
CONTENTS

Hardware •

Straight Facts Buying a computer or 226upgrading your existing machine can be an
expensive business — especially if you make
a mistake. We show you what to look for

Commodore Vic-20 The cheapest machine
230in Commodore's range is a versatile and

surprisingly powerful microcomputer

Computing By Analogy Most computers 238are digital,.but analogue computers have
been developed for the particular needs of
engineers and scientists
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Man Against Machine We trace the

221development of the arcade game, from the
simple Pong to the magnificent Astron Belt

Next Week
• We look at the Sord M5, the

first serious contender for a
place in the home computer
market to come from Japan

• Cruise missiles are the first
generation of weapons that

'think' for themselves. We Zook
yat the hardware and software • ir

techniques that drive them

• We sta rt a now series that _-
will compare the graphic and
sound ger+erating abilities of a
wide range of home computers
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Small Is Beautiful Stringy-floppies combine

 224the characteristics of cassette tapes and
floppy disks, offering fast access at a
reasonable price

Basic Programming

Director y Enquiry In our Basic
232Programming course we start work on a

project that uses text handling techniques
to create a computerised address book

Passwords To'Computin

Waiting Room We look at the way
236computers cope with the slower speeds

at which peripherals handle information

Pioneers In Com

Herman Hollerith He started out in the US
 240Patents Office, but changed the face of

information processing
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