
1 Software

Speaking
In Tongues
Basic has a familiar
mathematical construction, and
so is relatively easy to learn, but
it is clumsy in relation to some of
the other languages
Unless your home computer is a Jupiter Ace (see
page 150) then it will almost certainly feature
BASIC as its resident programming l anguage. But
that doesn't mean to say that you are restricted to
that choice, and though BASIC is acknowledged as
being a particularly easy language to learn, there
are other far more suitable languages for w riting
specific applications. To install these on your
computer it will be necessary either to replace the
ROMs containing the BASIC interpreter, or to load
the new language into RAM — in which case you
will need a machine with a reasonable memo ry
capaci ty so that there is RAM left over to contain
your programs. A few home computers, such as
the Sharp MZ-711, have anticipated this problem
by also having the BASIC interpreter casse tte
loaded.
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