Saunil Chip
A custom-built chip called
POKEY handles sound

generation
10 Chip
A 6520 handles the input and
output ports
EPU
Tre Atari is based on 2 f2st
B502 chip

interpretar

Peripheral Port

drives, printers, and the
dedicated cassetts recordar

Joystick Ports

Two ROM chips hold the BASIC

A 13-pin port is vsed to connect
the peripherals, including disk

Atari Cassette Reconder
The Atari only works with its own cassette recorder. Although

ihis raises the price of the. system, it does have aduan*aga*s

Firstly, bacause the recorder is made by Atari it is more reliabie.
Secondly, the recorder wses two tracks. One lrack is for saving
programs In the normal way, he: other can have sound recarded
on it. This allows language teaching programs to play
fragments. of speech at just the right moment

ATARI 600XL/
800XL

:Pﬂ[ﬁE

BODXL:£160
BO0XL:£250

 DIMENSIONS

BOONL:380x170x40mm
BO0XL:380x220:<A0mm

GPU

8502, 2MHz

16-64 Kbytes RAM, 24K ROM

SOREEN

Up to 24 rows of 40 columns of
text, graphics up to 320192 with

-sprites.and 16 colours in 16

brightness levels

doysticks (2), peripheral port,

gxpander port, cariridge port

......

| LANGUAGES A\ -
- BASIC, FORTH, L@GG PILOT,
6502 ﬁasemhly iamguau&

KEYBOARD

Typewriter-style with ﬁzkﬁ}'s
including cursor Keys and
dedicated function keys such as
SELECT and START for program

Manisals have never been one of
Atari's strong points as the
company hastended to.view its
computers primarily as games
machings and has skimped on
tadmml details. However, there is
a vastrange of superd.
inﬂapendml manuals and
rmagazines, although these do add
o the cost of ﬂ#mng an A’tar’f
STRENGTHS
Thie Ataris continue to offer the
bestin games computers with
superb saund and graphics, and 2
vast range of software t0 choose
from. The new machines also.
provide excellent expansion
mna

Atans can ﬁ&wms%ve you
need 2 dedicated cassatte recorder
and the price of software is
unusually high. Graphics and
sound programming are als
mare difficutt than with many
machines:
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