Another interesting extra from E
Ghestah is the Sweet Talker :

speech synthesis unit. Sweet

Talker uses an allophonic

system, and hence is much less

complax to program than units

that work in phonemes

{allophones are groups of like-

sounding phonemes). There are

other similar units available for

7X81 and many other home

microcomputers

| Joystick Controfler And Joystick
Given that many of the ZX81s
) sold must be used for games X Printer
4 playing, it s perhaps rather Sinclair's own ZX Prinier uses
strange that Slnctglr has not aluminised paper thatis
produced its own oysticks and sensitive 1o electricity. Instead

controllers. However, a wide
variety are availatle, and these
are gither non-programmable,
which specify foryou which key
strokes will be made by the
joystick, or programmable,
where the user decides which
keys will be simulated. The
model shown here, from AGF
Hardware, is programmed by
moving connecting cables
around. Others are programmed
through the computer. This 0ne
will accept any switch-lype
joystick, and alsa a trackball

L

of printing in a conventional
manner, the print head remaves
the eluminised coating to reveal
a darker surface beneath. While
reasonably fast in ope-ation the
limited paper type and width are
major problems. It is possible to
use a normal printer, however,
via &n interface card. Cards are
avallable to support R5232 and
Centronics interfaces

Hebot

Tne Hebot turtle, available
gither ready-made or in kit farm,
is one of the more sophisticated
of the dedicated fioor robots. It
comes complete with software
to driveit, and thereare a
variety of extras available such
a3 pholosensors, which can be
used in conjunction with
reflecting tape stuck down onto
the flocr, to make the robot
follow a predatermined path




