‘Memory Expansion Port

With a suitable adaptor, the Ace
can also make use of Sinclair
ZX81 expansion packs

FORTH Language

Two 4 Kbyte EPROMSs have bzen
usedto ho d the anquage.
ROMs have to be ordered by the
thousand, so EPROMs are used
for smaller production
quantities. The top of each
EPROM has a protective
covering, otherwise any
ultraviolet light would erase the

contants

User Port
Suitable for a printer or other
device

Clock

This drives the microprocessor

at 1MHz

RF Modulator

Provides black and white output
only for a television

Cassette Port
One of the most reliable
systems devised

ZX80) had. There is a small solid-state bleeper
that can produce a range of single tones, but with a
greater knowledge of the Ace complex sounds
can be produced. Like all the Sinclair computers,
the Ace has a power connector, a socket for alead
to a television and two large connectors for any
other special pieces of equipment.

The cassette has a simple two-jack socket
connection, which is one of the most reliable
cassette interfaces on any computer.

The display is black and white with 32
characters to a line, although it has a graphics
resolution of 64 by 48. Each of the characters can
be redesigned by the user to create specific
mathematical symbols or game shapes.

There is not such a pressing need as with other

memory available. Forra programs are usually
quite short, 5o a surprising amount can be put into
the standard 3 Kbytes of memory. To write larger
programs, more memory is needed. Both 16
Kbyte and 32 Kbyte RAM packs are available,
and an adaptor can be obtained that will enable
the machine to accept most Sinclair devices. A
Centronics printer interface, a sound box and a
device to improve the ‘feel’ of the keypads can all
be obtained.

Video Circuitry
Machines sold in larger
quantitizs would have a
specially-designed chip to do
the same work as this collection
ofchips

cheap machines to increase the amount of

xtemally to 51Kbytes: 8Koytes
VIDEO DISPLAY
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references to all the facilities :

ava/lable and an index

Information about currently
available add-ons and software
for the Ace can be found in
‘Forth User’, obtainable from
the Jupiter Ace Users' Club, ¢/o
John L. Noyce, 2.0, Box 450,
Brighton BN1 8GR
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