Jupiter Ace

The only low-cost home
computer to feature Forth
instead of Basic as its standard
programming language —a
challenge for ambitious
programmers

The Jupiter Ace is an enthusiast’s machine, and
one of the few computers that does not have BAsic
as its standard language. Though production was
discontinued in 1983, devotees keep up a brisk
trade in the Ace and its software.

The built-in language is FortH and is the
distinguishing feature of this machine. But the
hardware is cheap enough for anyone who is
interested in learning ForTH to buy the Ace rather
than upgrade their existing computer. The
computer comes with a manual that is an excellent
tutorial on FORTH.

The Ace is laid out very much like the Sinclair
models. In fact its case is the same white, flimsy
plastic that the very first Sinclair computer (the
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_ o suit the application he s
implementing. | FORTH is particularly suitable for programming

ices, for example,
can build up h's own dictionary of commands: MOVE, FETCH,
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Jupiter Ace Keyboard
The 40 moving keys are
moulded from one sheel of
rubber — much like the Sinclair
Spectrum. The top row of keys
all have threg functions, which
are accessed withthe SHIFT and
SYMBOL SHIFT keys. In
addition, seven graphics
characters (plus 'space’) can be
used to construct simple
diagrams and graphs

Microprocessor
The Z80A has been used — not
surprising as the machine's
designers were responsible for
the Sinclair Spectrum, too

Speaker
This i< a solid-stale piezo-
alectric device (much like the
aleepers found on digital
watches), which can be used to
generate simple sounds

Keyboard Pads
When a key is pressed, the
specizl rubber material, which
sonducts electricity, makes a
contact between two sets of
metal tracks on tha printed
zircuit board



