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Printer Connector

Printer Switch
This selects berween an internal
and external printer

Power

.Loudspeaker Connector

ROM
The system ROM contains only
a tiny program called a moiitor,
wh ch can manipulate memory
locations or load in the BASIC
interpreter from tape

RAM
Eight chips contain the standard
64Kof RAM

Clock/Timer Chip

Peripheral Interface Adaptor -
This PIA controls the interface

with the keyboari and the
cassette deck

Keyboard Connector

^ dware Focus

removed from the printer. They also have a
tendency to dry up easily and the quality of the
print is sometimes difficult to read.

The BASIC interpreter is loaded from tape
instead of being built into ROM. This frees the
machine for use with alternative languages.

The technical documentation is of a high
standard. It features memory maps and circuit
diagrams, an Assembly language listing of the
system software that is built-in, and other
technical details. It isn't comprehensive, however,
since it lacks timing diagrams, but it is far better
than most manuals.

The Sharp MZ-711's manufacturers have an

unaccountable tendency to play down some of its
unusual features. An example of this occurs when
the demonstration program is run. While the
manual implies that the machine can produce the
usual eight colours, the program seems to conjure
up a range at least eight times that number.

If you inspect the program, however, it
becomes apparent that a short machine code
routine has been POKEd into location 40960 and is
called up at certain points in the program to
produce a range of colours from pale pastels to
dark shades. The true range of colours is hard to
judge. It is difficult to verify because the documen-
tation on colour facilities is rather modest.
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