What Is A Computer?

The Micro Buyer's Survival Kit
Setting Up Your Computer
Controlling Computers

Questions & Answers
Games People Play
The Small Pri?vt
Sinclair Spectrum

Simply Obeying Orders

World Revolution
The Electronic Artist
Bits And Bytes
Oric-1

Getting In Touch

The Electronic Educator

Looping The Loop
Behind The Bars

1
5
8

9
13

14
16

Editor

Gareth Jefferson
Managing Editor
Bruce Sawford
Art Editors

Jimmy Egerton
David Whelan
lustrations Editor
Claudia Zeff
Designer

Hazel Bennington
Art Assistant
Jonathan Sellers

Chief Sub Editor

Catherine Cardwell

Sub Editor

Teresa Bushell

Typesetting

Bunch Typesetters

Office Co-ordinator

Akitaka Kato

Consultant Editor

David Tebbutt

Contributing Consultants

Gary Marshall

Dick Pountain

Contributors

Peter Jackson

Ray Hammond

D
s Cunnin

Ron Smith

Group Art Director

Perry Neville

Managing Director

Stephen England

Designed and produced by Bunch Partworks Lid

Published by Orbis Pablishing Lig

Editorial Director
Brian [nnes

Project Development
Peter Brookesmith
Executive Editor
Chris Cooper
Producton Co-ordinator
Ian Paton
Circulation Director
David Breed
Marketing Director
Michael Joyce

© 1083 by Orbis Publishing Lid.
Printed In Great Oritaln by Artisan Press Lid,

Welcome to THE HOME COMPUTER COURSE —
the first complete guide to the world of home computers, specially
designed to help you make the most of your machine,

e’ll show you how to speak to your
computer, learning how to write
programs for it in simple easy stages
instead of spending hours being
bewildered by the maker’s manual or trying to
understand the jargon in the micro magazines.
At the same time, you’ll be discovering the

)

principles behind writing effective programs— r
so that within a few weeks, you’ll be well on
the way to exploiting — 1
the enormous versatility  Introduce your child to the fascinating
of your home computer. wotla of compaters
We'll also guide you through the maze of software
that’s available — from the simplest family programs |
to sophisticated programs for small businesses.
And we’ll help make you fluent in the sometimes
confusing language that’s spoken in the world of
computers, explaining the meanings of unfamiliar terms
and cutting through the jargon.
And there’s more besides. We'll give you all the
facts you need to tell one home computer from another.
Every week we’ll be taking a detailed — and critical —
Clear illustiations andlucid 100k at a popular model. So, by the end of the course,
explanations give you real insigts  you’ll be able to talk to any dealer with confidence,
into how computers work )
whether you’re
buying for the first time or simply looking for
ways to upgrade your present system.
And we’ll examine the range of ‘add-ons’
you can buy, from disk drives and monitors
to printers and joysticks.
But THE HOME COMPUTER COURSE
isn’t all work, by any means. We’'ll be
describing some of the ways computers are
affecting the world around us — in our
cars and kitchens, from banks to robots and
from music to the weather forecast.
Professional computer experts have L
known for years that computing is fascinating,
entertaining — and even profitable. reoa e i
Welcome to their dynamic world — and to U batic oivciles 10 CONDIs -
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