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tactile feedback from touch-sensitive and memo
brane keyboards is to make an audible `beep' each
time a key has been pressed. It reassures the user
that the key has actually been pressed and
recognised by the computer.

The designers of the Sinclair ZX81 and the
Spectrum introduced a novel and very useful way
of cutting down on the amount of typing required
when entering in BASIC programs. Each key is
made to represent more than just a single letter of
the alphabet or a number. By using a special'func-
tion' key in conjunction with the ordinary keys.
whole BASIC words can be made to appear on the
screen without the need to type out the word in full.
For example, the BASIC word PRINT can be pro-
duced by simply pressing the special function key
and the key for the letter P together. A similar idea
is used by Sord in the M5 model.


