
Next Week
• The Apple II has been
described as the Volkswagen
of microcomputers. We look
at the latest model, and

explain the reasons for its

cult-like following

• BASIC is the most popular

language for home

computing, but by no means

the only one, or indeed the

best. We look at several

alternatives

• Hard disks are faster than

floppy disks, and have greater

capacity. Soon they'll be

available for home

computers. We examine how

they work
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Outer Limits Even an inexpensive home 326computer like the Sinclair ZX81 can evolve
into a sophisticated data processing system

Tandy MC-1O This compact machine offers 330good colour at a low price

Software — o
Top Gear We explore a variety of techniques 328for writing more efficient Basic and speeding
up your programming

Basic Programming
Changing Places We look at ways to 336manipulate the database we have created in
our Basic Programming course

Insights 1 i;;i
Sitting Pretty Alternative designs for 321computer keyboards and screens could
make them more pleasant to use

Hot Rods Not all joysticks are attached to a 332fixed base unit

Passwords To Computing
Track Record A Disk Operating System 324
keeps a record of the track and sector
numbers of every block of data

Pioneers In Computing El
Konrad Zuse Like other early computers, 340Zuse's machines were developed for military
purposes

Sound Systems ... The Light Program 334
An introduction to the graphics facilities on
the BBC Micro and a further look at sound
on the Vic-20
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