
Next Week
• We continue our BASIC
conversion course for
Spectrum users,
concentrating on functions
and control structures.

• Widely acclaimed as the

j

t of the microcomputer•
ed wordprocessing
kages, Micropro's
rdstai can turnany CP/M
ed machine into a very

Werful text processor.

mongst the educational
s of computers, one
lication is particularly
active to the home user -
mination revision
tware, We look at this fast-

expanding field.

Overseas rea _ . - this special offer applies
to readers in the U.K., Eire and Aust ralia only

CONTENTS

APPLICATION

FIT FOR THE FUTURE An overview of
the increasing relevance of computers to
our everyday lives

HARDWARE

BEST OPTION An introduction to disk
drives, and how they work 4
COMMODORE 64 We examine this
popular home computer and look at its 10
portable counterpart, the SX-64

0
SOFTWARE

ATTACKED BY ANTS A maze-chase
game universally acclaimed 6

COMPUTER SCIENCE

THE ALGEBRA OF DECISION
MAKING The first step towards 8
understanding program design

JARGON

FROM ACCESS TO ADA The first part
of a glossary of computing's terms 13

PROGRAMMING PROJECTS

THE SPECTRUM OF ZX BASIC A look
at the characteristics of this BASIC dialect 14

MACHINE CODE

INTRODUCING FIRST CONCEPTS
Commencing a course of instruction in this 16
lowest common denominator of computer
programming

PROFILE C

BILL GATES — SETTING THE
STANDARD An insight into one of the
world's most prolific suppliers of software

Editor,onatharHilton ConsulhmtE•OIOOaGarethJeffeson. Richard Pa,vson. ArtDkrtdorDaviiWhelan, Deputy EdltorAoger ;Ord; ProductinEdltorCatherineCardwelC SWterribleBrianMorris: PlctveEdrtorClaudia2en: Deaipnee
Hazel 6enningttn: Sub Editors Robert'ickerin3, Kern Pans' Art Assstent La Dixon Editorial Assistant Stepnen Malone: Rpearcfae Melanie Dave Contributors Lisa Kelly, Steven Colwit. Marti' Hnprn_- Groep AR DheCEm P`r y
Neville: Wnadng Director Stephen England: Published by Drills Publishing Ltd: (diterfal Director Roan Innes: Project DereNpmsnt ueter Bmokesmth Executive Editor This Cooper: Production Co-ordlnatbr Ear Paton: Circulation
dreetutDavidBreed MarkaBrgDMdv Michael Joyce, OesignedandxoducedbyBurch Parlvci Ui;Edlbor Office85Charlotte Street. London W1.91954by0rh11114 h" LutlypsnelhyUnNene;ReproductionbyMeelHsMorgan
Ltd; Printed In Great &Naln by Artisan Preu Ltd, Lafceeter

HOW COMPUTER ADVANCED COURSE - Pr:ce UK 80P IR £ 100 kUS 51.35 NZ 92.25 SA R1.95 SINGAPORE S4.50 USA and CANADA SIRS
Now to ohtriin your eopis of HOME COMPUTER ADVANCED COURSE - Copes are obtainable by placing a re)ular order at your newsagent, or by taking out a subscription. SLbscripten rates: for six nonths (26 issues) £23.80. for one year (52
sues) £4760 Send your order and remittance to Punch Subscription Services, Watling Street, Bletchley, Millon Key nes, Bucks MK2 28W, being surf to state the number of the first issue required.
Beer fimbern UK and Ebe - Back numbers are obtainable from your newsagent or from HOME COMPUTER ADVANCED COURSE. Back numbers, Orbis Prblishine Limited, 20122 RedforJbury, LONDON WC2N 4BT at :over price.
AUSTRALIA: Back numbers are obtainable from HOME COMPUTER ADVANCED COURSE. Back numbers, Gorgon & Gotch (Ass) Ltd, 14 William Street, PO Box 7676 Melbourne, Vic3001. SOUTH AFRICA. NEW ZEALAND, EUROPE &
MALTA Back r,mbers are ava,.able at cover prce from your newsagent. In case of difficulty write to the address in your country given for binders. South African readers should add sales tax
NowtDobtain Indent forHOM(CCAMPUrERAOYANCED CWRSE- UK and Eire: Details o' how to obtain your binders (and of our special offer) are in issue 5. EUROPE: Yrritewith remittance of £5.00 per binder(incl. p6p) payable to Orbis
Publishing Lim zed, 20/22 Bedf ordbury, LONDOV WC2N 46T. MALTA: Birders an obtainable thrcugh your local newsagent price £3.95. In case of difficult/ write to HOME COMPUTER ADVANCED COURSE BINDERS, MCI er (Malta) Ltd. M.A.
Vassalli Street, Valletta, Malta. AUSTRALIA: For details of how to obtain your binders see inserts in early ssues or write to HOME COMPLTER ADVANCED COURSE BINDERS, First Post Pry Ltd. 03 Chandos Street, Sr. Leonards, NSW 2065.
The birders supplied are those illustrated in the magaz ne. NEWZEAIAND: Binders are available through your local newsagent or from HOME COMPUTER ADVAN JED COURSE BINDERS, Gordon & Gotch (NZ) Ltd, PO Box 1595. Wellington.
SOUTF AFRICA: Binders are available through any brarch of Central Newsagency. In case of diTiculty write to HOME COMPUTER ADVANCED COURSE BINDERS. Intemag, PO Box 57394, Springfieli 2137.
Nob - 3inders and bars numbers are obtainable subject to availability of stocks. Whilst every attempt is made to veep theprice of the issus and b nders constant, the publishers reserve tie right b increase the stated prices at anytime when
circumstances Jictate. Binders depictec in thispublicatbe arettose produced fcrtheUKmarketonly and may not necessarily be dentica to binders produced forsale outside theUK. Binders and issues maybe subjectto import duty and/or
local taxes, whch a re rot included in the above prices unless stated.

20
cnvrR PHDTOGRAPH v BY IAN McKINNELL I RINITRON COURTESY OF SON° SUPERROBOT 28 COURTES` OF HARRODS


