Birth 0f A Dragon

Dragon Data is unusual
among British home
computer companies in that it
builds its own machines,
whereas most companies,
such as Sinclair and Acorn,
subcontract the production of
their computers. Dragon have
recently built a new factory at
Port Talbot, West Glamorgan,
shown here
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Since its launch in 1982, the Dragon 32 has
become as familiar a sight in the high street
shops as the Sinclair Spectrum or the BBC
Micro. But financial problems have cast
doubt on the future of the company and on
its plans to market the Dragon 64 and to
introduce a micro to MSX standard.

Dragon Data was first established as a subsidiary
of Mettoy, the toy manufacturers, in 1981.
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leading up to Christmas 1982 the ZX Spectrum
and the BBC Micro were both in short supply, and
the Commodore 64 had yet to appear. The
Dragon 32 was available in large numbers, and by
early 1983 the company had sold 32,000
machines. This was in part due to the Mettoy
connection; those major chain stores such as Boots
and Dixons, which had always stocked the
company’s toys, were more than happy to sell the
new computer.

However, in the summer of 1983, Dragon Data
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But a shadow fell across all'Dragdiis plans in
June 1984, when Prutec and the Welsh
Development Agency refused to put up more cash
and the firm went into receivership. It was
uncertain whether a buyer could be found for the
company. At the time there were three new
machines, as well as other computer-related
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products planned for 1984 alone. One of the
planned micros was intended to meet the MSX
standard being introduced by Japanese companics
(see page 141). But the Welsh Dragon had become
an endangered specics.

Market Wizard

Richard Wadman. the Marketing
Director of Dragon Data, was
planning to sell a whole new
range of Dragon computers
when the company suddenly
went into receivership




