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THIS WEEK

Data protection

for soccer ID info

The controversial computer files of
soccer fans held in football
grounds around the country will
come under the Data Protection
Act.

All spectators will thus be allowed
to see the information on them
which is being held. The
announcement was made by the
sports minister Colin Moynihan in

banned from the ground. it will not

FREE MONITOR
FOR AMSTRAD PPC

| computer, the PPC.

prices of the 520K and 640K
machines will remain at £549 and

the Commons last week.
The football club’s computer will Amstrad has decided to bundle a established a firm grip on
only say whether or not a fan is | free monitor with its portable the portable sector since

the PPC was launched a

give reasons or criminal records. The offer starts this week and will year ago. Market research
The Police, though, will be able to run through to the end of February. firm Romtec puts its share
check the central computer. However, it will only affect buyers of at 34 per cent. But Amstrad
Moynihan told the Commons: the double disk drive versions — readily admits that the
“There was nothing requiring the Amstrad feels that single drive market is mnot yet a
scheme to be subject to the ‘act, machines are so cheap there is no terrifically big one.
but | firmly believe in the civil room for freebies. One drawback for the
Buyers are being offered a 12 inch bundle is that once the PPC
mono monitor worth E100. The is connected to an external

monitor it cannot run
business graphics. The

£649 respectively. The PPC's entry SRS B ST
level price is £399

"We've built up market leadership
in the portable sector” said
Amstrad's Malcolm Miller. "Now we

portable’s LCD screen is
accessed through a CGA adaptor
whilst the mono monitor will run
through an MDA adaptor which
won't run graphics.

Many have earmarked Amstrad's
screen display as being the worst
aspect of the machine.

Amstrad boasts that it has

want to expand the market again
with a good value proposition.” He
claimed that consumers had asked
for a proper monitor which could be
used at home or in the office.

The theory is that portables aré
really used in only two locations

Cheap Z88s at Comet

Those punters who are looking to pick up a portable but don't fancy Amstrad's
offering should consider dashing over to Comet.

with the machine being lugged The electrical chain is
continuously from one to the other. If | § clearing out old stocks of
1 s0, Amstrad argues, a monitor in one Cambridge Gumputer's 788 and
i of those sites would be a bonus. is selling the machine at £150 -
£100 lower than the normal
Ah so! | " o
SO! | am a crever computer Comet admits that many of
A computer has been developed by Matsushita which can hear a sentence theumubedl‘?lw mﬂchmles
in Japanese and then speak it in English. The prototype has been put and Clalnl:lw that “stocks won't
together in conjunction with Carnegie Mellon University in the US. It is last long". Once these have all
claimed to be the world’s first computer to understand whole phrases that it been sold the new £299 Z88 I
has not already been pre-programmed to recognise, pack will be whisked onto the
shelves. + IB8: £100 off

Games publisher US Gold has
bean rapped by the Advertising

complaints about US Gold's ad
for Psycho Pigs UXB. When the
ad was shown in various
computer magazines last
summer it prompted industry
protest - it has since been
pulled.

The ad depicted two young
men looking up at a poster
hoarding of a scantily clad
young woman in seductive pose.
She was holding the game. The
ad was captioned "I kmow

which one I'd rather play with",
with a reply: "Yes, but have you

“offensive and exploitative”.
The ASA's verdict is
accompanied by a condemnation
of the widespread use of semi-
nude models to sell products.
The Authority reminds
advertisers to consider those
people who are offended by the
“gratuitous portrayal of
semi-naked woman as an
attention getting device.”

US Golds Tim Chaney
explained to Express: “It was a |

funny ad and the intention was
to be humourous. Obviously

Standards Authority for its seen the reviews for Psycho Pigs | we're sorry if anyone was
portrayal of women in a g UXB." offended.”

publicity campaign. d The people who complained | However, insiders suggest
The ASA received eight ® 21l considered the ad to be | that US Gold is surprised by the

response and that the firm
considers it is simply ahead of
its time. Apparently, the firm
privately feels the ad would be
considered normal in European
computer mags and that it had
simply tried to bring successful
continental ploys to the UK
Despite the advertisement's
implication that Psycho Pigs,
had received good reviews, the
game was almost universally
panned by computer magazines.

e

e
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NEWS

SIXPACK AMIGA

OFFERS BLAST OUT

The mystery as to
exactly which soft-
ware is being
bundled with the
Amiga came to light
last week with
announcements of a
total of six offers.

Because of the
intricate machin-
ations of the
computer trade the
matter is a rather
complicated one. In
effect normal dealers
have a choice of
three main packs.
Any dealers which
trade with computer
supplier Microdealer
will have the choice

of a further three.

These dealers will « A500: SIX DEALS
generally display "
Microdealer stickers on  their
windows.

Whatever the background Amiga
buyers are being advised to shop
around since the bundles differ.
Also, whilst dealers will always
want to be competitive on price
there are bound to be differences as
confusion sets in. No
recommendation is being made to
dealers to up the price of Amigas
though.

Dixons boosts
PS/2

Dixons has given IBM's fledgling PS/2
range a shot in the arm by selling [BM's
range of high end machines at cut
down prices.
The Model 30 20 Mb version is down
£300 from £1599 to £1299. The twin
drive model is down £200 to £799 (or
£899 with colour monitor).

"Because the [BM's aren't selling so
well we've taken the price down to a
level nearer to that of
machines," explained a Dixons
silesman, "The [BM's are that much
better though."

Whilst

this is not
being labelled as a
Commodore bundle it
was the hardware
manufacturer which
came up with an
original list of
recommended games
(Express 10). In tum
suppliers have sealed
various deals to obtain

Starghder |l

Garrison

A fistful of offers
Sports Pack - value £135
Champion Basketball
| Champion Baseball
| Champion Football
Summer Olympiad
Winter Olympiad
Football Manager Il

Deluxe Pack - value £190
Four Computer Hits
Football manager Il

Rocket Ranger

Formula 1

Microdealer 1- value £180
Strike Force Harrier
Garrison |

Garrison Il

Sky Chase

Bermuda Project
Fernandez Must Die
Power Struggle

Tetris

Microdealer Il - value £250
The same as Microdealer |

other games for the Mega Pack but also with Photon Paint
bundles which range in | Flatoon Peripheral Pack

value from £135 to £2_'_5U' Super Pack -value £225 Mouse bracket

To add to the confusion Barbarians Dick box

distributor SDL (linked
closely to retail chain
Silica Shop) is offereing
its own bundle of ten
games.
Commodore itself will
| be launching an official
bundle within the next
few months. |

Arkenoid |l
Terrorpods
Terramex

Obliterator
Wizball

Spitting Image

Army moves

International Soccer

Mouse mat

Ten blank disks
Dust cover
Cheetah joystick
Joystick extender
Head cleaner
Workbench 1.3
DPaint

World does not end shock

Reports that the much feared 1813
virus would have catastrophic
effects cn PC owners throughout the
country appear to have been greatly
exagerated
| The virus was due to strike on
Friday 13th last. Although doom for
all computer users had been widely
predicted, the world was still intact
when Saturday 14th arrived. Virus
busting company S&S Enterprises
admitted that it spent more time on
Friday talking to the press than
helping distraught computer users.
The virus story appeared in
| numerous nationals as well as on
| television.
*The press have gone absolutely
potty about it said S&S's bos Dr
Alan Solomon. "It's no big deal - just

will have been infected throughout
the country

The virus has been lurking in some
machines for months, and only
comes to life when the micro's
internal clock reaches a Friday 13th
Then it springs into action wiping
any files which people attempt to
run. On  subsequent days the
computer then runs much slower,

S&S had urged people not to panic
saying that the 1813 virus is “very
rare’ and easily avoided. It markets a
£6 program that will look for the
virus. Canny wusers simply re-
adjusted their clocks so that Friday
13th never really happened

Despite S&Ss assurances the
popular press duly went into mad
dog mode. Solomon accepted that
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— It's Big Money ——

IBM is so huge that it makes £10,000
every minute - or £170 a second. This
compares with poor old Amstrad boss
Alan Sugar who only manages to make a
fiver every second. IBM's latest profits

one of about six viruses that are | the Friday 13th angle had done
going around on the PC." much to set journos' noses aonshe :‘}is;;h.r .’*'3’"""“”
He estimated that about 14 sites | twitching ¥ <
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Going a bundle?

Critics of Amstrads PPC say it stands for
‘fuggable personal computer’ but its still a
convenient way of taking your work from the
BC at the office to the hotel room or your
study in the front seat of your Sierra.

Like a doctors surgery, the screen is nice
and big but seems designed to conceal
mare than it reveals with its dim grey-on-
grey display.

MNow comes Amstrads bundled maonitor,
worth £100, with every twin drive PPC. And
very nice too: most people only use their
PPC in two or three locations, 50 now you
can have your PPC as the link between your
PC at work and your monitor at home,

The fact that the monitor emulates MDA
and 50 can't cope with any graphics is being
carefully underplayed. But the very fact that
Amstrad is using 2 monitor as a carrot to
potential PPC buyers seems an admission of
the awhul quality of the PPC display.

Ower at the Amiga vs. 5T match, the
bundling of games with the Amiga will no
doubt attract quite a few more buyers.
Meanwhile Ataris new Mega ST is set not
only to bridge the gap between the 1040
and the Mega 2 models, it is also being
aimed firmly at the serious end of the
market - hence the talk of bundled word
processing saftware with the new machine,

The concept of the Amiga as a graphics
workstation and the ST as a MIDI wnit, and
both as primarily games and leisure
machines, is surely due for a change. And
in the eternal Commaodore-Atari war, Atari
has again taken the initiative in the batthe for
the Serious User.

Foul play

The new scheme forcing computerisation of
fans upon football clubs will surely kill off
many of the smaller outfits. Apart from the
cost, many of these clubs depend on
woccasional supporters to pad out their gates
- supporters who won't get round to getting
registered and will stay home to listen to the
game on the radio,

And, at the end of the day, how much
hooliganism will this actually prevent? Won't
it just push the yobbos outside the grounds,
where they do most of their damage
anyway?

Such blind belief in the magic of
‘computerisation’ i insidious  and
dangerous. It will ruin Saturday afternoons
for hundreds of thousands of casual fans
while doing nothing to deter those
responsible for the problems. English clubs
look as far as ever from getting back into
European competition.

Now th
Simulator 2

| SINCLAIR

THEREFORE IBM |

Sir Clive Sinclair's Cambridge
Computer is working on an IBM PC
compatible portable computer.

The firm is already in the portable
market with the A4
However, that is not PC compatible —
users who wish to transfer work
done on the move to their PC must
link up using cables. Cambridge
itself is not prepared to comment on
the matter and is clearly disturbed
that the news has leaked out,

“We'd prefer to be our own

sized ZBB. |

conductor of when annotmcemcntsi
of new products are made," said the |
firm's Paul Streeter. “New products |

are always a delicate matter.”

He added: “You can rest assured |

that whatever it is, it will be
innovative.” Streeter was keen to
stress that any new launch would
not mean the demise of the ZB8.
"We're definitely not intending to
replace the Z88. People tend to

+ Sinclair: “Innovative” IBM compatible

misconstrue these things."
Cambridge is worried that this news
will damage sales of the established
machine

A virus has appeared on one  two
of the games included in the
Amiga Tem Star games
bundle.

It emerged last week that

some copies of Wizball -

days

wWere
“re-duped”
However,

problem has been largely are
resalved.

SDL claims that the Byte

Bandit wirus had been because
accidently transferred to  Christmas
Wizhall when the disks sneaked out.
were duplicated on

Christmas Eve. It was found

Wizball virus worries Ten Star bundle buyers
C3MmM ACGA

which is sold as part of the  slipped out

ten game pack - had been "0f all the Ten

infected during duplication.  Star packs out

Computer supplier SDL - there 1 would

which sells the bundie to imagine that the

dealers around the country numbers of a8 b
assured Express that the infected Wizballs . wizball: Ten Star problem

negligable,”
commented SDL's Paul Ellis
“There wouldnt be any bt
of
msh a
Ellis said that any infected
Wizballs would be replaced

later
and all the disks
apparently

SDL
admits that a few

providing Ten Star buyers
are “absolutely sure” they
hawve the wirus. SDLs
address is SDL UK, Unit 10,
Ruxley Corner Industrial
Estate, Sidcup Bypass,
Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4BR.

all the

fow

The development of
Telecomsoft's upcoming
adventure epic Lasers and
Lahrynths has ground to a halt.

The development team
responsible Mindware has
been taken off the project and,
according to the firm's agent,
has “ceased trading”. No

decision has yet been made as
to what will happen to the
game but it is way behind
schedule. It was due to be
launched in late summer
Mindware's agent Marjacg
Micro is clearly furious with
the developers’ handling of the
project. “We knew they were

cancelling a
engagement,”

Citizen is manufacturing a 3.5 inch
disk drive for the machine as part of
a special deal’ That firm, though,
refuses to discuss any deals of this
nature.

As yet it is not known when the
machine will arrive. Industry
pundits, though, are suggesting that

| autumn will see the arrival of

Mindware loses its way in Labyrinth saga

having difficulties and that
deadlines were slipping so we
got onto them,” said the firm's
Jacqui Lyons. “Then they just
said they couldn't finish it. [
lost my rag because they took
it so0 casually. Kind of like

Sinclair's PC portable,

stupid.”

Trusted trade customers were
apparently given a sneak
| preview of the machine behind
closed doors at the recent
Consumer Electronics Show in
Las Vegas,

Games console
planned
by secretive Epyx

A new games console is being

secretly developed by US
software giant Epyx.
Details of the machine are

virtually non existent and Epyx
is refusing to comment on the
matter. However, speculation is
growing that it will be a low
cost hand held affair.

Epyx president Gil Freeman
refused to be drawn on the
subject. “I cannot confirm any
rumours you may have heard,”
he said. “We are developing
new hardware but if we launch
it later this year and it turns cut
to be a solar powered flashlight
you're going to look pretty

The likelihood is that any such
console will be launched later
this year and could be available
here soon after.

Mindware was previously
responsible  for  Tracker.
Neither of the firm's directors
were available for comment
|ast week.

Telecomsoft is likely to have
forwarded money to Mindware
- the firm is yet to decid its
course of action.

dinner
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ATARI PREPARES NEW
MEGA ST

Atari is planning to introduce a
new model ST into its range for the
low end business user - and a word
processing bundle will appear for
the new configuration at Easter.

In effect, the new Mega 1 ST will
be a 1040 inside a Mega ST casing.
The Mega shape is generally
regarded as more aesthetic and
easier to handle than the 1040's

The new machine comes with a
mono monitor and will be priced at
£599 excluding VAT A 1040 with
monitor will also be on offer for £599
including VAT. It costs £499 without
monitor

Atari is wviewing this as a
reshuffling of its range to suit
different users. Instead of being a
low end business machine the 1040
is now regarded as a high end home
machine: "It's like the 520's elder
brother,” explained a spokesman.

On the bundle he said:

* Mega ST: Low cost 1040 version soon

“We want to make it easy
for the first time computer

@ In an attempt to promote its PC2000 range (above)
Amstrad has become the latest manufacturer to monkey

user to get a full package
rather than having to be
confused by jargon

“When we launched the
520 it was seen as a high
end computer for the home.
But as time goes on
computing becomes |
cheaper. That's the way the
1040 has gone. In ten years
time our Transputer will be
a low cost computer for the

|BAYs famous advertising campaign based on the
catchiine * think therefore IBM",

These chaps at Brentwood are splashing out a claimed

£7 million on promoting their top machines using the

| slogan "1 think mare carefully therefore | Amstrad”. Atari
has already had a go with the immortal “| think therefore

I1BM won't get my PC order”.
Opinions vary as to how effective, or indeed

comprehensible, the new Amstrad line is. One observer

commented: “One might have thought that since the
hardware manufacturers claim to be offering an
alternative to IBM they could manage to come up with
satisfying alternative to IBM's advertising ploys rather
than traipsing around in their shadow.”

The
no-touch
joystick arrives

One of the weirdest creations on offer at

Inner city planners are

many railway tracks
there looms the danger and
of a ghetto appearing

City planning by computer

patterns of movement
leaving much
space empty. It is

to shake your hands wiolently for a split
second.

The mysterious U-Force _
caused something of a stir but it
isn't Nkely to reach the UK until
next year at the earfiest.

this month's CES show in America was a {urning to computers
Wﬁ,zrm by in order to avoid the
sticking your hands inside and moving them creaton of urban decay

in the desired direction without needing to and ghettoes,
touch the sides. To fire’ you simply needed Super advanced
programs and

computers are being
used to analyse the £5
billion re-development
of the Kings Cross area.
Since it is cut off by so

and mis-use of space.

“We are using a
computer to humanise
the environment," said
Bill Hillier of University
College.

“Some of the major
problems of the past lie
in freezing out natural

isolated empty places
which are dangerous.”

His computer has
enabled him to analyse
how the area will
develop under different
environments.

This method is called
“space syntax",

Help at
hand for
baffled

PC users

+ SuperHelp: Tips on PC software

PC owners still tip-toeing their
way through the minefield of
business software are being
offered a range of help programs.
Costing £40 each the SuperHelp
series from Trend Dataspeed
contains tips which should help

users through the likes of Lotus 1-

2-3, WordPerfect 5.0 and dBase
I+, Each contains a "how to’
section, reference points, index
and overview of terms and
features

Maore info on 06285 30611.
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~ Labour
saves |
labour |

Neil Kinnock's Labour Party has
just splashed out a hefty £270,000
on computerising its headquarters
in London.

The Opposition is hoping to use
the 14 terminals to store
information on the million or so
members it hopes to have by the

time the next election comes
around.
Names, addresses, union

information and the like will all be

at hand

Anyone thinking about starting
up a computerised major political

The danger of hacking is spreading |
from “bespectacled whizz-kids" to |

| ordinary computer enthusiasts -

party might be interested to learn |

that Labour is using McDonnell
Douglas MidBoy hardware with

2Mb memory on each terminal |
and
disk.

When the chips are down...

a 333Mb Winchester hard

worried by Japanese domination of the
D-RAM chip market that they are
planning to form a consortium and
fight back.

Manufacturers plan to join forces and
s0 increase production of the wital
chips. The shortage of these chips has
been the cause of computer prices
rising in the past. American hardware
manufacturers have long felt that their
inability to compete in the chip market
bodes ill for their position in all fields
of electronics development.

US computer manufacturers appear
to be willing to share the cost of
getting up a consortium and
manufacturing the chips. This, they
reason, would leave them less

American electronics firms are so wvulnerable to the volatility of the

and they are the most dangerous.

That's the view of Professor Henry |

Beker who will warn delegates at
next month's Corporate Computer
Security Conference that hacking is
becoming easier with the emergence
of more sophisticated programs and
computer literate users,

Beker, who provides security
systems to wvarious Government
agencies and advises large

companies, says the new breed of

hackers is even more dangerous
than its predecessors. He claims that
amateurs can do far more damage
than hardened hackers.

“This is analagous to the break-in
at home. The professional may get

away with more items of value
but at least he will not destroy
| your home. A hacker can be
| disastrous to a corporation.”
“While data has
always been wulnerable,
increasing awareness of both
the ease with which it can be
obtained and manipulated and
the fraudulent uses to which it
has meant that
computer fraud is now reaching
epidemic proportions.”
be
the
from
14-16. He runs Zergo Limited,
which advises companies on
ways to beat the hackers.

He adds:

can be put

Beker will
delegates at
Hammersmith

» Beker: Watch out for the new breed

BUNGLERS!

New breed of hacker causes chaos

the

addressing
Novotel,
February

Magnetic mystery baffles Logotron

Games publisher Logotron is
blaming magnetic inter-
ference on loading problems
with the PC wversion of
StarRay.

Although the game was

examination of the disks.
Logotron says that it is
currently following some
leads in order to track down
the source of the magnetic
interference.

launched in November the
reason for the large number
of returns has only just come
to light after a thorough

Logotron's Herbie Wright
told [Express that
punters experiencing diffi-
culties . should

any

return  the

game fto Logotron rather
than to any shop. The firm
will then send a new version
as well as a £5 voucher off
any Logotron game. To
qualify though the game

must be retumed by
February 10th.
“We're genuinely mystified

as to where the interference

came from," said Wright.
“We just know .that large
numbers of the game were in
the vicinity of a magnetic
field. We're giving away the
voucher by way of apology
to customers,” he said.
Logotron's address is: Grey-
hound House, 16 Greyhound
Road, London W6 8NX.

Japanese D-RAM market which has
swung from cheap chips being
“dumped” on the US market (and thus
forcing US companies to pull out of
chip manufacturing) to severe
shortages (causing computer
companies to lose money and hold
back launches of new machines).

The announcement of a consortium
comes through the American
Electronics Association, which has
3,500 members, and the Semiconductor
Industry Association. Talk of an
agreement has been circulating
through electronics conventions for
some time. But insiders say the
companies are now willing to take
action.

Kalamazoo: familiaity breeds contentment?

| Kalamazoo has come up with

an invoicing package for the
PC which it claims will
dispense with old fashioned
book-keeping for good

The £295 program runs |
with Kalamazoo's established |
accounting package One-Up

The company hopes that |
because many small |
businesses are familiar with [
Kalamazoo's manual book- |
keeping system, they will feel
less daunted at upgrading to

a similar computerised
System.
Kalamazoo reckons there

are over 100,000 businesses
in the country which still
operate manual accounting
systams. It says that One-Up
and the associated products
“closely resemble the layout
of existing manual accounting
systems."”
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ST COMPUTERS

The range of Atari 5T computers offers something for everyone, From the games enthusiast
who wants the challenge of the very best in arcade action, to the businéssman who wants to
make financial fomu or faultless presentations. The 5T offers high guality graphics,
sound and speed for the gamer, whilsi providing a fast, user fﬂenulr and affordable solulion
1o business, The 5T Is new firmly established in the home environment and boasts a wealth
of users in education, local government, television, and & vanely of different businesses.
Software for the range strelches to cover applicalions as diverse as ENTERTAINMENT,
ACCOUNTS, ART, COMMUMNICATIONS, COMPUTER AIDED DESIGM, DATABASES,
DESKTOP F‘UBLI-BHINB EDUCATION, MUSIC, PROGRAMMING, SPREADSHEETS, WORD
PROCESSING and more. For a full list of the software available, as well as details of the ST
range, complate and retum the coupon below. 0 [YVCRE DOVTERT & et ka0 g b e EBDE

520ST-FM SIII’EEHEEE“IIL . ST
R 4| ATAR

Ocean
Melbourne House £19.95
Hewson Consultants  £19.99

Eddie Edwards Ski Elite £19.95
mi s s e Sl s S e || 520ST-FM EXPLORER PACK
m*.:m:,"..'m““ﬁ:::;zm il st s pun'sy Summer Olympiad ‘83 Tynesoft £18.95 WITH BUILT-IN 1Mb DISK DRIVE

il {morih crver £200), Froe Of Chargs. Fistuen the coupon for detsls SOFTWARE

Crganiser Triangle Publishing £49.95
JOYSTICK
Atarl CX40 Joystick Atari Corp  £4.99

INCLUDING VAT FREE ATARI BUNDLE \EALLIF_'M
With §M124 mono monitor: £4985%  With SC1224 colour monitor: £608 &5

1040ST-FM PROFESSIONAL PACK

NOW WITH TV MODULATOR

Fior mmmmwmmlm|mmn
1o ANNoUNce a new based around the
IMOGT—FM The 10405T-FM has 1Mbyte HAM and a
TMbyte built-in disk drive. In addition, the 1040ST-FM
now comes with a TV modulator built-in. (The praviously
available 10405T-F was designed for use with a monitor
anly and did not come with & modulator ) This modulator
allows the 10405T-F to be plugged directly into an)-
domestic TV set. and comes complele with a lead o
allow you o do so, Thlw‘ﬁmamnnlpuh fram
Silica includes the new 10405T-FM with modulator plus
faur high quality software packages including a spread-
sheet, database. word processor and programiming kang-
uAge. This ‘Professional Pack' software will snable you to
get siraight down 10 businass with your new computer. In
addition 1o this software (worth £384.84), it you buy the
Professional Pack from Silica Shop, you will also recede
IHI SIHH- ST Starter Wit (worth over £200). Fres Of
Return the eoupan for further information.

£499

INCLUDING VAT
With SM124 mono monitor:  £5984%5
With SC1224 colour monitor; = £79845

2Mb & AMb MEGA ST

The value for money offered by the Atari ST range is reflected in the Explorer Pack
featuring the 520ST-FM computer with 512K RAM. The 520ST-FM computer now
comes with a built-in 1 Mb double sided disk drive as well as a free mouse controller
and a built-in TV modulator. The new S20ST-FM Explorer Pack includes the 5205T-
FM computer, the arcade game Ranarama, a tutorial program and some useful
deskiop accessories. In addition, it you buy the Explorer Pack from Silica, we will
give you the Silica ST Starter Kit worth over £200, FREE OF CHARGE. Retumn the
coupon for details of our Starter Kit and of the full ST range.

+ SM124 mono monitor: + SC1224 colour monitor: £5 "'“

SILICA STARTER KIT: Worth ower £300, FREE

mummwmmwmm mmnmarmmmmmm
MH.TM-IIIIMN\'WM can offer | AROFESSIOMAL PACK: Free busiress software
A Compuler, & few penpherals and e top ten selling | with ¥MOST-Fi and MEGA ST's bought from Silica

u- Thare are memmm‘m DEDICATED SERVICING: 7 tull-tems A1A1 trained

TmuEGhSTmpmmumunmm&uHmmmmsupuaum o or
cannected by & cailed telophana style cable. There s two vorsiogs of fhe MEGA ST, "““‘m’m““"“ P e ) Ry tuge | statt wih yaars of exparience cn Atar senvcirg
ana with 2Mbytes of RAM and the other with dMbyles. Each orsion has a 1Mbyte wmﬂwmmpmd- rangs of Alan §T | TME FULL STOCK RANGE: Al of your Atan

o largest

related prociucts apecialist g uirma IS fnam one place
iechnical memxmmm%m AFTER SALES SUPPORT: The ssfl at Sikca aen
luding Iree newsistiers and Drochires delwened 10 your dedicated io help you get the best fram your 5T,
G0 for a8 lohg & you requing ater you purchase your | FREE CATALOGUES: Muiksd dinect to your home
computer, Thal one compdny is Silica Shop. We have | 88 300N a5 we prind them, Tealuing offers as well
Ibeen estabiishad in e home compuler fiekd for ter years | B8 811 0f the new reieases
with an anfusl fumaver in excess of £8 million and can | FREE OVERMIGHT DELIVERY: On all hardwine
0w Ciim 10 Meel our Cusiomers requirements with an | ‘00 SDDad witen the UK mainiand
accuracy and undersianding which is second to none. | PRICE MATCH PROBNSE: We will mslch comp-
But don't just take our word for it Complaie and return m:onc'ummumpﬂum
e Coupon below for our |alest imerniure and bagin to HELPLINE: Fist fime team al
sxparience the Silica Shop specialist Atar senvice. mmlmmmum

FREE SILICA STARTER KIT
WORTH OVER £200

WITH EVERY ST - RETURN COUPON FOR DETAILS
ALL PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY

L1 E__} L1
nn 'nu n"" A“ ATARI I To: Silica Shop Lid, ;mh?Emsg 1:heTews Ham;y ;d ;cunen:mu 4D
e e sy e e e | | PLEASE SEND FREE LITERATURE ON THE ATARI ST

T user. 181 us know. We will be pleased io send you copsss of our price lists and newsetiers
Mr/Mrs/Ms: Initials: Surname:

FREE OF CHARGE as they becoma avallable. Complete the coupon and refurm it 1o our Sidoup
branch and begin expenencing & specialist 5T service Inal is second 10 none.
SILICA SHOP: Address:
SIDGU'P '[&. Ma.il Drder]l 01-309 1111 I I
RO&O' Sideu) .Kem DAT4 4DX
orzmmsaram Sm ATE FFHmP'*m :"m
LONDOMN _.............. 01-580 4000
52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA
OPEN.: MON-SAT 8 30am - 6 L.ITE MIGHT: NONE

LONDON . 01-629 1234 ext 3914 Postcode:
Sem-rms rurr Hmr) Oxford Street, Lang‘oﬂ W14 1 Do you already own @ computer DTP D
6.00pm  LATE NIGHT: Mnsmvsnm Spm If s0, which one do you own?
Il N ESE BN TN BEN BN BN BB BBE e e e

double sided disk drive built-in 1o the CPU unit. The MEGA 5T's do not coma with
modulator built-in and must therelore be used with a maniior. With every MEGA 5T
purchased, we will add the ‘Professional Pack’ software (worth £384.83) detailed

jhove.Pus e 51 2Mb MEGA ST 4Mb MEGA ST
b O o w | E1199:
boith Free

Relurn the coupon  +MONO Manitor =£988 | +mono monitor = £1298
+ealour monitor=£1198 |+ colour monitor = £1498

DIP PageStream £149:-.

* TERT-FLOW
mmm-wl“mmumm-mummmhumsr ‘uburmorm‘rim
cafed PageSirnem cosls only EM48 (=VAT=£171.35) snd, becsuse it | * SLANT OR TWIST ANY OBJECT
. be up and | * POSTSCRIPT COMPATIBLE
mmm.mrmnhnm:mmanmmm * TAG FUNCTION
PageSiream i HERMING & HYPHENATION

AUTO/MANUAL
* GROUPING OF OBJECTS

A, COMpiatE and PEL 1 Coupon below, Ticking e 'TTF bos i the comer.




Hﬁi’l"-i

MARBLE MADNESS. £24.95 TEST DRIVE. £24.95 BEYOND THE ICE PALACE. £19.95 BUGGY BOY. £19.95 EDDIE EDWARDS S5UPER 5KI. £19.95  IKARI WAH.hnns 14,
Electronic Arts. Electronic Arts. Elite. Elite. Elite.
CHOPPER X. £9.99 ROADWARS. £19.95 XENON. £19.95 ARKANOID Il. £19.95 WIZBALL. £19.95 BLACK p £19.95
Mastertronic. Melbourne House. Melbourne House, Imagine. Ocean.
Here it is! The new Super Pack from Atari. There's no catch. You really do get the

You don't just get the brilliant 520STFM. 520STFM and £450 worth of great software
We're giving you twenty-two great software titles for just £399.99.
titles that most people would gladly sell their So make sure you include yourself in this
grannies for. great offer*

*Available from most Atari dealers. Offer ends March 15t 1989,

T




VI. £399.99 inclusive.

RANARAMA, £19.95 THUNDERCATS. £19.95 ZYMNAPS. £19.99

ARI WARNORS. £14.95
Elps. Hewson. Elite, Hewson. Logotron Mandarin,

STARQUAKE. £19.95

BLACK LAap £19.95 GENESIS. £19.95 THRUST, £9.95 SECONDS OUT £19.95 SUMMER OLYMPIAD 88. £19.95 ORGANISER BUSINESS
Firgjrd, Firebird. Firebird, Tynesoft. Tynesoft. SOFTWARE. £49.95

Triangle Publishing.

[ Please send me details of this and other Atari Products NCE 26 JAN |
| Name._ _ Address f |
| far Tr il Postcode ,

|_Atari Corp (UK) Ltd., Atari House, Railway Terrace, Slough, Berkshire SL2 5BZ J s U P E R PA‘ K
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Howa PC1ST2 changed my lf!

Richard Challis suffers
from dyslexia. The
handicap was ruining his
career prospects and his
sense of self esteem — until

| he bought an Amstrad

PC1512...

arly in 1987 Richard Challis was told he
would never be able to sit his A-Levels. His
ambitions to enter university and gain an
electronics engineering degree looked
remote. Three months later he bought an
Amstrad 1512 - it changed his life. Last June he
became the first student to take exams with the
aid of a computer. Today he's studying three A-
Levels and well on his way to higher education.

Challis suffers from the word recognition
disability dyslexia. His 1Q is said to be 130 but his
handwriting looks like that of a ten year old's. He
writes half as quickly as is average for people of
his age and intelligence; most times he can't
even read the writing himself. He can spell in his
head but can't get it onto paper without messing
up all the letters.

He walks to Bath College every day with a bag
that's obviously far to big for him. It contains a
motley crew of dog-eared text books and bulging
file folders as well as a jumble of computer leads,
some batteries, manuals, 5.25 inch floppies and a
Cambridge Computer 288 portable. The PC1512
stays at home.

The Z88 completely cancels out all his
disabilities, since there is now no need to make
use of the handwritten word. Each lesson he's
tapping notes while his peers are scribbling. The
formula is thus: dyslexia + computer = normality.

“I began using the ZB88 about two weeks after |
started at college. Before that I just had to take
notes and do as best as [ could. But with dictation

education. Challis had a go at
gaining a grant for the Z88
but it came o nouaght.
“Maybe there's a chance at
the Dyslexia Society for
someone without any money.
But they've only got limited
funds.”

Examining the
advantages of a
PC

While the other nervous
students were in a draughty
hall last June, Challis was on
his own in front of an
Amstrad 1512, Being the first
student to take his exams on
a computer there was no
correct procedure to follow -
teachers duly checked and
rechecked all the disks.
Without the computer
Challis has no doubt that he
would have failed. “When the
examiner had come to read
my notes he wouldn't have
been very pleased, especially
if he was tired. Without a
computer they would have
given me 15 per cent extra
time to work in. But that's not
satisfactory because ['m still

rather messy."”

Education authorities at the
time were completely
entangled by the administration and
organisational red tape of the new GCSE
curriculum. It was in this environment that
Challis and his family applied to use his PC in
appropriate exams
“At first there was some lack of communication.
We wrote to the school and they wrote to the
board. It took ages for any decision to be reached.
It was like taking one step forward and two steps
back. It wasn't that the board was saying ‘don't
worry about this midget’. They just

What is dyslexia?

from it.

Edison, Albert Einstein and George Washington.

Dyslexia is an organising disability which impairs short term
memory, perception and hand skills so causing interference in
the development of language. Five per cent of students suffer

Specialists say it should be diagnosed by the age of nine,
However, Richard Challis was diagnosed at the age of 13
Dyslexia is often hereditary and there is no known cure. Famous
dyslexics include Lewis Carroll, Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas

wanted it to be fair on everyone. In the
end the board of governors gave us a
one maonth warning to be ready for the
exams. It was plenty of time to get
organised. "

Now that the precedent has been set
teachers insist that, if they want to use
one, dyslexics must apply to use a
computer at the beginning of their
course. If so, they are required see an
educational psychiatrist who will check
speed of handwriting to speed of word

that's particularly difficult. People criticise the

| 288 because of its rubber keyboard but [ think it's

brilliant because it's silent. It would be a
distraction for the other students if 1 was going
clickety clack all day.” After taking notes Richard
can plug the Z88 into the Physics department's
printer or he can go home and port it over to the
1512, The end result of course is a set of notes
superior to normal handwritten ones

“1 am computer minded and I enjoy working
with them,” says Challis. He's currently working
with Borland's Pascal language to produce a
program for Dyslexics which will help them
recognise figures better.

Obwviously the computer is essential to his

processing. Richard's word processing
averages out at 25 words per minute -
about the same as handwriting, Therefore there
was no unfair advantage in the micro. Also, he
was allowed to do the printing outside of exam
time, since that would have been an intolerable
distraction.

+ Challis; Dyslexia? No problem

The dishonourable among us will immediately
spot, though, that a sly character might easily be
able to turn the PC into a very unfair advantage.

“l could have taken in a memory resident
database, but everything was checked very
thoroughly. It would have been amusing to try
but the first person who uses a computer and
cheats will get a red letter from me. If | had been
caught cheating there would have been a right
howl about it. My disks were all validated by a

teacher who understood MS/DOS and WordStar |

1512."

“The computer has made me more
confident. because | can deal with the
problem | can talk about it and not just
clam up.”

WordStar was the only software used and he
wasn't allowed to use the spelling checker disk
except for on the English Oral exam in which
other students can use a dictionary anyway. He
didn't use the computer for papers which
required short answers or formulae such as
Maths. Those which recquired long essays such as
Geography, History, English made the most of the
word processor

Students taking the new GCSEs have enjoyed a
softened focus on the exam itself with more

attention being paid to projects. Challis used

Limited hel

easily will find word processing a godsend

Computers will heE only some dyslexics. Those who have
problems reading will find ot just as difficult to use the
keyboard. Those who can read and take in the printed word

his computer to design graphs and pie charts
for an  Economics project. . "l didn't use

design the graphs pixel by pixel using GEM
Paint.” All students are allowed to use
computers for projects, though, with many
turning to the trusty on-site Beeb for
assistance. @

anything like VP Planner though. I'd rather |
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Amstrad PC1512/1640/2086

We offer a wide choice of Amstrad PCs with many upgrade options, including
the wvery latest PC20B6 range. For the hard disk option, check our ‘Evesham
Upgraded Modals'. Only the best will do - so we normally upgrade by means
of a Wastern Digital Filecard, which includes XTree and edRead softwara;
however on single drive 1512/1640 models we can offer internal installations at
the same price (leaving more expansion room but no upgrade opportunity for
a 2nd floppy drive). We can provide on-site service contracts at time of

- please ‘phone for details. Prices in lighter type exclude VAT,

Free with 1512 models... Ability and 4 US Gold Games

All prices include VAT and Delivery

S520STFM SUPER PACK
AATAR[ Includes STFM with TMEG drive, 21 games with
business software (worth over £450) & joystick.

Only £349.00

520 STFM latest varsion with 1MEG drive fitted ....
1040 STFM latest model, inc.TV modulator, with and

VIP Professional fof 0Nl ...........ccsceemmmmm s ssssmssssssssesesssssmsssase £419.00
1040 STFM model with 2 software items as above, with mono manitor ..... £529.00
1040 STFM modal with 2 software items as above, including same

exiras as Supﬂhﬁd with above '520 STFM Super Pack’ . .. £489.00

1040 STFM with "super pack’ exiras as above, with SM1 24 manitor ..
.. £849.00 PC 1640 Summer Promotion Pack

Mega ST2 with mono monitor, 'MS- Write' and "VIP Pro.’ ...
Mega 5T4 with mono monitor, ‘MS-Wrile' and 'VIP Pro. Includes PC1640 DD with mono monitor, DMP4000 Brlnter and software pack inc.
Wordstar 1512, Supercalc 3.1 and Accounts Master .. £8989.00 inc.VAT

SLM804 laser printer, great value at ..
optional extras

EQA (ECD)
1840

2084
14" HRCD

SM124!5 mono manitor .
a ST2 padca.g‘ - inciudes Maga : mon
SLMB04 laser printar, Mn:msoft Write', '.I'IF' F'I'DTQSEI-IUH&I

Maths ocessor B0a7-2
Amsirad em Card V2 J r j
Amstrad MC2400 Modem Card .....£199.00 self centering analog type

5" drive
'Fleet St. Publisher’ software and 90 days on site maintenance .. £1795.00
Atari DTP system - Includes Mega ST4, mono menitor, 3.5 inch drive (V20K) for 1512 memory upgrade fo 640K .......
SLMBO4 laser printer, 30Mb hard disk, ‘Flest Strest any single drive models ......

Publisher software and 90 days on site maintenance .
5.25" External drive 40/80 track 360/720K formatted l:apauty
Pa:c:e Linnet Modem Pack inc.cable & software .. =

@ 1185 15" FST telelext remote ctri TV/Monitor c/w ST |:|r Amnga c-abla £269.00
P lips CMBB33 colour monitor c/iw ST or Amiga cable .. £229.00

Philips CM8852 as above, higher resclution ..............
Cameron Handy Mouse, hlgh quality replacement ST mouse ... Low prices o[:l“:;ls %rlgg:k;g’a;:ﬁﬂ:!wgwad"“ moadels

PPC512S ........ £373.04) £429.00 PPCB405 ........ (E477.39) £549.00
commodore hardware PPC512D ... (£433.91) £409.00 PPCB40D

(£546.96) £629.00
SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA PACK New low price External 3.5" floppy drive (720K) to suil ANY Amstrad
1512/1640 inc. DD and HD models! Uses no expansion slots ..... £99.95

A new Amiga 500 package including the following: (extras worth over £270) s
* Amiga S0 computer & Photon Paint + Demolition

* TV Modulator * Karate Kid 1T % Atax all for onl o ~Ci 21T w1 caye

* Mouse & Mouse mat % Gobdrunner & plus § disks of y Centr ﬂ'l PUI-H t S l‘ilff!.l- are

* Jostick AXRE public domain sware | £..399.00 For all your PC disk management requirements
epas rid St s ’ .

Oceanic OC-118 647128 disk drive for 64/128 with free GEOS software ... £129.95 PC Tools Deluxe..............0ther wifiities may claim to ‘do i aif but only PG Tooks Deluxe

QOeceanic OC-118 as above with Freeze Machine . . £148.95 is the completa disk uhhrrﬂpaaage providing a fast hard disk , the bast undelete avallable,

Freeze Machine complete backup cartridge, with mtegral ‘reset button ..
LC-10 commodore 64./128 ready printer inc. 2 exitra black ribbons free ...
LC-10 7-colour version of above printer ing. 2 axtra black ribbons ..............

Amiga & ST 3.5" Drives

100% sale formatting of floppy and hard disks, uniormat, rakable sh::admng mrmrnsuaulg
in fact everything required fo manage & protect your data at a sensible prica

Cﬂpj’ il PC Version 5.......Tha most ettective floppy disk backup utility of it's type. We always
ship the kxtest version. Can also transfer margl programs 1o hard disk and then run them without
reference to floppy. Supports both 5.25" and 3.5° disk format. Don't be without iL.................£24.95
Copy Il Deluxe Option Board....The utimate soltion to backing up copy-protectad
software usi :he hardware option. All the orginal faatures of the Option Board, including the

* Very Qulet Fl‘.lﬂj" compatible, high quality 3.5" mast powerlu ar product on the market, and can even transiorm any PC equippad
* Slimll i th a 3.5 d 1BMMaci Aliows
% gimins Sying extornal afives forthe ST and Amiga| [ s civack S e Bt b Hws v 1o i el
e Suzen . Amiga version only £79.95

On/Off switch for A ] 3
% Bama pugen ps0 tor 31 Atari ST version only £82.95 PRINTERS
* T (mnatien A:ulgpacu ity Prices include VAT & delivery All prices include VAT, delivery and cable

Western Digital Filecards

Upgrading your PC to hard disk? Look no further, we offer the best prices
on top quality hardcards. Therough documentation supplied, low power

; T Star LC10 bast-salling 144/36¢ps printer, 4 NLQ rorrls inc.2 extra ribbons free .. £199.00
consumption, with free XTree file management sofiware and Speedread. For Star LG10 7-colour version of above printar, inc.2 exira biack fbbons . x i
Amstrad PG1512/1640 users we supply hardcards tested and formatted, with Star LC24-10 fealure-packed multifont 24 pin printer ...
our simple software installation p ure. The best packages available! Star NB24-10 great value 24pin inc. cut s feeder + 2 exira ribbons . 1
20 MEG...£229.00 32 MEG...£249.00 Star NX-15 budget wide camlage priner . £329.00

Star NB24-15 wide carr.version of NE24-10 inc. cut sheat isadar

NEC P2200 budgel 24pin, great valus 15&'56135
P i Amstrad DMP325001 good value 10° with ser rallel |rl1.erfanes £189.00
I for all Atari ST models Panasonic KXP1081 relable budget 10" prinier V20724 cps £169.00
anasonc KXP1124 great new stmdy 10° muliifont 24pin prinler 2319 00
I = I I v only £24.95 Epson LX800 popular 10" 180/ zﬁ‘ﬁu—
Epson LO500 good 24pin printer 150/50 ::ps
New Version 4 disk utilties for the ST, features include: protected software backup, Gitizen 1200 good value 10" 120 cps ...

featuring the new turbo nibbler, a faster and more poweriul copier, which uses all available Cilizen HQP-45 wide caniiage 24pin printer - a bargain ..

drives & memory and includes 56 parameter options for handling a ?r&atar ranga of software;
drive B boot to allow many programs to startup from drive B; organiser accessory providing How to order
many major disk management commands; extra format giving over 15% exlra user siorage All prices VAT/deli -

area per floppy disk; fast backup; ramdisk accessory; undelete file; PLUS many morel Nl::t day deli::yv;gnﬁllr‘:ﬂrf“ Evesham Mlcros u‘d

Send cheque, P.O. or ACCESS/VISA datails - ¥ .
B v AR E IO danie 63 Bridge Street

3.5 dISkE‘, 5.25" disks Gowt., educ. & PLC official orders welcome Evesham
10..£11.95 in plasti 25..013.95 |0 50 cap box £22.95 A nglguc%ﬁmt%ﬂdv:il:b‘ﬂ. D—EE:.S’:‘EIE‘ Worcs WFI:I'1 4SF
25.. 0 cap box £24.95 Telex: 333294 Fax: 0386 765354 Tel: 0386 765500

Fully guaranteed double sided medis

Also at: 1762 Pershore Rd.. Coiteridge, Birmingham, B30 3BH Tel: 021 458 4564




SECTOR SOFTWARE .

WE SPECIALISE IN SINCLAIR QL, CAMBRIDGE COMPUTERS, Z88 AND
COMMODORE AMIGA SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE

AMIGA A500 SPECIAL OFFER!

AMIGA A500 WITH BASIC AND EXTRAS

MODULATOR MERCENARY
BARBARIAN .
WORKBENCH ALL FOR £389 ULTIMATE WARRIOR
MOUSE TERRORPODS
BUGGY BOY ;
AMEGAS INCLUDING VAT /POSTAGE THUNDERCATS
INSANITY FIGHT 2 IKARI WARRIORS
ART OF CHESS OFFICIAL COMPANY ORDERS ACGEPTED WIZBALL
BY MAIL OR FAX
788 portable?c#n?u?e?lDGE..I.GOMPUTERS o 279.00 Trumpcard (97K exparsion » GRK L. =20.00
T R M ~190.00 Taskmaster (allows many programs to run in the QL at once.....25.00

45,00 Touch Typist (Typing tutor for the Standard QL)... ety el E
..20.00 Spellbound (Checks your spelling as you type)... R ....BD.DU
...50.00 Flashback (The fastest database available on the Ql it o 28000
--20.00 Page Designer 2 (A full feature colour desktop publisher) .........35.00
35,00 Orrnndurnp (MLQ output in draft mode PD2 dumps +

-.25.00 grey scale).. i e A
-.25.00 QZ QL to Z88 file transfer Drugrdm and lead)... Ll e )
Plvotal tarfecd. 30.00 (L World Index (Very fast database to contents of QL

gk - World)... : wnen000
Eq‘;ﬁ‘rﬁgr;dcaap't’gfa“ 1”"'338 _.____::::'_:_“__._”::::::::::__________:::%8:88 Writeturn (Print Spreadsheets etc sideways on your printer).......12.00

|1{JE4S Stereo Colour Monitor .......£290.00 I Mono Monitor for Amiga inc. Lead ....£95.00 I ‘ Demon 2 V21/V23 Auto Modem..£91.00 I

Star LC10 Colour Printer (UK Version)..£290.00 I |Cumana 1Mb Switched Disk Drive for AS00........£95.00 I Midi Interface for AS00/A2000 .£289.00
1 Wi ; ; AS01 RAM/Clock Card for ASO0 |
Casio Midi Keyboard for AS00 or A2000...£289.00 I ‘Mams Adaptor for Casio Keyboard .....£10.00 I AL EANR, o - e s b £140.00 :
i

We Accept

128K RAM pack ..

32K RAM pack ..

128K EPROM PACK ..

32K EPROM pack ..

PC link software and cable .
L link software and cable ..
BC link software and cable ..

Serial printer cable ..

WEe AccerT | | Amiga A2000, Menitor, 1Mb RAM, Keyboard, Mouse .........................£1600,00
VOUCHERS :

EXPRESS
VOUCHERS

NORTHERN SINCLAIR SHOW BULLETIN BOARD

Oue to a lack of previous shows in the North for Sinclair machines Sector We are now nunning a Viewdata bulletin board on 0772 454328 Gpm fo Sam weekdays |

Software are to be organising a Morthern Sinclair show around Preston in and all weekends which is mainky QL specific but includes a 788 section and is soon 1o

Lancashire (jnct 28 or 29 ME) in about March, anyone who would like to be include an Amiga section.

mailed with details or any Spectrum, Qt, Z88 companies or peripheral

suppliers please contact us for details. We are at the moment writing Amiga fo Z88 file transfer software and Amiga to QL
softwiara. i you are ingrested in aither of these then please contact us for more details

We have a range of QL, Spectrum, ZX81, and Amstrad spare parls including We stock too many products 1o mention in any advert, (we hawve a reguiar four page

service manuals, ring far prices on individual items. aadvert in QL World each month, so please send us a SAE or give us a ring for our free
product guide and price st

SECTOR SOFTWARE are always on the lookout for Good quality programs :

for the QL. 288 or Amiga, if you have written one then please contact us. A;‘;no;s nrht:r-!;"g section is now available on the Bulletin Board, so goods can be
ordered by Modem,

Tel: 0772 454328 SECTOR SOFTWARE Fax: 0772 454328
E 39 Wray Crescent, Ulnes Walton, Leyland, Lancashire, PR5 3NH

Access and Visa accepted. All prices include VAT/UK postage




THEY'VE GOT NO SOLE

| have been having great problems with
Mirrorsoft and the new simulation,
Falcon, for the ST. Apparently they do not
load on some ST disk drives. Well, mine
didn't, so | sent it back at Mach 3 as they
claimed they were in the process of
writing a new program that would work. |
kept in contact with them as to the
progress of the new disks and waited
expectantly.

To my horror they say they have never
received my disks, five or six weeks after
| sent them. As | did not send them by
recorded delwery, as far as they were
concerned that was the end of it. They of
course blamed it on the Christrmas post,
but as they admitted a few others have
not been received either, | remain
sceptical.

| am sure many of your readers will
agree that there are few things more
infuriating than forking out £25 for a
long-awaited game which does not load. |
think we must not tolerate so much of
this in the software market or more care
would be taken before the release of the
game. | cannot see the logic in spending
twio years on developing a game when it
does not load up at the end of it. An
analogy with some other commodity, like
a pair of shoes would be no matter how
nice they looked they are not a lot of use
without soles.
lain Ramsbottom, Londaon.

@ First the problem of the disc.
Copy protection often works by
relying on the disc drive to behave
in a certain way when you ask it to
do something extraordinary - read
a sector that can't normally be read

Don't wnsrls YOUR MONEY
body out t \

or suchlike. This may well be
outside the specifications of the
drive that the manufacturers have
decided on, but if it works in
practice then everything is OK. The
problem comes when the

manufacturers change the drives
slightly, while still conforming to the
agreed specifications: maybe that
sneaky copy protection routine
doesn't work any more.

This is what may have happened in
Falcon's case. It just highlights the
problems caused by lack of
communication between the
software company, which
understandably wants copy
protection, the programmers, who
understandably devise what they
think are the cleverest protection
routines possible, and the drive
manufacturers, who change drives
while still sticking to standard
specs.

Whoever has lost your disc - the
Royal Mail or Mirrorsoft - doesn't
really matter now. Though it's easy
to say now, whenever you send
discs back, always use registered
post. Then if they do go astray you
at least know who to nail.

HELP WANTED

Please help. There is obviously
something very wrong with me because |
feel no urge to sell my CBM 128 system
and buy an Amiga! I'm not frightened of
progress but 'm not a technojunkie
either. | believe it doesn’t matter which
computer you have, it's what you do with
it that counts, and the fact is that most
Amiga 500 owners just play games and
draw pictures,

Mothing wrong with that, | do it too, but
until there is more (and cheaper) 'serious’
Amiga software then it will remain very
much a games machine for many
owners. Not what | need at all.

9 I wish | knew what makes us
spend monay on games too, As
someone who used to put his paper
round money into the Space
Invaders machines in the arcades |
can say it goes beyond the
graphics or the gamaplay itself,
Anyone who does know the answer
will be a rich person; come to think
of it, perhaps they already are, and
they happen to head large games
houses.

Whatever you think of Mrs W, she
speaks for a lot of people. She's
not a politico or a rock start or a
writer or anything, just a housewife;
her views have become well known
because so many share them,
though | am not one of them. As for
points 3, 4 and 5, you're quite right
of course,

| know that one day there will be no
more cheap 64,128 software and no
mare spares and Il have to upgrade. |
wonder if the Amiga will itself have been
overtaken by then? Meanwhile, I'll enjoy
not worrying about viruses, or which

Dear Reader

Three pages this week, packed with another selection from
our postbag. Got something to say? Make your voice heard in
computing's liveliest letters page! Send your contributions to;
Express Mail, 4 Queen Street, Bath, Avon BAI 1EJ
PS. Sorry, NO personal replies, whether you include an SAE or
not. We're too busy putting Express together!

kickstart | need, or if | can get it, or if it
will run my programs. I'll enjoy using
Superscript, Superbase and GEOQS. Il
enjoy writing my own programs in BASIC
7.0 and yes, Il enjoy playing games too,
but | won't sell a year-old system at a

loss just so | can play them in stereo with

4,096 colours,
Stephen Mercer, Shaftesbury, Dorset.

FREE LOVE
Your helpful feature on computer
problems in issue 9 was not entirely
accurate in its comments on the Amiga,
possibly because you were lgoking for
commercial solutions

Amiga users are fortunate in having a
great deal of excellent public domain

| software and shareware available which
| can cure any shortcomings. To recover
| an accidentally deleted file there's the PD

program Undelete on Fish disk 154,
although it does need two disk drives.
Diskalv {Fish disk 20 or the January ‘89
issue of Jump Disk for the latest version)

usually recovers deleted files and is much

better than DiskDoctor for salvaging
corrupted disks.

There are at least half-a-dozen PD
programs to provide macro facilities, as
well as commercial products such as
Zing!Keys and Hotkey in the Gizmoz
collection of utilities.

ARP (Amigadas Replacement Project)

| on Fish disk 123 prowides an alternative

operating system that is smaller and
faster than AmigaDos and includes a
Resident feature to keep often used
commands in memaory. If you prefer to
keep such commands on a RAM disk
then ASDG's recoverable RAM disk on
Fish disk 58 will survive rebooting the
computer.

John Walker, Bath, Avon.

AMIGA VIRUS

| have just moved up to the 16-bit market

| with the purchase of an Amiga AS00. As
| a computer user since 1981, | have kept

abreast of the latest news and
developments by reading mags like NCE
and now consider myself fortunate. If it
wasn't for the publicity given to the

| spread of computer viruses, and the

various ways to combat them, | would
now be the proud owner of a complete
set of infected discs.

When | received my Amiga, complete
with the Ten Star games pack, | write-
protected all my discs as a matter of

course. A friend who was already an
Amiga owner brought round his PD
software to show me, and whilst
demonstrating SYSTEM Z, a virus killer,
we discovered that one of my games
pack discs was infected with the Byte-
Bandit virus.

| have contacted the dealer who sold
me my machine and he said they have
only just found out about the virus from
the distributor of the games pack discs
The virus is on Wizball (disc no 10).

| feel very sorry for all the hundreds of
computer beginners who bought the

| Amiga special offer packs at Christmas,

who may not have write protected their
discs, and now unwittingly have

| transferred the virus to all their

collection. My congratulations to the
distributors of the Ten Star games pack
for doing more'to spread the virus than
anyone before them.

M J Post, Aldershot, Hants,

FOR FRACTAL FANS
The subject of fractals has been
generating interest to home computer
users. | am considering starting a small
newsletter Fractal Report containing
arficles on the subject. The articles will
be about practical programs for
generating fractal images on specific
home computers or on PCs, and also
machine code routines for specific
microprocessors. In addibon relevant
general interest articles will be
considered, together with readers’
letters. Ideally, articles should be
submitted on A4 sheets “camera ready”
for reproduction. However, handwritten
articles may be considered in exceptional
circumstances.

An introductory flyer and the first
edition will be issued free to anyone
interested. Anyone who submits articles

| that are accepted for publication in the

first issue wall get the next five issues
free of cost, if there is sufficient interest
for the newsletter to continue. At the time
of writing | have already had some high
level interest, and if any of the people
who have enquired actually send in
articles the newsletter should be a good
one

John de Rivaz, West Towan House,
Porthtowan, Truro, Cornwall TR4 8AX,

A LoAD OF DOS?
| am writing about Issue 9 of your
magazing, where on page 26 in your
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article called “Working out with
Workbench” you call the Amiga's
pperating system a “clumsy collection of
commands by the name of AmigaDos."

Granted the Amiga has to refer to the
disc for the information on the commands
but that hardly slows the operating
system down at all.

Saying that the workbench is not a
patch on the Mac or ST is in my opinion
utter nonsense. A program will take time
to go into operation if it takes up a lot of
memory and if there is another
application running. However, under
normal conditions workbench is very
effective.

Until now | have found that Express and
| ghare opinions in many subjects but in
my opinion you have never written
anything so far from the truth.

Jon Steadman, Banstead, Surrey.

[ ] Well, everyone's entitled to their
own opinion of course, but | find the
Amiga's operating system sluggish
compared not just to the Mac's and
ST's, but also to that of the single-
tasking, 1-colour menitor, one-
channel one-note mono sound, no-
blitter machine the Amstrad PCW.
Which is not so say that CP/M is
faster than AmigaDos, just that it’s...
er... less slow.

STOP MAKING CENSORS

| am writing to you on the subject of
censorship. Whether it be censorship of
TV, radio, books or computer games — it
does not matter which as | believe
censorship is bad. As soon as people try
to tell others which to see, hear, histen,
think or do we have problems. I'm not
saying that young children should not be
protected. What | am saying is that
grown, mature adults should be allowed
to play violent computer games if, when
and how they want to.

The likes of Mary Whitehouse can go
and mind their own business and let
others get on with theirs. The world does
not need ‘nosey parkers’ and ‘busy
bodies' so | say to everyone out there
who likes to interfere with other's lives
“push off you whinging nerd. if you don't
get your nose out of my business Tl
break it™
Gary McCombie, Stonehaven,
Kincardineshire.

literally allow anything at all. Do you |
think it right that paople should be
allowed to make and sell videos

where willing participants are

actually killed in front of the

camera, such as reportedly happens
in America? Surely you have to have
some form of censorship; at least |

| then you can argue where the line

should be drawn on, for example,
violent computer games. To a point,
| agree with you that adults should
be allowed to play violent computer
games, though | wouldn't like an
anything-goes situation.

And | don't think Mary Whitehouse
or anyone else particularly wants
their nose in your business.

MEemORY MEMO

| feel | have to write about the state of
| Amiga software, to be frank, it's a real
pain. | am a student, | earn £50 a week
from a part-time job. | cannot afford to
waste my money on bad, expensive
software.

The final straw for me was hearing, and
reading that Dungeon Master needs 1
meg of memory. Why? You said in your
review of the game that it was more or
less a straight conversion from the ST. i |
50, then why the need for an exira 512k?
Double the Amiga's memory, that's an
extra £100 odd to play a game that fits
into other machines’ standard 512k. It's
really pathetic, It makes the Amiga look
stupid, and makes me feel sick at the
thought that Il have to keep expanding

» Do we need protection? (see Stop making censors)

@ always get suspicious when
people say they don't believe in
censorship. More often than not,
what they mean is they don't believe
what they like should be censored. If
you don't have censorship, then you

| earth Afterburner was got into a

an already capable machine, just to stop
myself being left behind. People do more
with the Spectrum’s 48k than they have
done with the Amiga’s 512k, How on

Spectrum with 48k 'l never know, so why |
not the Amiga with Dungeon Master?

| that will make the situation worse, but Im
| sure companies can reduce their prices

» Dungeon Master on the Amiga: meﬂnoadlml:’[mlemoqmj

| software, and | would not know where to

| this can become extremely expensive,

| that afflicts aur saciety as a whole.

512k is a lot of memory. Programmers
are getting lazy; to ask the users to
spend extra on memory just to play a
game is not fair. The Amiga is supposed
to be a step forward in home computing,
which surely is why it is fitted with some
fantastic customn chips, and 512k of
MEemory.

| don't want to be forced into piracy,

to the same as ST software. You said
yourself in issue 10 that Commadaore was
the second largest computer supplier,
next to IBM. Surely then this indicates a
large enough market to allow for price
reductions in software. | hope so. | don't
want to have to feel | wasted £400 on a
machine that's going to be badky
supported.

N Turner, Aylesbury, Bucks.

@ And of course you're right;
there's no reason why Dungeon
Master couldn't have been better
converted for the 512K Amiga -

other than laziness. Odd, because
you'd think that in the end less
copies would be sold. Not everyone
can afford the memory upgrade.

AmiGA uB40?

| would like to contribute to your hacking-
piracy debate from a different
perspective. | am an unemployed Amiga
500 owner, who has never either bought
or been given an item of pirated

start hacking a piece of software.
Looking through all the computer
publications including your excellent
magazine one cannat help but be excited
and amazed by all the games of such

time of the year. As these games are £20
= £30 each (in some cases even more)

My paint is that those who are out of
work (like me) or on low incomes cannot
help but be tempted to buy or accept a
game from a friend or commercial pirate
at a cheap price. | consider myself to be
an honest person, but | would find it very
difficult to refuse a cheap pirated copy of
a game.

Perhaps the law of supply and demand
applies here. If those that cannot afford
to buy full price software did not exist
then the commercial pirate would not
exist, and the hobbyist cracker could
carry on as before without harmmg
anybody.

In conclusion then it seems that this
problem is a much more fundamental one

| A JBremer, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk.

. There are a few points here. The

first, which we are bound to say, is
that pirating of software is evil and
not justified under any circum-
stances, that if you condone it
because someone is unemployed
then you may as well condone

| stealing, etc. etc.

But if one of your friends was
unemployed and wanted to ‘borrow”
your word processing software that
they couldn't afford so they could
write job application letters [clearly
vital), you'd be hard pushed to say
no. Then you extend it to games
(vital again to while away the long
hours in the afternoon) and it
becomes difficult to draw the line.
Having principles is fine, but when
you're unemployed it makes you

| rather more pra,

gmatic.

It seems the real problem isn't the
price of software so much as the
fact that you can't afford it at the
moment. I'm not an economist but |
suspect the long-term solution is not
to bring the price of software down,
but to improve everyone's spending
power. Two equally glib replies to
you would be a) if you can't afford
the software, go and get a job and
b) if you can't afford the software,
the Government should get you a
job. Neither of those would be any
practical help to you or anyone else
though.

What about a similar scheme for
the unemployed to the one for
students, whereby you can borrow
money from the bank to buy a
machine and/or a bundle of
software, and pay off just the
interest until you get a job when you
pay the loan back in instalments?

With suitable software (word
processors, programming
languages et al.) you could learn
marketable skills and make your job
applications too, or perhaps use
your micro to earn meney in some
other way. And once you do, you'll
be able to afford any game you like.
Unless you're a computer journalist,
of course, in which case you won't
have any spare time to play them
anyway.

PsION LANGUAGE

At last a magazine for everybody. It's
great! But not perfect. How about a
column for Psion organiser users?
Chris Birch, Sutton, Morth Yorkshire

@ sure! And Z88s and Einsteins

| and Orics and Dragon 32s and PETs
| guality and depth that are released at this

and Lynxes and... No, you have to
draw the line somewhere,
unfortunately. Otherwise you'd have

| columns for machines like the MSX.

PcWw FILE: LAST WRITES

| see there was a piece in your news
pages last issue about the PCW File

| International User Group, on page 6.

'm actually head of the group, not
David Axford as you said, and decided to
close it down due to financial difficulties.
David will continue the magazine on a
section of the British Osbourne Owners
Group.

| have enclosed details about how the
group intends to carry on with Bob Ellis
offering free public domain software to
anyone that wants it.

Chris Bryant, Seaton, Devon

. It's a shame the newsletter had
to close as it was one of the better
fanzines around. PCW owners can
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continue to get free PD software, as
Chris mentions, for a minimum
copying fee of £2 per disc. A
catalogue of the 29 discs can be
had by sending a blank formatted
disc to ‘Rowan’, 100 St Peters
Close, Moreton-on-Lugg, Hereford
HR4 8DW. Chris assures everyone
that any outstanding debts will be
paid off in time.

PCW owners can get a special

@ There are bound to be some
smaller companies releasing games
which only a machine-specific mag
would know about. Also such mags
tend to be monthly, and their
definition of ‘imminent’ may be ‘in
the next five weeks or so' rather
than our ‘expected at the time of
publication’, ie. in the next seven

| days, thus making their lists look

time | am 75, as | intend to go on a waorld
cruise then!
‘Nd George', Darlaston, West Midlands

PET sHoP BOY

If you can remember the 8K Commodore
PET Ithe title of which, incidentally,
sparked the trend for silly acronyms -
PET apparently represented “Personal
Electronic Transactor”) when it was being
offered as first prize in a competition by

BEYOND OUR KEN

| am not normally given to writing to
magazines, but the letters in issue 10
from Ken Hardacre, whose Commaodore
PC1 failed on the day of purchase,
prampted me into action.

Under the Sale of Goods Act 1979
and goods sold in the course of
business must be of ‘merchantable
quality’. This is defined as being fit for
the purpase for which they were
intended.

Clearly, in Mr Hardacre's case his
Commodore PC1 was not of
merchantable gquality because you
wouldn't expect any product to fail on

.the day of purchase, provided it was
used in accordance with instructions.

In cases such as this the claim rests
with the retailer who should have
refunded Mr Hardacre's money straight
away, Of course Mr Hardacre could
have accepted a new machine if that
was his desire but in law he was only
entitled to a refund.

Again the Sale of Goods Act 1979
states that goods sold by description -
as all mail order goods inevitably are -
must correspond wath that description,
or once agam, the purchaser is entited
to a refund.

Your comment that the retailer may
have many sabisfied customers is, to
some extent, reasonable but future
customers should have a right to know
that they are running a risk in
purchasing an expensive item from this
firm; though hopefully having lost one
County Court case they will be wiser in
future. A wronged customer should not
have to resort to such measures to gain
that to which he is legally entitled.
Robert Pugh, Cardiff, S Glamorgan

RESTORE SOME ORDER

| feel that Mr Hardacre's experiences
with Lan computer systems and the
Commadore PC1 were just bad luck. |
do not know that details of the case but
would like to share my experiences with
your readers to balance things.

In the past | have ordered, by mail,
many items ranging from a spare printer
ribbon to a Spectrum, a PCW 9512, a
Sanyo PC and Panasonic printers. | have
never received any goods ‘next day’ as
promised and always there has been
some problem with the goods
themselves.

You think this might put me off buying
by mail order for ever;but no. Last
October | saw Lan's advert for the
Commodore PC1. | phoned them many
times with questions, as | did
Commodore. Bath were very helpful and
able to answer my questions quickly and
fully.

I rang Lan on the afternoon of October
25th and placed my order. The person
on the phone said ‘thanks for your
order, you should receive this
tomorrow’. Pull the other one, | thought.

Next morming, just after nine, sure
enough it arrived. Since then it has been
used five to six days a week and up to
nine hours at a time; it works perfectly.

| can imagine no better value than this
- £307 .85 including VAT and postage.
For my money | got the system unit, a
hi-res monitor, keyboard, MSDOS 3.2,
GW BASIC, ABLE-ONE (wordprocessor/
spreadsheet/ database/ graphics/
comms/ spelling checker etc.) - worth
£99 and so easy to use.

In the end it must be the luck of the
draw. This time Mr Hardacre lost and | -
for once - won!

MA Newport-Bal, Telford, Shropshire

THE THIRD REICH MAIL
ORDER CO.

Referring to issue 10 *Bring out
Skeletons”, | totally agree with Ken
Hardacre's letter and think you should
produce an article on disreputable
computer firms with County Court
judgements against them.

I you or | had a County Court
judgement against us you would find it
impossible to get credit and have
therefore had one bad action causing
you frve years of misery. Many

databases would hold the information
upon your credit worthiness, and if they
are incorrect you have little hope of
correcting them even with the Data
Protection Act helping you. You state
“just because a company has had a
County Court judgement against it in
one case doesn't mean that all its
dealings are suspect”. Bullshit! That's
liker saying that just because Hitler
murdered millions of people doesn’t
mean he was not a nice person. He was
a cruel, heartless amimal. If man will
treat one person with contempt do you
think they will not do it to another,

It's time the computer press looked
after its readers and not its advertisers,
We are the people who pay everybody's
salary in the computer industry and
related businesses, and we demand to
know who we are dealing with.

Would you buy a used car from Arthur
Daley? Mot on your nelly! Well Done Ken,
(G Holt, Doncaster.

® Comparing a software house
that mislays your order to a despot
who tried to annihilate an entire
race seems a bit excessive; | can
think of few mail order companies
that have invaded Poland recently.

We aim to look after our readers
by giving them unbiased reviews of
software, by bringing them news
about the computer scene, by
providing interesting features and
so on, all at a reasonable price. We
don't print stuff just because the
advertisers want us to, and that
way you can be reasonably sure of
what you read. We're not a
consumer watchdog and don't feel
we would be doing anything
particularly constructive by
running an article criticising
specific companies for specific
things, other than satisfying a few
people’s sense of revenge.

And no, | wouldn't buy a used car
from Arthur Daley either, because
he's a fictional character.

bundie of 14 back issues of PCW File
for £13.95 - nearly 400 pages of
information! Cheques to 11
Havenview Rd, Seaton, Devon EX12
2PF.

THE HAPPY RELEASE

| would love to complain about something
but I'm not going to - yet. Expressis a
great mag and seems like ACE should
have been.

But look at the release schedule page -
not exactly well informed are you?
Looking through Acorn magazine, | find
eight imminent releases for the
Archimedes (games) and even more for
the Beeb and Electron. Most Archie
owners would also buy an Acorn mag so
this is anly a minor grumble. Some extra
Acorn/ Beeb coverage wouldn't go amiss
though.

Andrew Williams, Neath, West Glam

bigger.
Prepare to be deluged by letters

| of protest from ACE readers! Fans

will be pleased to know that the
disgruntied software buyer on our
cover is ACE's Andy Smith.

ONLY AS OLD AS THE
MACHINE YOU FEEL

| wonder if | am your oldest reader? |
have a two-year old CPC&128 which | use
for word processing and even for playing
a few games, At the age of seventy-two |
have become a convert to computing,
hawing never touched one in my life
before. Although | am retired | still never
seem to have the time to do everything |
want on my machine.

My next buy will be a 16-bit machine,
and | have my eye on the Atari ST (also
my great-grandson is interested in MIDI),

| hope to learn programming by the

a major breakfast cereal manufacturer
[“the machine that every housewife has
dreamed of...helps you budget, stores
recipes, controls your home, efc etc”™),
and if you can remember gazing in awe
at a TRS-B0 mark one in Tandy's window
before going home to your half-soldered
UK101, then you're probably as old as |

| am (depressing, isn't it).

After the argument about which was
better, the TRS-80 with its nasty plastic
case and cheap monitor, or the PET with
integral dodgy cassette player and toy
keyboard, the following years saw
endless identical arguments between
owners of rival companies’ equipment
that far exceeded the feelings of, say,
rmval car owners,

Haven't things changed! The
arguments, once fairly civilised and
based on comparative appraisal of
technical differences, have degenerated

into straightforward slanging matches. |
was therefore amused to see that the
annual Christmas rush has produced

» Elite: Old yes, but obsolete...? [see Pet
shop boy]

massive sales of the Spectrum and
especially the Commodore 64, The
former is hopelessly outperformed by
modern 16-bit devices, and the latter still
retains most of the original Commodore
Basic designed for the PET all those

| years ago. | would like to think that these

machines are selling only partly because
the others are too expensive, but mainly
because an awful lot of people aren’t
interested in state-of-the-art and just want
a machine that delivers the goods in
terms of entertainment and value for
MOney.

Sadly, even older computer games
sometimes come in for unwarranted
criticism._ In *Amiga Blit" Jason Holborn
took time to pick holes n Elte simply
because it was not “innovative”,
compared to Starglider 11. Yet the
gameplay of the latter is decidedly old
hat and compnses the simplest of
adventure scenarios - collect various
tems, reach a target, kill it, end of
adventure.

Please, why not judge gameplay as a
priarity, and consider graphical
presentahon simply in terms of how
much (or little) it contributes to the
overall atmosphere? After all, Elite was/is
widely regarded as a fine game in its own
right, and | don't believe that Scrabble or
Monopoly would be condemned simply
because the layouts weren't innovative
(*Sarry, Waddingtons, but it's time to
mave an...7)

| wouldn't wish to imply that galy old is
beautiful; as an 5T owner myself | could

| hardly do that. But in the quest for
| excellence both in software and

hardware, not everyone wants to be right
behind the cutting edge of technology if
previously praiseworthy standards are to
be disdained simply by virtue of age. Old
is not necessarily obsalete, as | tell
myself every morning whilst looking in the
mirror,

P.S. The PET was better than the TRS-80.
Chris Osborne, Lowestoft, Suffolk

L] Awful puns in computing go back
further than the PET: in the 1950s

| Lyons, the Tea People, were the first

example, you still can't take a betier
picture than was possible with a pre-
war Leica; though today's hatchbacks
are more comfortable and aconomical
than the Morris 1000 was, they re no
better for just getting from A to B;
although the TVs you buy now are
superior lo the tiny black and white
Jjobs of the sixties, the programs are
no better. Out with Network 7! Bring
back Bill and Ben!
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01-543 3420
JOIN OUR FREE SOFTWARE CLUB ENTITLING

YOU TO OVER 30% DISCOUNT ON ALL
GAMES SOFTWARE

MEMBERSHIP IS AUTOMATIC WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR FIRST ORDER

CLUB PRICES

RRP OUR PRICE

BUSINESS SOFTWARE
NOW AT 30% OFF RRP
PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS

AMIGA B2000

£845 ...

INC VAT 917.75

20 MEG INTERNAL DRIVE

£321.73...

INC VAT £369.99

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP OFFERS

DRAGONS LAIR (1 MEG ONLY).............29.99
DRAGONS LAIR + 1/2 MEG EXP...........159.99
OPERATION WOLF ...........c..coiinnnirininenn. 13,50
RETURN OF THE JEDI...........c.cceveeninneen.. 13.50

DUNGEON MASTER (1 MEG ONLY) ...... 16.50
DUNGEON MASTER + 1/2 MEG EXP...147.99
512K UPGRADE WITH CLOCK..............134.99
PAL GENLOCK (EXTERNAL) ................110.00

PHONE FOR MORE OFFERS ON ALL
COMPUTERS

ALL THESE PRICES INC VAT
€= commodore

AMIGA packs

AMIGA A500+ PHOTON PAINT
IKARI WARRIORS MERCENARY COMP
BARBARIAN INSANITY FLIGHT
THUNDER CATS WIZBALL

AMIGAS ART OF CHESS
BUGGY BOY TERRORPODS

TV MODULATOR

£375::

PHONE FOR PRICES ON ALL HARDWARE AND PERIPHERALS
FREE DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS

CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO "SILICON DREAMS"
SILICON HOUSE, 73 SOUTHPARK ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON SW19 8RT




SMART CONSUMER

FEATURE

How t0 be a Smar
consum

Buying a computer or
software? Everyone wants
your money: mail order
houses, High Street
retailers, street traders,
even people selling their
Christmas presents in the
classified ads...

The vast majority of
dealers are reliable and
professional, but how do
you avoid the cowboys?
And what do you do when
things go wrong? Rik
Haynes investigates the
dos and don'’ts of computer
consumerism...

uying a piece of software should be like
buying a record or CD: you pick what you
want, pay your money and take your
goodies home to enjoy. But in practice it's
never like that. For a start, you have a choice
between sources: should you order cheaply from
a mail order house you can't be sure will be thare
after they've cashed your cheque, or stick with
your High Street store, which may not know the
first thing about your machine? And what do you
do when your disk doesn't work, the program is
useless or you dom't even receive what you
ordered? Being a smart computer user isn't
enough - you need to be a smarn consumer (oo,

Perhaps the best way to be a smart consumer is
to find out as much as possible about the product
before you attempt to purchase it. This means
reading all the computer magazines which might
review it, or include it in their ‘best buys' section
Word of mouth can be a good guide too — maybe
some of your friends have heard or seen what
you're after.

The idea is to give yourself an informed and
unbiased opinion on the product before you're
introduced to all the sales hype. The more you
know about the product, the better you can judge
its walue, weaknesses and strengths. And the
final decision must be as to whether you really

want or need it, and this requires a reasonable
amount of thought, especially if it's an expensive
1tem,

Before deciding on the source of purchase, look
around — a superior product at a more desirable
price might just be round the corner When
talking to a trader, don't be afraid to ask
questions, even if you feel they sound stupid

Whenever possible, try to use the product
before you buy. It may say in the advert that it's
“gasy and intuitive to use” or that it has
“stunning graphics”™ but the best judge of that
will be yourself Ask for a demonstration in the
shop, or if possible find someona you know who
owns it. This is the acid test, and if you're
dissatisfied with any aspect of it, then think it
over before you hand over your money.

Method of payment is also an important factor.
For instance, if you pay by credit card you not
only have the benefit of being able to pay the
amount back up to a month later, but when
purchasing a single item costing over £100 you
may be able to claim your money back from the
credit card company if you have any difficulties
with the trader. This is particularly useful if the
trader goes out of business. On the other hand,
some traders will give a discount if you pay by
cash.

w

Muﬂiple high-street retailer

As computer products have evolved through the
years, they've become more of a mainstream
purchase like a video, Compact Disc player, etc. So
where better to buy a computer product than from
your local branch of a well known multiple high-
street retailer? But wait, computer products aren't
that mainstream: they're complex products that
manage to acquire huge amounts of information,
thus requiring a salesperson with a high degree
of knowledge about the subject. Surely not the
same salesperson who also sells the washing
machines, personal stereos and blank videos?

So it's unfair to expect any great before- or after
sales support in the form of detailed information
about your purchase. What you can expect is an
excellent service when returning faulty items, as
multiples have to preserve a high level of
customer service in order to survive, Going back
and asking how to set tabs on your word
processor or how to get to level 36 on the game
will be a waste of time, but if your disk is faulty
they'll give you another straight off the shelf.

Prices will normally be recommended retail
prices — or just below - 50 you won't get many
bargains either. Overall, multiples are a just fast,
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SMART CONSUMER

Da you know your rights?

"I know my rights!"” is a phrase that everyone
resorts to at one time or another, but not many
people actually do know the specifics of their
rights.

Consumer legal rights cover any goods bought
from a trader. The term trader includes high-
street retailer, independent retailer, street
market retailer or mail order retailer. Goods
purchased in a sale are also included.

The law has three basic rules:

* Goods must be of “merchantable quality™.
Goods must not be broken or damaged and must
woark properly. For example, if an Amiga
computer works perfectly, but its mouse doesn't
move left, the goods are not of merchantable
quality. With software this can be a tricky
problem to interpret. For instance, if you buy a
word processor which claims to be ablg to print
letters but only prints draft quality, you could
claim that for its price and given general
standards of word processing software that it
was not of ‘merchantable quality’, because it
didn’t do the job it was meant to do.

= Goods must be “as described”.

If the package, display sign or seller describes
any of the features of an item that is sold, then
that item must contain those features. If you're
told a computer comes with a joystick then the
seller must supply a joystick, and if an accounts
package claims to be able to do VAT then it must
be able to do that.

® Goods must be “fit for any particular purpose”
Your particular purpose must be made known to
the seller prior to any purchase. If you tell the
seller you want an art package that produces
circles, then any art package the seller provides
should indeed produce circles.

convenient way of purchasing computer products
- some even have salespeople that actually know
! a little bit about computing. If you're lucky!

Indepeﬂderrt retailer

The second type of outlet — your local computar
specialist in the Yellow Pages -
differentiated from the High Street chain store by
it lack of washing machines and plethora of pot
plants. The advantages of shopping in an

can be |

independent retailer can mainly be summed up in |

one word: experience. It's very unusual to find an
independent retailer who doesn't know at least a
little bit about your particular computer, however

obscure, and its associated range of software and |

peripherals.

This is the place to go if you want the latest |
software release, or some up-to-date information, |

very knowledgeable

cE

i

If there's a fault with anything you buy. you
should inform the seller at once because it's the
saller — not the manufacturer — who must sort
out your complaint.

If any of the three rules of the law have bean
broken you can:

# Reject the goods and get your money back.

or

= Get a cash payment to make up the difference
bBetween what you paid and the reduced value of
the faulty goods.

or

» If you both agree, you may receive a
replacement or free repair.

Exactly what you're entitled to depends on the
seriousness of the fault and the speed at which
you inform the seller. In practice any reputable
dealer will give you either a replacement or your
money back so long as your protest is
reasonable.

Sometimes goods come with a guarantee. This
doesn't affect your legal rights but can offer
some form of extra protection. But treat any
guarantee with caution as it may not be
enforceable in law. See your local consumer
adviser if you have any queries about a
particular guarantea.

Please note that the above information concern
consumer’s legal rights in England and Wales —
Scotland and Northern Ireland may have slightly
different regulations. For further information you
can obtain the following Office of Fair Trading
leaflets (free of charge) from your local consumer
adviser or various public libraries:

How to put things right (England and Wales).
Dear Shopper in Scotland.
Dear Shopper in Northern Ireland

or indeed buy your computer. |
Most offer informed after-sales |
support provided by a usually |
and |
| companies constantly update their product range
| and prices.

| = Never send cash by post — use a cheque, postal
| order or credit card. When paying by cheque write
| wyour name and address on the back.

enthusiastic salesparson.

The drawback, is of course, the cost of this
service — with product prices likely to be highest
out of all the other types of outlet. Though
sometimes if you're lucky, you can discover the
exception that proves this rule.

M.it order retaiter

Mail order advertisements appear frequently in
most computer magazines, presenting a wide
cheice of hardware and software at reasonable
prices — quite often a lot cheaper than shop
prices. Buying computer products by post gives
you the chance to compare prices easily and get
the very best deal.

Unfortunately despite the many legitimate mail
order companies providing an excellent service,
there are a few less reputable firms who'll take
your money but won't dispatch your ordered
goods on time, or at all.

When buying goods by post, it's a good idea to:
= Use the most recent advertisement — mail-order

s Use recorded delivery if your order entails a
large sum of money.
* Include your name and address in any
correspondence.
= Keep a copy of your order and the advert.
# Make a note of the date you send it.
and probably most important
® Phone the company beforehand to confirm it has
the product in stock, that it is what you want and
that the price is as quoted in the advert. This
gives you a chance to weigh it up: if the company
never answers the phone or is permanently
engaged you can try someone else.

A company that's been advertising regularly for

| years will be pretty reliable, or it wouldn't still be

in business.
Goods bought through the post are covered by

| rules one and two of the consumers legal rights,
| i.e. goods must be of “merchantable quality” and
| “as described”. Also if you set a delivery date (or

if the advert states one, such as 28 days) when

| you order the goods, and that date isn't met, you
| can cancel your order and ask for a refund.

For further information you can obtain the free
Office of Fair Trading leaflet, Buying by post, from
your local consumer adviser or many public
libraries.

Stneet market retailer

Despite their frequent claims to the contrary,
street market retailers are bound by consumers’
legal rights and should therefore provide one of
the cheapest ways of purchasing a computer
product. The trouble lies in making the average
market trader uphold their obligations if the item
purchased is faulty. If they do get too many
complaints it's easier for them to move on to
another area than it is for a shop trader.

But bargains can be found - if you're willing to
take the risk. Although demonstrations of the
desired software title or peripheral can be
difficult, if not impossible - for obvious reasons.
Fine for picking a few old budget games, sure, but
if you buy a second-hand ST you have to accept
the consequences!

Pr:'vate sale

Purchasing computer products second-hand in a
private sale can yield some of the best bargains
around. As long as you do business with an
honourable person.

When purchasing goods privately — perhaps
from a friend, or more likely from a classified
advertisement in a computer magazine such as
ACE or a local newspaper - only rule two of the
consumer rights applies. The item sold must be
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SMART CONSUMER

FEATURE

Case history of a Wally

» Wally sees a mail-order advert for the Atari 8T
in an old mag he found and decides it's time to
buy a computer.

(The company is now in financial difficulties
and none of the magazines will take ads from
them any more. If Wally had read some more up-
to-date magazines, he might have guessed this. )
= Wally sends the cash to the mai order
company using normal post.

(Never send cash by post. Use a cheque, postal
order or credit card. Use recorded delivery for
large sums of money.)

s Wally continually phones the mail order
company from the day after the order was
placed.

(You must give the company a reasonable time
to deliver the goods, such as 28 days.)

» After three months of phoning the mail order
company (which now mysteriously doesn't

answer its phone) the magazine where he saw
the advert (which has no comntrol over what's
happened) and the Post Office (who deny any
Wally

knowledge of the cash being sent),

decides to buy an 5T elsewhere,

That night Wally meets a friendly bloke in the
local pub who just happens to have an ST for
sale. Wally arranges to buy the 5T and collects it
from the pub on the following night. When he
gets the ST home, it doesn't work. Oddly
enough, Wally never sees the bloke in the pub
again.

(Buying goods In a private sale is a tricky

business, and if possible, you should at least try
the product before purchase. You should
definitely know the name and address of the
seller.)
» Wally's third attempt at purchasing a computer
goes a little more smoothly when he buys an 8T
from the local branch of a multiple high-street
store. The trouble is he didn't bother to find out
what software is, and so spends many an hour
looking at a blank screen.

[Try to find out as much as you can about a
product before you purchase it — read some
computer magazines, or talk to any computer-
owning friends.)
= Wally goes out and buys some software for the
Atari. Unfortunately it's for the Atari BOOXL and
therefore won't work on the Atari 5T.

{When purchasing software find out the exact

model of the computer it's supposed to be for.)
» Wally goes back to the software seller who
generously agrees to exchange the software for
an ST title. Wally chooses a game and takes it
home, doesn't like it and takes it back to the
seller demanding a full refund and
compensation. A heated argument ensues with
Wally threatening physical violence. The seller
phones the police who then arrive and escort
Wally from the premises.

(If you change you mind about a product you're

not entitled to any replacement, refund or
compensation. Getting angry doesn’t solve a
problem, it just helps to escalate it into a bigger
one.)
s Wally puts the computer on top of the
wardrebe and buys a satellite dish, neglecting to
purchase the decoder needed to view the
scrambled programmes.

{What a Wally!)

“as described" and if it proves to be faulty, your
rights will depend on what you and the seller said
to each other before purchase, with the important
factors being what you were told about the item's
condition and value. If you buy a six-year-old
Spectrum described only as "a bargain” and it
packs in shortly after you get it home, that's hard
luck. If on the other hand someocne sells you an ST
described as “mint, as new” and it packs in you
would be more justified in taking it back to the
seller.

When purchasing an item through a private
sale, it's usually better to restrict yourself to your
local area if you can. The reasons for this are
three-fold: you're able to inspect the item before
purchase, you can take a fgiend along to act as a
witness (this is a distinct advantage when
proving it really was described as you claim it
was) and finally, you'll be able to return the item
more easily if it proves to be faulty.

W atching the defectives

Obwviously there are going to be times when you |

purchase an item - whether it's the computer
itself, a peripheral or a piece of software — and it
proves to be in some way defective. In such cases,
provided the fault breaks one of the three basic
rules of consumer rights, the correct procedure for
making a complaint is:

= Stop using the item.

» Write down some details concerning the faulty
item, such as the date and place of purchase, the
actual problem (as clearly as possible), if the item

is a piece of software include the model of your |

True stories

Every computer shop assistant has their
favourite tale of irate customers who complain
about things explained on page 1 of the
manual. A few genuine examples:

*How will I get the paint off my TV screen?”
Customer inquiring about the Photon Paint
package included in the Amiga bundle.

“That's why the noise was so loud."”

Customer discovering that you need to use the
lead to connect the cassette deck to the
COMpPUter.

“When it said double-sided disk drive I thought
it meant you could put two disks in at the same
time."

Customer returning an Atari ST with two disks
jammed into the disk drive.

“Sorry my son’s already got this game, can [
exchange it for something else?”

Customer presents the original packaged game
and a pirated copy.

“When it said floppy disk, [ thought I had to
dismantle the outer-casing.”
Customer holding a demolished 3.5 inch disk.

“Is it masy to get pirated games on it?”
Customer questioning the credentials of the
Commodore Amiga's software base.

computer, ete, This information will be useful to
you and the seller in any future dealings.
» [nform the seller as soon as possible.

If you order goods from a mail order company
and they don't arrive, all you can really do is keep
phoning and writing. Even large, reputahle mail
order places can misplace orders because of the
sheer volume of business.

If you visit the seller:

= Take the item back to the seller.

» Take a receipt or proof of purchase.

= Ask for the manager or owner,

& Be polite, but firm.

= Stay calm! Getting angry doesn't help anybody.

If you telephone the seller:

= Write down what you want to say beforehand.

s Have receipts, guarantees or other proof of
purchase on hand.

» Find out the name of the person you speak to.

= Write down the date and time of the call, and
what is said.

» Be polite, but firm.

= Stay calm!

If you write to the seller:

= Keep copies of any correspondence

= Do not use any original receipts, guarantees or
other proof of purchase - send photocopies
instead.

= You could use recorded delivery, to prove the
seller raceived your letter.

Please note that you're not entitled to anything |
if you:
= Change your mind about wanting the item.

| » Examined the item when you purchased it and

missed any obvious faults,

» Were warned about the items faults.

® Created any damage yourself.

» Received the item as a present (the original
purchaser must claim).

When the seller is part of a multiple-chain of

| shops and the local branch cannot help, try

contacting the managing director at the head
office, A

If any of the above attempts fail you can obtain
free advice from your local consumer advisers at:
* Trading Standards or Consumer Protection

Departments which investigate false
misleading descriptions or prices of goods.

» Citizens Advice Bureau who can help with the
more general aspects of consumer problems.

Asg a last resort, you can sue for the refund of
your money or for compensation in a county court.
If your claim is for under £500 your case will
usually be settled by a private and informal
arbitration hearing, with you unlikely to pay your
opponent’s legal costs even if you lose. The fee
you pay depends on the size of your claim and
application forms can be obtained from your
county court office. For more details contact your
local consumer adviser — the Citizen's Advice
Bureau will be in your Yellow Pages or Thomson
directory. @

or
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Back To Basics

Jason Holborn, a hardened
veteran of Amiga
programming, tries out two
new offerings for BASIC

programmers

Replacement BASIC languages were inevitable
when the Atari ST was first released. The
machine came with a lousy version of BASIC that
was slow, inflexible, had numerous bugs and was,
above all, a real pain to use. The Amiga, on the
other hand, offers an implementation that is
everything that Atan BASIC 1sn't; it's fast, fairly
flexible and an absolute joy to use. Would any
Amiga owner therefore want to buy another
BASIC? HiSoft and GFA Systemtechnik think so. |

HiSoft BASIC

Amiga @ £79.95dk
Hisoft @ The Old School, Greenfield,
Bedford MK45 5DE. Tel: (0525) 718181

HiSoft is probably

HIGHLIGHTS better known to
* Includes powerful compiler Amiga owners [mi
+ Easy to use its excellent |
*  Wellwritten manual assembler packages
* Fully compatible with DevPac and, more
AmigaBASIC recently, DevPac
version 2. DevPac is

DRAWBACKS in many people’s

Doesn't provide enough
Amiga-specific support

minds the assembly
language
development  sys-
tem on the Amiga
and s used
5 extensively by top
i programmers  such
as Jez San, author of
4 the smash it
A StarGlider 2.

Features

To describe HiSoft's
offering as  just
another Amiga-

o

BASIC compiler
with a few extras wouldn't be doing the product
justice. Rather than take the safe option of |
producing a straight compiler, HiSoft has“opted to
extend the language further, adding on a whole
range of extra features while still managing to
retain complete compatibility with AmigaBASIC.

The high degree of compatibility with existing
BASICs on the PC, ST and Amiga will probably be
one of the main selling points of the product. After
all, for many learning AmigaBASIC was a hard
enough task as it was - therefore why should you
have to forget all that you've learned and start
from scratch? As well as being able to handle |
AmigaBASIC, HiSoft BASIC will also compile |
QuickBASIC programs from the PC with minimal i
alterations needing to be made.

The HiSoft BASIC language is a more up to date |
version of BASIC that lends itself well to
structured, or modular programming as it's now
referred to. As well as the usual WHILE.. WEND
construct, additional structured statements
include the likes of DO.LOOP and the

| 15 an area where both fail to hit the mark. Amiga

| been nice to have seen full IFF support from

| The Compiler

| compiler is up to you. You can

SELECT...CASE construct. |
A Straight BASIC 1s simple enough to produce,
but how well does HiSoft BASIC manage to tap
the extra power of the Amiga? Unfortunately, this

specific commands are sparse, and it would have

within the package itself. However, HiSoft does
mtend to bundle an extra

Features

GFA BASIC has always been regarded as a
powerful BASIC, and the Amiga implementation
certainly isn't going to change that wview.
Unfortunately, this power 15 gained at a price
compatibility. GFA 18 guite unashamedly almost
completely incompatible with all other BASICs
including AmigaBASIC. While this was OK on the
5T (most users probably didn't bother with Atari
BASIC anyway), the situation is very different on

| the Amiga. AmigaBASIC is very usable, and many

will regret having to forget what they've already
learned

Where support for structured programming is
concerned, it's hard to fault GFA. The language is
probably better than HiSoft's product in this
department, as it includes all constructs found in
HiSoft BASIC and a few more besides

Amiga-specific commands at first seem
extensive, until you realise that there isn't really a
great deal there that AmigaBASIC doesn't already
offer.

software package called
Extend with all copies sold
after the current offer has
expired. Extend is a library of
routings  that includes full
support for IFF and a whole
host of other Amiga specific
functions

AmigaBASIC  is

find on any micro,
to consider paying

The main reason

Undoubtedly the greatest

attraction for many of HiSoft | hat they can

BASIC will be the included programs, that is,
compiler. How you use the | need to be loaded

either run it from the CLI, the
Workbench or even from within
the Editor itself.

Two types of output can be

generated by the compiler: |put what about

Why buy another BASIC?

implementations of BASIC you're lkely to

Commodore's offering seems to do the job
perfectly adequately?

consider purchasing another BASIC 15 so

run. And if that compiler happens to also
extends the language in some way and is
faster than the existing BASIC. well all the
better. HiSoft BASIC includes an excellent
compiler that will allow you to do just that

The final niggly point is
the number of bugs that
exist. Using the ALERT
command, I was actually
able to crash GFA every
time! This isn't really
acceptable for a language
that is hoping to be seen
as a serious development
ool

The Compiler

As if incompatibility
wasn't enough, the worst
15 still to come, as GFA
BASIC doesn't even
imclude a compiler. A run
time system is included
but this i1s B5K in size. To

one of the best

s0 why would you want
for another BASIC when
that most people would
produce stand  alone

programs that do not
into an interpreter to be

GFA? It hasnt got a

stand-alone or shared library compiler and it isn't even AmigaBASIC acn I:au. though, [}]Fpl []S
programs. Stand alone compatible. Why buy GFA in that case? Er, rking on a ccumpllc-r o.:
programs are, obviously, you tell me... version 3. But as a
programs that can be run compiler doesnt ewven

without having to have access
to any other external files, but shared !m:a:y|
programs will be very much a new concept to |
AmigaBASIC programmers. A shared library [
program requires access to a runtime library that |
must exist within the LIBS: directory of your boot
disk. Shared Library programs do however have
the advantage of being considerably smaller than
stand alone programs

Documentation

As with all HiSoft products, the manual is clearly
written and informative and an example of how a

exist for the Atar version,
Amiga owners can expect to have to wait a
considerable amount of time for this.to arrive
This of course will also mean more expense;
probably the same price as the interpreter itself, if
past pricing on the Atari i1s anything to go by

Documentation

The GFA manual comes ring-bound in a rather
professional looking box folder. The only real fault
with the manual is the amount of information
present; quite a few pages are less than half-full
of text., and even what is there does tend to be

Amiga @ £64.95dk
Microdeal @ Box 68, St
Austell, Cornwall PL25

4YB. Tel: (0726) 68020
Anyone used to using an Atari
ST will be no stranger to GFA
BASIC. On the ST, GFA can
probably claim to be the most
popular of all the alternative
BASICs available. Many
commercial ST packages have
been written in the language
because of its speed and
complexity. With the release of
Amiga GFA, is the product set
to achieve the same popularity
on the ST's rival?

* Extensive structured

| computer manual should really be written, | father sketchy at times.

Whether you're a complete beginner or a| ﬁ Q

seasoned techie, the HiSoft BASIC manual |

contains all information you will require, | "

organised in a clear and logical manner. | Conclusion

o a 0 Q So which should you go for? HiSoft or GFA? Both

are fast and highly structured languages, and you

could most certainly work
comfortably with either

GFA BASIC HIGHLIGHTS Unfortunately, GFA just

doesn't seem to quite fit
in the Amiga market in
the same way as it did

with the Atari; it's non-
standard, contains
numerous  bugs and
doesn't as yet possess a
compiler.

HiSoft BASIC, on the
other hand, has got a
great deal going for it. It's
fast, highly portable,
includes a compiler and
with Extend, the soon to
be bundled add-on library,
it 15 quite simply the best
implementation of BASIC
yet seen on the Amiga.
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BATH COMPUTER SHACK

YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO GO ELSEWHERE

+ * * ATARI SUPER PACK * * *
Atari 520stim, 1 meg drive, 22 games
and a joystick ONLY £349.00
Atari Explorer Pack £269.00
Atari 1040stfm now
with modulator
Atari 1040stfm with SM124
high resolution mono monitor ONLY £529.00

ONLY £419.00

Atari SH205 Hard Disc £529.00
Atari SM124 High Res Monitor £119.00
Atari SC1224 Colour Monitor £249.00
Atari SLM802 Lazer Printer £1049.00

ATARI MEGA'S AND PC'S

Please call for our very best prices,
you won't be disappointed.

COMMODORE

£369.00
£389.00

Amiga 500

Amiga 500, Deluxe paint, 5 games
Amiga 500, Deluxe paint, 2 games,

1084 Colour Stereo Monitor

Amiga 500, Deluxe paint, 2 games
modulator

Amiga 500, Photon Paint, modulator
Commodore 1084 Colour Stereo Monitor

£619.00

£399.00
£389.00
£259.00

Full range of PC's in stock please
call for our best prices

AMSTRAD

Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono
Amstrad PC1640 SD Mono
Amstrad PC1640 HD ECD
Amstrad PC1512 DD Colour

£669.00
£559.00
£1099.00
£725.00

MONITORS

Philips CM8833
Philips CM8852
* NB: All prices include lead.

£259.00
£299.00

*ggaqnt*t;&aa.»aa3**;a,*tt******uwwt*axm*h##*******

Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono, DMP4000 Printer,
Wordstar, Supercale 3.1, Accounts Master
ONLY £899.00

xRk REEkkkkRhhikE kRN EERERRRRRREERE RERERE BEE

PRINTERS
Citizen 120D £159.00
Panasonic KXP1081 £175.00
Epson LX800 £199.00
Star LC10 (with spare ribbon) £215.00

Star LC10 colour

Star LC24/10

Star NB24-15 (free sheetfeeder)

* NB: All above prices inchide lead.

£265.00
£339.00
£599.00

All other models available, please call for
our very best prices.

Amstrad PPC5125

Amstrad PPC512D

Amstrad PPC6405

Amstrad PPC640D

£429.00
£549.00
£549.00
£629.00

DISCS & BOXES
At UNBEATABLE Prices

ACCESSORIES
Handycap Keyboard Cover £7.95
Monitor Stand £24.95
Mouse Mats £4.50
Monitor Master (ST Only) £35.00

Mouse Master (ST & Amiga) £24.95

10 x 3.5" DS DD Discs in Box £9.95
25 x 3.5" DS DD Discs in Box £25.00
25 x 5.25" Discs £8.50

100 x 5.25" Discs
Above Discs Certified & Guaranteed

£29.95

All prices include VAT & Delivery.
All Hardware is sent by next day couner

SHOW ROOM
8c Chelsea Road
Lower Weston
Bath
Avon

BAl 3DU
TEL: (0225) 310300 FAX:

40 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £4.99

80 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £7.99

100 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £9.99
Access & Visa orders welcome.

Mail Order address below E&QOE

MAIL ORDER
Units 11/12 White Hays South
West Wilts Trading Estate
Westbury
Wilts
BA13 4JT
TEL:(0373) 858031 FAX: (0373) 8580312




THE BEST REASON FOR BUYING AN ATARI ST

MAIL ORDER ONLY POOLS-SYSTEM !! (TM) TRADE WELCOME
INCORPORATING - POOLSBUSTER & POOLSPLANNER

OTHERS CALL THEIR POOLS PROGRAMS ULTIMATE. WE CALL OURS "THE" POOLS PROGRAM.

There were and still are a couple of pools programs for the Ata
the pools the way y nt. Others are asking you for disk fc
pools-system still remains the only one in the market that deli
require you to be some kind of a football expert or hot shot syst
unprediciable Australian season. Fact 13/8/88. 4 aways out of
S23s0n =-Irr'"| rapped 9 out of the 14 score draws & all 4 no
Omim 3. 3/9/88, & homes out of recommended fir T
WS 5 out of the 58 possible. Fact, all fore iny time for any checks. So do not waste your tima with any othe »
or systems. TF 1‘5- are not going to entertain your hopes or wish he facts, we guaraniee the Pools-System performs betier than any other pools i
program in the market on any computer, because we guarantee fo you th 1t ufl 19 the Puolsbuslerln cooperation with Poolsplanner you are going to win the pools
more than once a year.
STOP PRESS!! What does the customer say: *| was very impressed with the general siandard of the progams & their ease of use. | had a look around the
& worked out how to input the data without the use of the manual which sho # good the program structure is set out. To get to the paint, the very
did came up i ps with 2 lines of 21 1/2 paints. It brought me a win of £11.88. Mot bad for a brst attempt. Thanks for an amazing program Fh'qvcj PJL
(Mame & Address withheld for obvious reasons

¥ [Nal ages not
the difficult &
the English

recammend
re draws & 3 C
6. 5 out of the 7 score draws & 2 out of

NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE COMMODORE 64
POOLSBUSTER 64
Simply the Ultimate Pools Programme for the C64 - includes
"Magik Prediction” Option
Disc £40

APOLONIA SOFTWARE (TM) PRESENTS: COMPUSHOP 1 - THE BEST PRICES FOR ATARI ST AND AMIGA HARDWARE AND
SOFTWARE. JUST HAVE A LOOK AT POST CHRISTMAS PACKAGES

%lmnp 040 STFM
plus P fess al plus
APOLONIA SOFTWARE Elpujpt—rt.nu F'l.-.‘f.‘ErL?rI.[i'. Ji?l: ]I‘\."Iic:rc.:]:-;tiﬂ POST CHRISTMAS PACKAGES
Write, plus Mouse Mat, plus
sompushop Starter Disks
£449.00

ATARI MEGA ST4 DTP

ATARI 1040 STFM plus Maona Monitor, plus Laser Printer, plus
plus extra joystick, plus mouse mat, Fleet Street Publisher, plusTime Works DTP,
plus Compushop | starter disks, plus plus VIP Professional, plus VIP Plroier;smnalT E::f!vlus oneerd‘ 1=
ey E = : it Superbase Persanal, plus Microsoft 1al, plus Microsort Write, plus First
Witorial book and basic language disk WIFI[‘..’. plus MCJIJE(F‘ Mat, plus ';:"r’:'m IJ[IJU kMPGI ! Fr:;’ 20, Ff‘?."lm Compushop 1

Compushop Starter Disks, plus tarter Disks, plus Mouse Mat
£349.00 B Bty . £2699.00

£459.00

ATARI 520 STFM SUPERPACK

ATARI 520 STFM (new) 1BM DRIVE ATARI 1040 STFM AMIGA 500 SUPERPACK

5 plus VIP Professional plus
with FREE £400 worth of Software Superbase Personal, plus Microsoft

plus Compushop1Starter Kit......£349.00 Write, plus Mouse Mat, plus
ATARI 520 STFM as above Compushop Starter Disks, plus Pool

lus Pools-¢ em ; . System, plus Mono Monitor
plus Pools-Syst ¥ P £549.00 £380.00

iModulator plus joystick. plus Mouse Mat
plus Photon Paint, plus 15 games)

New Atari PC3 IBM-PC compatible with switchable clock speed-4.77 MHZ or BMHZ 8088 Micro Processor. EGA.CGA+Hercules Graphics Modes. Built in Twin Drive
640KRAM. MS DOS 3.2 Operating System. Optional 8087 Mat > M ar Socketl. De Style Keyboard. Includes Parallel & RS232 Se
256K Screen RAM . Supplied with Mouse Mono Screen Resolution o Colour Screen Res. 640°350. Palette of 64 Colours n be displayad
time. Works with any CGA. MDA.EGA or Multi Frequency Monitor. Co ire & FREE Manual. R.A.P. = £647 Qur price is only
sive! Atari PC3 as + EGA Mono Monitor R.R .l'- 7.49. Qur p sive!!l Atar _"'”' + EGA Mano Monitor + 30 MB Hard Disk R.R.P.
0 9 + VAT All prices ar: of VAT & Del ---,. unless otherwise stated
Prices inclus of .l'»‘l' & delwer unless otherw axamples, for more information call : COMPUSHOP | ON :  01-738-8400
If you do not see it, it does not mean we do not have it. Please call us and you will not regret it.
Prices are always fluctuating up or down Call for N 3 Speedy Delivery. Mo Hidden Extras
STOP PRESS. Look 3 1/2" Disc{DSDD): 1 and 50 for £47.50. For the hslh'. prices for all m
Atari-Amiga Hardware |-.'_‘.-3'1'|3L.___ rs, Peripherals and Accessories § cal TS
Compushop 1 at 01-738-8400. (Make Chgs/P.0.5 payable to Apolonia Software) and send to
Apolonia Software. DPT NCE, 11 South Bank Business Centre, Unit 37 Alexandre House. 140 Battersea Park Road. London. SW11 4NB.

APOLONIA SOFTWARE -THE COMPANY THAT CARES

"\Ll

stated. These are only
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How one man fought his

way from concentration

camp _to"m ulti-national:

Gyorgi Merghan describes

Tram:ej' founder of

rival Atari...

he Jack Tramiel Story i1s the the stuff of the
American Dream born of a nightmare. By
lying amid the corpses to as : detaction,

he survived the unspeakable horrors of the
Auschwitz concentration camp. Precious few
outlived Auschwitz. Fewer still became the multi-

millionaire bosses of global

Commodore and then Atari.
Having lost all of his immediate family, he was

smuggled out of Nazi Germany, taken to the

such as

2rns

States and subsequently adopted by a Polish Jew
There, he started a small typewriter repair shop in
the Bronx, moonlighting as a taxi driver to bring

in more cash. Typewriters became computers
selling became manufacturing and via the PET,
the Vic-20 and the C&4, Commodore became a
billian dollar firm.

For their reductive purposes, this
js-to-riches fodder TV mini-series
| Certainly, it puts to shame the nearest
l|K equivalent, the Alan Sugar tale of beetroot
] 1g Hackney boy turned computer king. Yet
ately for the putative TV adulators

sounds like

for

Tramiel is a from genial man. By turns C;luli
rude, forceful
humorous, his
and his verbal salvoes alum. he means

business
Though rarely

Revealing facts

Throughout Atan, Tramiel has established an ersatz
openness. This means that senior staff are at liberty
to discuss new products at length with the outside
world. 5o where Amstrad adopts an almost regal
policy of neither confieming nor denying anything,
and where Commodore demes pretty much
everything until it eventually happens, Atari folk are
ever 50 slightly prone to revealing all far too early.

Hence the ST Plus has been discussed for months
now, with no  sign of the new machine. Likewise the
ST console, and to a lesser extent the 5T portable
The policy is then backed by Atari's abiding ability to
preview, demonstrate, give first glimpses of, unveil
and finally launch any new produce several times
over. The CD Rom device, for example, has been
paraded for the first time at so many shows that it's
now regarded as one of the mare perverse highlights
on the journos’ calendar.

It may all ramp up the interest in all things Atari,
but the lengthy product trails are irritating to users
hearing that another Next Big Thing is just around
the corner.

short of a word or five, there is

the remarkable life of Jack

Commodore now head of

The Man of War

one episode that
ramiel has never
commented upon
publicly his
remarkable departure
from Commodore,
Within da of the
internal company
celebrations about
i billion
. on
January 'HL1 1984
Friday the thirteenth
he abruptly signed |
in the middle of a
board meeting. That
meeting was still in |
progress in York
as Tramiel aiting
out to California and
.-|J|1"u=‘|]1|'.' to
L
T 5 differ as
versions will, but the
most credible
explanation for the
extraordir
resignation
around his plans to 1
found a Tramiel
dynasty. There were
strong rumours that
Sam, son number one,
would  come in 45« Jack Tramiel - the Godfather-ike face is not inappropriate. He believes in keeping it in the
president. Then there  gamily: the Tramiel juniors are all set up in key positions in Atari
was Gary, with a
financ role being carved out for him when it comes to fighting few can match T!\II:'III:_
Completing the Tramiel tric was Leonard, who s0 he bought the ailing Atz a typically
would have some sort frware functic licated, wsed agreement which in
For Commodore, it was a astion of like father, meant paid Warners § nil T
but not really liking the sons. So Tramiel pere This inc . ed some $300 mil debts
never one Lo compromise, departed ng to Atari, He HL1.|I.'1!\'(|'.I|‘!|I.'\-' managed not to
At 56, after a tough life and with the tidy post ttle some Warners' payments on ti and
Commaodor m of 5100 million 2d in his s ""“'_"”"“;”ml them d wards in any cz
back pocket, Tramiel tried to play the role of the Jack attack is so ent that he
American travelling the world. But a “'-"'"1_" perfectly sensible by 0
s month cruise left him bored, the active man | Pounced into perfectly incomprehensible de s
adiift in the torper of relaxing for the rest of On much the same basis, he '_:'llkfi such a good
life battle that he can
computer j
Warner tell you a story
Suddenly, in true Hollywood tradition, up popped es of Tramiel at the helm of Atari
ition in the form of Warner EBrothers hof: heen torud ,t;-rlowln'l'sw by
lesperately seeking suitors for its near-bankrupt | (e soll
subsidiary Atari. The firm v loging money like | 1 had been pre ated by the exceptionally
there no today, let alone tomorrow. To 1088 | gooreceive sales and marketing practices adop lrrI |
one dollar is unfortunate, but to be losing $538.6 by the then Tramiel-led Ha
millicn of them in a year really is quite an aged the beast, Tramiel was thus to be ca
achievement the resuscitator
But from Tramiel's point of view, this would |  pynther, his sons did indeed all join the new
have been simply urrelevant, had it not been for | company, with Sam brandishing the brightest
one over-riding factor: M5X. He had no plans 10 | yqch as president of his father's firm. Far from
re-enter the computer world unl e felt he had | 5y ffaring as Commeodore had predicted, the
a specific role to play. The Japan advent of the sons has coincided with
provided just such a function. Like m prosperity of the company. Also central to the
2arly '84, Tramiel was v ied at the ]‘.'L'L'.l.‘-,pl.'.‘l.“.l *-'t 8 | renaissance of Atari was the part played by
dozen leading Japanese consumer eleclronics | former Commodore staff. In all some 40-odd
firms uniting with Microsoft to produce a cheap | maved over in the first few months following the
computer standard. Sure, it's been clear for more | pramial swoop, the majority of them in senior
than three years that the MSX revolution failed to positions. Since then, the poaching has continued
happen, but in "84 the world looked very different. | he UK team, for example, is spattered with
There was a need to fight the good fight, and | former Commeodore people from the managing
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JACK TRAMIEL -

= director right the way | . firms. Atari takes a
down to the official Where there s H mll perverse dehght iIn
spokesman passing on all the
They helped fill the | Jack Tramiel talks tough like other people sweat - | supposed failings of
chasms created by | and its a toughness he applies to his sons as well, for | Commodore as
Tramiel's savage staff- | all the talk of dynasty-building. When it appeared that | though Tramiel
chopping. *I love cutting | sibling rivalry would prevent the younger Tramiels himself i& on a
waste,” he said at the |from working together, father Jack found a typical | personal crusade
time, “and if it's people | solution. He changed his will to prompt them to co- | against the  fum.
who are the v that's | operate if they were to share in his riches. Commodore
tough." Within days, implausibly tries to

1,060 American staff out
of 1,200 were pushed out. Worldwide, in less than
a month over 5,000 employees became just 1,500
With Tramiel, the bite often somehow manages to
be even worse than the bark

Puttin’ on the

be a cute operator, turning

of existence. As

ignore the rivalry out
gtrategy. it has the singular
advantage of appearing novel, it doesn’'t work, at

d

any rate

Whatever, over the years Tramiel has proved Lo
Atari round to sizeable
profitability. Commodore has been outflanked on

numercus  occasions

1 1 and been made to look
If that was the style, the IITaIn].E] s 1&1 like the honest plodder
substance of the man of the two, at least in
was to back a machine | “Business is like sex. You have to be involved.” the UK. Where once
called the ST. To the “It turns me on any time | can take a product costing | Commodore led the
mildly cynical, it was not | thousands of dollars and | can sell it for hundreds. | | way, it now coat-tail
a whaolly remote think it's good that | can serve society in that way and | Arari via such matters
possibility that the ST | it satisfies my ego.” as transputer
owed more to | “The Japanese are coming, 50 we will become the | workstations
Commodore’s Am Japanese.” bundling deals and
than it really should have | “1 believe people are smart, not dumb. If you can give | possibly consoles
done. After all, the |Rolls Royces at the prices of Volkswagens, I'm sure | The two are locked
Commodorian great | people will buy them.” together in a danse
hope was the “There are three principles in business: hard work, | macabre, with Tramiel
Tramiel had left | hard wark and hard work.” believing that he's
m firm under a “Business is war.” now calling the tune
considerable cloud Being such a
(taking with him sundry singular  man, it's

rel

nt staff), and the two computers do indeed
have one of two similarities. Inevitably, the writs

flew.
Though subsequently and secretly settled, the
antipathy above and beyond the call of

commercial duty still dominates discussion of the

difficult to predict Jack Tramiel's next major
moves. On product, there is some likelihood that
he will indeed deliver at consumerable prices the
machines that have filled up the column inches in
computer publications. Essentially, the strategy is
the ST, wariations on the ST (the Flus, the

AMIGA

THREE

STOONGES XENON

BAAL 4480 2086 £ BAAL
BATMAN 499} 2346 =  BATMAN
BATTLECHESS 4940 2496 R COLLOSUS CHESS X
CRAZY CARS 2 4954 - 5 CRAZY CARS 2
DRAGON'S LAIR (| MEG) .0 T4.50 g DUNGEON MASTER
DUNGEON MASTER (1 MEG) 49.594 5494 = ELI
ELITE &9.90 54,50 lﬁ- F- 16 COMBAT FILOT
Fi6 FALCON 5494 50,64 50,08 = FI&FALCON
FED OF FREE TRADERS 54,90 54,90 €  FED OF FREE TRADERS
FISH! 19,90 54,00 T FsH
FOUTBALL MANAGER 2 44.90 490 B FLIGHT SIMULATOR 2
GALDREGONS DOMAIN 14, ) 49,941 .04 ¥ & FOOTBALL MANAC
HEROES OF THE LANCE EEA 404 5440 44496 2498 = GALDREGONS DOMAIN
HOSTAGES 490 54,40 5404 4494 2746 |'.: HERCQES OF THE LANCE
HYBRIS 5150 Sy Soh, g A6.894 14,06 HOSTAGES
JOAN OF ARC 45594 A 5408 2 24,98 E JOAN OF ARC
KRYSTAL 54,04 S0.04 ST96 2598 24,98 KRYSTAL
LOMBARD RAC RALLY 40,00 5400 5494 2346 246 § LANCELOT
MENACE .50 4994 2196 el S LOMBARD RAC RALLY
PACMANIA 40,90 4994 2N96 T 199 8 OPERATION WOLF

5 3 i —®99F du98 = PAUCMANIA
POWERDROMI 349 9§} spa0 1497 4404 4494 X046 -;' POWERDROME
PLURPLE SATURMN DAY 49.90 2 5490 1142 54 44,54 = PURPLE SATURN DAY
ROBOCOP 49 %) 5490 2142 ek ] 4494 = QUANTLUM PAINTBOX
ROCKET RANGER 54494 404 SuuR 459,98 & ROBOLCOP
SARGON 1 CHESS 4990 22 .00 5404 4494 SARGON 1 CHESS
SPEEDBALL 4953 ) 04 549K 2448 4498 §  SPEEDBALL
STARGLIDER 2 4990 7 .00 54.94 2346 4404 B STARGLIDER 2
SWORD OF S00AN 3150 5090 56,94 2546 4694 2  5T05 GAMES CREATOR
TEENAGE QUEEN 4490 49.00 4094 96 W0 g TEENAGE QUEEN
THUNDER BLADE 4994 1 54494 5498 2598 b R E THUNDER BLADE
'Y SPORTS FOOTRALL 59.94 5998 2598 R ; TRACK SUIT MANAGER
UNIVERSAL MIL SIMULATOR 4 54.90 5484 2146 &  ULTIMA IV
WEC LE MANS 54,90 24.96 2 UNIVERSAL \1II SIMULATOR
Wit ROGER RABBIT (1 MEG) [

| packing, P
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hership car

For full det
Bi-monthly 12-page Buyers I|L||.I\
Sales hothe open 7

NAME
ADDRESS

Az Ing |1r.u.~

iber -.\ n
7 days each week and weel kday evenings

nd one from the selection across the top. RRF

example. our price is 19,96 for the two.
T game for orders pl
sed envelope or welephone on |5l“‘J BOD20E. Al
Best games at hest prices (over 70 products)
Mo commitment - you don’t have io buy anything

MEMBERSHIP
GAME

GAME
COMPUTER

a Slp surcharge

i
o

TCITAL

e combined re
We only sell o members of Sp
ced by telephone.

Lﬁnﬁih "M21 9PH

« Like father, like son? Sam Tramiel looks lined up to be
Atari's next boss...

console), areas beyond the ST (the Transputer
workstation) — as | the occasional, almost
grudging nod in the direction of PCs

And personally? The dynasty is in place, with a
clear path of succession through Sam. But with
Tramiel, even 1is stage of his life, you never
[ ]

W

really know what's going 1o come next

NEXT WEEK
American boy makes good:
story of Steve Jobs an

GFLCH \."-l|'

4490 2046 4.9 A L SR T Aoud Nibe
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prices, :

e our total prices for both
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mbership entitles you to
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SPECIAL RESERVE
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TENSTAR PACK

WORTH OVER £229!

Commodore

FREE!

FREE! - ART OF CHESS - by SPA

4 FREE UK

DELIVERY
The Amiga 500 is one of a new breed of technologically
advanced computers, which are now emerging as the new
standard for home computing, based around the new Motorola
68000 chip. The A500 has 512K RAM and a 1Mbyte double
sided disk drive built-in. It can be connected directly to a wide
range of monitors, or to a domestic TV set through a TV
modulator. Designed with the user in mind, the AS00 features a
user friendly WIMP environment and comes suppliad with a free
mouse. And, when you buy your Amiga from Silica Shop, the
UK's Mo1 Amiga specialists, you will expenience an after sales
service that is second to none, including a technical suppon
helpline and free newsletters and price lists. Aeturn the coupon
below for our current information pack, which will give details of
the Silica service and the very latest Silica Amiga offers. E&DE

HIH . ACK ||| _FREE FROM SILIC

e Amega Com g m Whan you buy the Amiga 500 trom Siica Shop, you will not only
g e omputer ;

—

get 8 high power. value for monay computer, we will also gve

w MOdUiatDr £24.99' you some speclacular free gifts. First of all, we ara now including

. a TV modulator with every ASDD stand alone keyboard, 50 you

PthOI"I Pall"li £69-95 can plug your Amiga strasghl into your TV al home (the
gy g

TenS'ar Pack Ezzglsn modulatar is not included wnnl'.ne A500+A10845 pack as it is not

required for use wilh monitors). Secondly, we have added a free

TOTAL HRP. £724 43 copy of Photon Paint, an advanced graphics package wilh an

Fsalg For fen _-'d-u; o . RAP of £69 85 Last (and by no means least!], 5o \hal you can be

s wilh an accuracy . p and running sirgsghl away, we are giving away the sensational

4 e fre N:- 1: -‘r ol "m LESS D]SCOUNT M liIENST-ﬂ-Illq GIAMES PACK with euetyg.qﬁﬂgﬂ pur::.hasmj al Sln.f_:.u

5 wa : PACK PHICE ME g Eagg Shop. This pack features ten top Amsga tites which have a
THE FULL STOCK RANGE: The largest range f Amiga VAT & L ¥ | | combined RRP of nearly £230! Return the coupon for details

related peripherals, accessories, books and softwane nothe LIK

AFTER SALES SUPPORT: Tre siall ai Silica Shop are i 1 ) ) r ¥ 1 r*
diedicated 10 help you to get the best from your Amiga I ] i ] l | l ! F \ 11 | I I. F
A

FREE NEWSLETTERAS: Maied direct A500 Computer £399.99 | | #nen you boy you Amigs 30 Amegas e

5000 &5 we print them, featuring offers and |ate fram Silica Shop, we wanl 10 4 4 O Chess £24.95

FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: On ai naraware orcers || 10845 Colour Monitor — £299.99 | | maxe sure you gt e oot goppion Ut warior ~ £19.95

shipped to Silica Shop customers within the UK mamniand A # giving away the TENSTAR Buggy Boy £34.65
PRICE MATCH PROMISE: e will nomally march our Photon Paint £69.95 | &5 2%t Mo vevt an L £2%%
competitors offers on a ‘same product same price’ basis TeI'ISIaI’ Pack £229.5U :f:: :;;”;:’;:R;;:Eh[;m“:: k’lﬂa“"’ F'ﬂ&" i?;g:
Lo i mpian i ercenary Comp 1
FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE: _Fui ime feam o Amics TOTAL RRP: £999.43 || [ st Games fics v Temorpoas £24.95

fechmical experts 10 help you with your 18chnica QuPr 85,

LESS DISCOUNT: £350.43 || cr ravwousiy paciages n Thundercats P

Bul don't just take our word for it Complate and return the peocetomthr bt e o ils own casing weih insiruclions
: £649
L]

coupon below for our latest Amaga literature :‘J begin o PACK PR'CE TOTAL HRP: £229-50 hfﬂﬁ?sﬂ

experience the Silica Shop specialist Amiga se
I T T I I I I I I S S . -

To: Shice Shop L, Dep NCE, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Skdeup, Kent DA14 40X

PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE AMIGA

I you already cwn an Amega compuler and would ke 10 be regestened on our mailing list as an
Ammega user, lef us know. We will be pleased io send you copses of our proe lists and newsbeibers
FREE OF CHARGE as they become svailable. Compinte the coupon and ratum it b ouf Sideup

Branch ang begen expenencing a specialist Amiga serace that is second 10 none MI’J"MFS:"MS |F'|IIIEI5 Surname
SILICA SHOP: Address.
-

SIDCUP (& Mail Order) 01-309 1111
1-4 The Maws, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DATS 40X
r MON-5AT Sam - 5 30pm LATE NIGHT: FRIDAY Sam - Tpm
LONDOMN 01-580 4000
52 Toltenham Couwrt Road, London, WI1P OBA
OPEN: MON-SAT 3 30am - § 00pm LATE NIGHT: NONE
LONDON 01-629 1234 th 39014

Selfridges (15t floor!, Oxford Sireel, London, WiA 74
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Posicode

Do you already own a computer
Il 80, which one do you awn?




What's so good about
comms? What can youdo
with a modem that
ordinary mortals can't?
Peter Worlock continues

his guide to comms

or most of us a telephone is an obvious

instrument for communication since so many

people in this country and abroad also have

phones. There's no question about the
telephone's usefulness.

Similarly, in business a fax machine is another
obviously useful communicator because many
other businesses have fax machines

Modems are a different proposition because
computer users are still a minority of the
population, and modem users are very much a
minority among computer users. Computers and
madems have a far more specialised range of uses
in communication.

' Bite the bulletin

Accessing electronic bulletin boards is by far the
most commoan application for modem users. As
their name suggests, bulletin boards are the
electronic equivalent of the school or office notice
board, or the ccllection of postcards in your
newsagent or local post office.

They are a useful and entertaining way of
getting in touch with other computer users. They

[ got your number

you've got a modem and software, the following
are some of the better known services you can fry.
Many bulletin boards carry directories of other BBs
around the country and abroad so once you've
logged onto one you can uswally find your way into
others.

Check your manuals for setting up your software
for connection to bulletin boards but if in any doubt
iry 8 data bits, no panty, 1 stop bit. If that doesn't
work, experiment!

General interest

CIX » 01 399 5252 =« 24hrs = V21, V22, V23,
V22bis !
Gnome at Home » 01 888 BA94 « 24hrs & V23
viewdata

Amiga

01 For Amiga » 01 377 1358 * MonFri: 6pm-10am
* Weekends: 24hrs # V21 and V23

TABBS Amiga BES » 0533 550893 » Mon-Fri: 6pm-
9am = Sun: 24hrs = V21, V22, V23

Atari ST

ACS BBS » 01 591 6687 = 10pm9am = V21 and
Va3

Carshalton Atari BB « 01 773 0408 « 24hrs » V2]
and V23

CP/M

CP/M User Group » 0753 B68196 » 2dhrs » 21,
V22, V23, V22bis

PC

TUG Il » D21 444 1484 » 2dhrs = V21 and V23

Club 1512 = 01 204 B755 = 24hrs » V21, V22,
V23, V22bis

Whats your [me?

can act as clearing houses of news, rumours,
technical information and moral support when
you're struggling with some seemingly intractable
problem.

Most bulletin boards are amateur - in the
genuine sense of the word - although the quality
can range from poor to supremely professional It
depends on both the dedication of the sysop (the
system operator) and the number of regular users.

Many boards are
operated by individuals
who do it for the fun and
from a SEnse of
enthusiasm, others are
attached o larger
organisations computear

user groups, public domain
and shareware libraries,
local government ITECs,
and colleges and
universities.

The content of the boards
varies but most have
similar set-ups; the bulletin
board aspect itself, where
you can leave messages
and read other people's
contributions; or news
"pages” edited by the
Sysop or a contributor; if
the system supports
graphics there may be a
demonstration region con-
sisting of contributed
graphics screens; and SIGs

Have a SIG

SIGs are areas of the
bulletin board devoted to
one  subject You can
usually find SIGs for
specific computers such as
Amiga or tari ST, or
general subjects like laptop
computing, and there are
also SIGs for various programming languages like
C, Pascal, Modula-2 or the “artificial intelligence”
languages of Lisp and Prolog.

Other SIGs might have nothing to do with
computers. For some reason computer owners
seem to read more science fiction than the
average human, so you often find SF SIGs with
book and film reviews and the occasional
celabrity interview.

On the bigger bulletin boards you'll find most of
life is represented: Lonely Hearts sections sport,
religion, flying, boating. pop music...whatever you
want, somebody somewhere will have it,

Downloadsasoftware

This is the bit where you actually get something
concrete in return for your on-going investment in
British Telecom

Download areas are libraries of public domain
and shareware software. You can take copies of
any that take your fancy provided your comms
software is capable of handling the transfer (the
process of downloading).

This is also where a high-speed modem begins
to repay your initial outlay - a 2,400 bps modem
will save you a fortune in phone bills over a 300 or
even a 1,200 bps model, especially if you're taking
large programs

* “Multi-user games can be the quickest way to bankruptcy.”

A word of warning is also due on this point
Although some - perhaps even most - sysops do
a good job of vetting programs before putting
them into the download libraries, viruses can lurk
here so check out any downloaded program
before you run it. It's pointless and petty to blame
the sysop if you fall victim to a virus: it's your
computer, your risk, your responsibility.

Commercial break

Although by far the greatest number of on-line
services are the bulletin boards, there are a
handful of commercial systems

Foremost among these is Prestel, a mammoth
collection of on-line services from a host of
information providers. Once connected to Prestel |
you can get regularly updated news bulleting,
plus special news like City prices, travel news
and sports results.

Prestel is also used by a number of professional
organisations, notably travel agents and airlines
so you can browse for a holiday or check up on

(e

—-——_.:'_“_»‘.__l‘._l\.-w
cheap air tickets

However, the main area of interest for computer
users is Micronet, a subsidiary part of Prestel
dedicated to personal computers. Originally an
on-line magazine - with news, reviews and
computer-related features - Micronet has
developed into much more and now offers an
enormous range of services, including the
Chatline in which you can “talk” to other
subscribers as well as occasional celebrity guests,
and several multi-user games (see helow).

For details on subscriptions to Micronet write to
Telemap CGroup, Durrant House, 8 Herbal Hill,
London EC1 SEJ. If you have a 1200/75 bps
modem and viewdata software you can access a
demonstration of Micronet by dialing 021 618
1111 then enter the ID 4444444444 (ten 4s) and
the password 4444,

The major rival to Prestel/Micronet is Compunet,
originally for owners of Commodore B-bit
machines but since expanded to cater for Amiga |
and Atari ST owners. Compunet offers a broadly |
similar range of features as Micronet but is
renowned for its contributed areas including
music and graphic demos and downloadable
software. There is also a large library of
downloadable software for the C64, with Amiga
and ST sections catching up steadily. For more
information on Compunet call 01 997 2591

A third commercial service is CIX. Unlike
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Micronet and Compunet which retain the feel of
an on-line magazine, CIX is more like an on-line
user group meeting

Instead of being split into SIGs, CIX is divided
| into conferences which callers can join. You then
| take part in a discussion on whatever topic is
going — maybe advanced features of the BO3BE
processor, or the seemingly endless “C vs
Modula-2" argument, or the variations and near-
clones of Unix available for the Atari ST,

CIX appears to be heavily used by industry
insiders — professional programmers, software
publishers, hardware designers, technical
journalists — so if you have a voracious appetite
for the hard-core, high-tech subjects CIX could be
a good choice.

Bunch of MUGs

Multi-user games have become one of the best
reasons for going on-line. Unfortunately, they can
be the quickest way to bankruptcy.

The orginal was MUD - the Multi-User Dungeon
— in which you played a hero/hercine (sex-swap
patients welcome) in & more-or-less normal
adventure game. What was definitely abnormal
about MUD was that the characters you
encountered during your travels
computer-controlled but were the alter egos of
other real people scattered about the country.
That's the "multi-ugser” part of the title,

MUD has now been joined by several
newcomers, In addition to the adventure format, a
commen variation - typified by Compunet’s
Federation - is the trade-your-way-to-untold-
riches-and-conquer-the-galaxy format Again,
your opponents are not figments of the
computers imagination but live, cunning,
conniving, ruthless people. Just like you.

The appeal of MUGs is that they pit you against
other people which makes for a tougher and more
realistic game. The aspect of MUGs which is
definitely not appealing is the cost, since every

Upload,/Download

These directional terms refer to the process of moving
data - usually programs but also including messages -
between your computer and the host. Everything
happens in reference to the host system, so when you
send something to the host you're “uploading™;
“downloading” is simply traffic in the other direction.
Carrier

Mot a varety of bird to be used when your madem
breaks. A carrier is part of the signal transmitted by a
modem which allows another modem to recognise that
it is talking to one of its own and not some irate
householder screaming “Wrong number” into the
phone.

T&Ch"Obahble A weekly assault on computer jargon

BABT
The British Approvals Board for Telecommunications
[no relation to Brtish Telecom) is the body responsible
for making sure that the gadgets dreamt up by the
computer industry aren't going to destroy the nation's
telephone network. When it's sabisfied it issues the
equipment with a sbcker bearing a green circle.
Equipment not approved carries a red triangle.
Unapproved kit is illegal, although not in the normal
sense of the word. The manufacturer 15 legally entitled
to make it, the dealer is legally entitled to sell it, and
you are legally entitled to own it. It's just ilegal to use it
and if you're caught - “Your ass is history,” as Crockett
and Tubbs might express it.

minute you're playing, BT is racking up the
profits.

HEALTH WARNIMNG: Playing MUGs can

| seriously damage your bank account Quarterly
| phone bills of £300 to £500 are not unheard of.
were not |

Email: the superior species?
There are now some half a dozen services offering
ways of sending and receiving messages from
your computer, and within each of these there are
further sub-divisions including electronic mail (or
e-mail) itself, telex and fax.

The telex and fax services are simple variations
of the non-computer equivalents. E-mail is the
computerised version of sending someone a
letter: you write it, post it via the on-line service
of your choice, and it is sent to the appropriate
mailbox |

The catch is that, once the novelty has worn off,
many e-mail subscribers may go for days without
checking their mailboxes for incoming messages
50 you might as well have used a 19p stamp and
gsent it the old-fashioned way.

E-mail isn't cheap either. There are subscription
charges ranging from £3 to £13 per month
connection charges (while you're composing and
transmitting your missive) of around 10p per
minute, plus your normal (of abnormal) telephone
bill. If you're the recipient of e-mail messages you
also have to pay for storage on the main system

But perhaps the main drawback to e-mail is the
fact that so few people are equipped for it and of |
those that are, a large number are computer
industry insiders - journalists, manufacturers and |
publishers, retailers, and so on

For further information on e-mail and related
services call the relevant suppliers (voice lines)

One-to-One 01 351 2468
BT Gold 0800 200700
Datalinx 0422 70112

Mercury 01 528 2500
Microlink 0625 B7RBBE

Citizen 100E Printer
Star LC10 Mono Printer

Star LC-24/10 Printer
Philips TV Tuner
Quickshot 1l Joystick

Atari Mouse
Multiface ST

Unit 17

Claro Road
Harrogate

16 BIT CENTRE

HG1 4AP

Star LC-10 Colour Printer

Cumana Disk Drive (A/ST)

North Yorkshire

ONLY £343

Philips 8833 Stereo Monitor
inc. Monitor Lead

ONLY £229

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS

Atari STFM Super Pack Inc.
21 Games, ST Organiser, Joystick, Mouse + Manuals

Amiga Ten Star Pack Inc.

35 Games, Mouse, Modulator, Manuals

ONLY £399

Citizen 120D Printer inc.
Lead For Amiga ST

ONLY £139

ALL PRICES INC. VAT AND CARRIAGE

PERIPHERALS/ACCESSORIES SOFTWARE/UTILITIES

£ £
179.00 F16 Falcon (ST) 16.45
209.00 F16 Falcon (Amiga) 22.50
259.00 Operation Wolf 13.50
339.00 Thunderblade 16.00
69.00 Double Dragon 13.50
9.95 R-Type 16.00
99.00 WordPerfect 175.00
24.00 The Works 69.00
47.00 1st Word Plus 69.00

16 Bit Centre

Lancashire Fittings Science Village

WEe Accept
VOUCHERS

Telephone: 0423 526322
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SAMDALE COMPUTERS LTD

“Better Than The Best of the Rest !"

ﬁmtwd RAC Rally

MightHunier
Faicon .........
Purple Saturn Day
PFufty's Saga

BAAL
FPowerdrome
Dungeon Mastar
Carrier Command
Virus

Captain Blood
20000 Leagues Under the Sea
Times of Lore ?
Joan of Arc

Ehla

Martile Madness |
SpeedBall

E£19.90

£19.90
£19.80
£19.90

.£18.90

£15.80
£19.30
£19.90
£19.90
£15.90
£19.90
£15.90
£18.90
£15.80
£19.90
£18.90
£19.90

Detender of the Crown
Flight Simulatar Il
Jut

Pool of Radkance
Star Glider 2
Batman

War in Mickdle Earih
F-19 Stealth Fighter
Bombuzal

Bubble Bobble
Space Harrier
Retumn of the Jedi
Test Drive

Garliedd ...

The Kristal
FowerPlay

Dragon Ninga

NEW LOW PRICES !

\ Phone 0621 - 742617 FOR FREE PRICE LIST & CATALOGUE

£31.90
£31.90
£19.90
£19.90
£15.60
£19.90
TB.A
£19.90
£15.90
£15.90
£15.90
£19.90
£15.90
£23.90
£15.90
£15.90

*

*

S

*
( For a Full Price List of Games for Your Machine

NOW! or FILL IN THE COUPON stating your machine type
and SEND IT TQ US N&!ﬂ

Orders despatched by 1st Class Post

~

Qur unique Customer CareCard which carries Your
Personal Customer Number and a handy 1989 Calendar
EREE with every order!

ALSO STOCKISTS FOR IBM PC, SPECTRUM, C64 &
AMSTRAD GAMES

i/

RING 0621 - 742617 NOW WITH YOUR ORDER !
Mail orders to: Samdale Computers Ltd, 1a Austral Way, Highfield Rise, Althorne, Essex. CM3 6DN.

-———--u————-ﬁ———--d-———-————--—————_---—---——-—_-_--_—_-

TELEPHONE: 0621 - 742617

Credit Card Hotline 0621-742617
RING NOw!
OR CUT OUT AND SEND THE COUPON

* FREE Delivery in UK * Orders Despatched in 24 hrs*
For a Fast & Personal Service Ring Now!

AMIGA

ﬂ'almw Flague
Dungeon Master

Sword of Sedan
Battlechess
F/&-1B Interceptor

:
Captam Blood
StarGlider 2
Carrser Command
Vinus

Elle

Phantom Fighter
Bombuzal

Marble Madness
Flight Samulatar 11
Batman

War in Middle Earih
Fish

The Kristal
Powerplay

Dragaon Manja
Heroes of the Lance
Purple Saturn Day
SpeedBall

Fusion

Pufty's Saga
Return 1o Atlantis
Farrari Formula 1
Garlwald

Test Drive

NEW LOW PRICES

\ Phone 0621 - 742617 FOR FREE PRICE LIST & CATALOGUE )

ﬂ'ﬂn and Magik
Ingrid's Back!

The Huni for Aed October
PacMania

Winter Games
Scrabble

Colossus Chess 4
Elite

Flinistones

Indiana Jones
Internabonal Karate
Living Daylighis
Mad Mix

Manapoly

Pacman

Peter Beardshey Socoer
Terrames

N

RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW
Phone 0621 - 742617 FOR FULL PRICE LIST

Vampire

¥enom Sirikes Back
Way of the Tiger

Fram

Cahfgrnia Games
Cluedo

Games Winter Edition
Gary Lingker

» Yoar

Py
BMX Simulator
Dig Dug
Dizzy Dice

UT SOON !

Software Title

Machine

Amount

Name

Machine

Address

Total Enclosed €

FREE Credit Card ‘89 Calendar with First Order

*Cheque or P.O. Payable to SAMDALE COMPUTERS LTD *
*Overseas orders add £2.00 per item*

"WE GUARANTEE NOT TO Cash Cheques OR Debit Credit Cards Until Goods Despatched"




ENTERTAINMENT

REVIEWS

® The arrival of Life and
Death at our offices this
week did prove to inject
a certain humour into
what can only be
described as a fairly
average bunch of
releases. The smooth-
scroll screeching of
Super-Hang On came out
tops with Hitman's
loyalties divided
between the kick-em-to-
death-em-up, Dragon
Ninja, and the total-
everything-in- sight-em-
up, Hybris. Needless to
say we didn't let him
anywhere near Life and
Death.

PR

SUPER HANG-ON

ELECTRIC DREAMS

Amiga + £24.99dk
Also on ST, C64, CPC, Spec

* Turbo, or not turbo - either way, even Mr Sheene himself
would have troubde cleaning up on this polished product

The Amiga version of the great ST transworld
racer hits the tarmac and bids for pole-position in
the road wars. So there's only two wheels, but it
shifts faster than the most souped-up Ferrari sim
you've ever seen. At a blistering rate of 17 frames
per second, actually.
® GAMEPLAY
There are four sections to the game - Beginner, Junior,
Senior and Expert - represented by a total of 48 stages
of track situated wn Africa, Asia, America and Europe
respectively.

Bonus time at the end of each stage helps prolong the
fun by adding another thirty seconds to the fifty you
start out with, but the difficulty is carefully tweaked so

-

by hitting the right mouse button, and providing you're
going flat out this supercharges you right up to around
200 mph. At this speed you can barely control the bike,
never mind dodge the other riders you compete against,
A lot of the time is consequently spent building up your
speed again after being rammed from behind or
spiralling headlong into roadside obstacles. It's all a race

aganst the clock — the key 15 m becommg familiar with
the courses.

® GRAPHICS AND SOUND

The impression of speed, bike animation and coloured
backgrounds are all phenomenal - cutting in the turbo
delivers some of the fastest screen updates yet seen on
an Amiga. There are now three levels of scrolling
background compared to the ST version’s two. Sound is
very impressive too, being sampled straight from the
arcade version. Hit the tarmac and you hear the Doppler
effect of other nder's bikes zooming past in stereo!

® OTHER VERSIONS

Apart from the CPC outing, which features poor sound
and drab colour, all other versions are well above
average, with the ST one coming out tops. The Amiga
version is marginally faster and noticeably smoother
than its 16-bit cousin and of course scores much higher
in the audio department. This is no straight conversion!
® EXPRESS VERDICT

A superior racing garme which is streaks ahead of the
competition in terms of audio visuals, highly addictive
and marred anly by the fact that it's possibly too difficult.
But then when did difficulty deter anyane?

QOO0 Andy Storer

DRAGON NINJA

OCEAN

CPC . £9.95¢s
Also on Spec, CB4, ST, Amiga

Dragon Ninja is a conversion of the popular Data
East coin-op, and is another in the long line of
martial-arts kick-em-to-death-em-ups.

® GAMEPLAY

Dragon Ninja lets you take on the role of a streetwise
hardman traveling through a horizontally-scrolling
cityscape wiping out any opponents that dare confront
you.

Using a variety of kicks, punches and any weapons
you can pick up, you'll discover and fight a myriad of
martiakarts morons including shirakenthrowing Ninja
assassing, wicious guard dogs and acrobatic women
warriors. At the end of each level you'll meet a tougher
form of scum known as a Ninja Master, who'll require an

| extra dose of beating-up before any further progression

you'll keep coming back for more. A turbo can be cut in |

into the game is possible,
® GRAPHICS AND SOUND
Perhaps Dragon Minja's most striking visual element is
the amount of on-screen action at any one time, which
amazingly doesn't detract from the overall speed. The
sprites are varied, exuberantly coloured and defined and
expertly animated - and are complemented by diverse
and proficient backdrops

Audio contains functional sound-effects and a suitably
onental soundtrack assisted by a New Waveinfluenced

| drumbeat

® OTHER VERSIONS

We've seen the early preproductions of the other
versions of Dragon Minja and they're looking very
promising. We're looking forward to getting our hands on
the finished articles.

o | of excellent releases like Operation Wolf, Robocop and

* Don't get hit by the truck

: : - - L-iflr‘.- :
ENERESERN NN RN E (R A
+ Confronting one of the Ninja Masters
® EXPRESS VERDICT

| Dragon Ninja is a credible and faithiul conversion of the
| firstrate coin-op, and continues Ocean's magnificent run

| Batman.

Certainly one of the most goodHooking and playable
beat-emups on the CPC so far, Dragon Ninja would
make a welcome addtion to any budding Ninja's
software collection.

OO0
HYBRIS

DISCOVERY SOFTWARE INTERNATIONAL, USA

Rik Haynes

Amiga + £24 99dk
Mo other versions known

Hybris is a vertically-scrolling shoot-em-up similar
to the brilliant coin-op Terra Cresta, and is
imported by Gainstar, Unit 1, Rear of 7 Wellington
Road, Sandhurst, Surrey GU17 8AW. Tel: (0252)
877431

® GAMEPLAY

Taking control of a mean-machine space fighter, your
mission is to seek put a missing colony. Easy enough,

« Coming up to 8 ground emplacement, guns a-blasting
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you might think, but first youll have to destroy a
multitude of alien spacecraft and ground emplacements

possible.
It's probably a good job that you can pick up some

killjoys in their tracks.
@ GRAPHICS AND SOUND
Hybris wvisuals are of a high quality throughout,

assortment of somewhat conventional, but nevertheless
praiseworthy sprite designs.

Audio is also engaging, with dramatic sound spot
effects accompamed by an upbeat and infuniatingly
catchy soundtrack.
® OTHER VERSIONS

available

@ EXPRESS VERDICT

Hybiris is another great release from Discovery Software
- the maker of the excellent Sword of Sodan - and is
definitely the most playable Amiga wvertically-scralling
shoot-em-up we've seen to date. Gameplay has the right
balance between difficulty and actually allowing
progression through the many different levels. A great
“discovery” (You're fired again = Ed), Hybris is certainly
worth checking out

OO00

Rik Haynes

GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT

ACCOLADE

PC + £24.95dk
Due out on C64

* “And there goes the unmistakeable figure of Alain Mansell, or |

is it Nigel Piquet, Murray™

After releasing Ferrari Formula One and Test
Drive, Accolade return to the track for a mean
turbo blast and look set to establish themselves as
the premier PC Prixers

® GAMEPLAY

around eight international circutts including Monaco,
Hockenheim and Silverstone while competing against
mine other drivers. You can choose to drive for McLaren,
Wiliams and Ferran and attempt to handle their

with the fve available skill levels and you have a degree
of control from the almost auto-pilot relaxation of the
lowest level to the hypersensitive top end. Races are
also divided into practice laps, single races and the
Championship Circuit, which pits you against the
season’s best competitors. The overall result is not so
much a serious sim as a mo of fun and thrills.

® GRAPHICS AND SOUND

It's quite fast for a PC racing game, which is surprising
since most rely on simulating action to a degree where
slow screen updates are disgwised by the wealth of
detail. Here, though, colour and animation are well
presented and make Grand Prix Circuit look great,
especially in EGA mode.

® OTHER VERSIONS

it's due out on C64 some time soon, though we haven't
seen any advance copies.

all wishing to finish your mission of mercy as quickly as |

extra weaponry along the way, helping you to blast these |

comprising appealing backdrops backed up by an |

No details of any other versions of Hybris are currently

You have a range of cars at your disposal to take you |

corresponding vehicles — A Honda Turbo, A V8 Renault |
and a V12 Ferrari. Couple their performance differences |

| @ EXPRESS VERDICT

| Mice to see a PC game that actually shifts at a pace for
once, and where you're not waiting for the track ahead
of you to unfold by the second. Whilst it's by no means a
Grand Prix simulator, it's good fun and worth a look for
any PC owner wanting a turbocharged game to show off
| their machine's spec

;aﬁo

SOLDIER OF LIGHT

ACE/SOFTEK

Andy Storer

Amiga - £24.99dk
Also on Spec, C64, ST
Under development on CPC

Sl s sl aj ol oje)n
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| » Xain all alone in the desert, with no-one
| annihilate

P~

around t

| Soldier of Light is a conversion of the cult Taito
| coin-op, which featured spectacular and original
visuals matched by uncompromisingly tough
| gameplay,
® GAMEPLAY

: | SOL is a horizontally-scrolling shootem-up with wou

controling Xain, a intergalactic soldier equipped with
exoskeleton armour and jet-boots, sent out to destroy all
alien forces in the galaxy.

You first decide which planet you want to clean up
next. Then its down to business blasting anything that
moves, ranging from the standard alien foot-soldier to a
| huge dinosaurlike creature. Luckily you'll find extra
| armaments pods along the way which increase your
i~ firepower when collected. And you'll need ‘em.
® GRAPHICS AND SOUND
The most stunning feature of SOL is its fantastic
backdrops, which are not only beautifully drawn but also
expertly coloured. They add greatly to the atmosphere
of the game and present an accurate impression of the
coinop's graphics. Sprites are also nicely defined, being
both varied in design and size.

Audio is far less impressive, with only tolerable sound
| effects uplifted to a small degree by the funky
soundtrack - although even this gets wrtating after a
while.
| OTHER VERSIONS
Spectrum SOL was the first version to be released, back
in Spring ‘88, and is a reasonable conversion. The C&4
version is a quite playable, with inviting audiowvisuals
shghtly marred by the limited play area. 5T S0L has very
disappointing audio quality, but containg identical visuals
to the Amiga version. No release date has been set for
| the CPC version.
| @ EXPRESS VERDICT

| SOL is quite a decent shoot-em-up with bright, calourful
| and attractive wisuals underlining a reasonable blast. A
I shght criticism can be lewed at the fact that SOL
| contains less taxing gameplay than the coin-op parent,
| thus casting a doubt over its lasting interest. A touch
| overpriced, but still worth a look.

000

Rik Haynes

| HOSTAGES

INFOGRAMES

PC » £24.95dk
Also on ST and Amiga

» Just about to start dodging the searchiights and salvos

Infogrames' latest PC release sees anti-terrorism
making its way to the micro as you command an
elite French SAS squad in a bid to storm an
embassy and rescue captives.

® GAMEPLAY

You have to place three marksmen at safe vantage
points around an embassy in preparation for a further
three to be sent in by helicopter. Guiding them by
joystick, you dodge the terrorist searchlights and
machine gun fire as they scan the penmeter. Once in
place, you flick to a sniper’s eye view of the Embassy
windows and attempt to take out the occasional figure
you might sight behind the glass. You then take the role
of the chopper squad and abseil down and through a
window,

Once inside you view proceedings from behind the
nozzle of a machine-gun. A small map indicates your
position and that of any one of the 14 terrorists in the
building. From then on in it's down to moving from room
to room and attempting to cut in half anyone you come
across before they do the same to you. As the
opposition are pretty hot on the ammao too, you'll be
switching to your second and third backups to flush out
all floors and find and rescue the hostages
@ GRAPHICS AND SOUND
The graphics aren't bad for a PC running VGA, with
windowed foregrounds of animated action overlad on
detailed backgrounds. Inside the Embassy relatively fast
screen updates have the effect of compounding the
tension. Sound effects feature gunfire and the groans of
dying men - what else would you expect from a game
that deals with a death squad going about its everyday
business?

@® OTHER VERSIONS

Both the ST and Amiga versions look and sound great
and are streets ahead of this PC release, but then that's
only to be expected.

@ EXPRESS VERDICT

Quite a good outing in the PC shoot-out stakes, though
maybe a litthe dubsous in the contents department. Worth
2 look if you want to feel the sharp end of law
enforcement cut with tension and what we can only
assume to be an elerment of edgy realism.

S00
MINI GOLF

MAGIC BYTES/GREMLIN

Andy Storer

ST~ £19.99dk
Also on C84, Amiga

Mini Golf is yet another golf game, this time
brought to us by German-based Magic Bytes and
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ENTERTAINMENT

* Selecting the angle for the next shot
distributed in this country by Gremlin.

® GAMEPLAY

You have to guide your golf ball through courses of
varying difficulty, choosing the right angle to packet the
ball in as few moves as possible, using the walls to
reflect the ball around the many cbstacles that occur.

The view of the action is seen from above, but there's
an option to view the course from other angles before
you make any final decisions on your tactics for that
particular hole.
® GRAPHICS AND SOUND
Audio-visuals would have had to been really impressive
to make this game stand up. It's unfortunate that they
are, in fact, boring run-ofthe-mill incarnations, and are
certainly below the standard set by Access/US Gold's
Leaderboard.

Mundane representations of the courses make this
game look more like a game of pool or snooker and are
miatched by poor quality sound-eifects.
® OTHER VERSIONS
The Amiga wersion is are similar in feel and audiowisuals
to the ST version, albeit with small improvements in
quality. The C64 version is okay, but still not good
enough. There are no other versions planned.
® EXPRESS VERDICT
Mini-Golf is a reasonable concept totally ruined by poor
implementation. It and just doesn't stack up against the
popular Leaderboard series of golfing games. Stay clear
of this release,

00

Rik Haynes

LIFE AND DEATH

SOFTWARE TOOLWORKS

PC + £24.95dk
Also on Amiga

i TR TIZENG THl i
! BLGINNING THE SULGLRY.

] smm Toalworks inject new humour into operating manuals

The purveyors of Chessmaster 2000 certainly
enjoy a good foray into the more esoteric realms
of gaming and strategy. Life and Death finds you in
the role of a surgeon asked to perform a number
of operations.

@ GAMEPLAY

After signing on as a doctor, your first job is to go from
room to room diagnosing patients’ conditions — most of
them are suffering from abdominal pains of some kind
With your mouse you prod wvarious areas of their
stomachs and are met with groans and yelps as they
register pain. You then decide whether to observe,
operate, administer medication, X- ray or ultra-scan the

patient. Scans reveal visual evidence of kidney stones or |

whatever, whilst the other options are met with a pop-up
head surgeon who informs you of the success in
diagnosis.

Obwviously, though, you're dying to operate on
someone, and sooner or later you enter the theatre and
prepare to stick the knife in. Your victim's abdomen is

o | exposed, you pump them full of drugs, clean them up a

littte, and go to work with a scalpel. It's at this point they
usually die. Unless you're a medical student, you
probably won't have the faintest idea what to do except
read the manual, You'l leave the room and wheel in
another. Half an hour later half of North America will be
dead.

® GRAPHICS AND SOUND

Some of the animated sequences are incredibly primitive
and slow, but then the game is really about interactive
medical treatment, which doesnt normally happen at
great speed in any case. Sound is pretty appaling too,
with groans and death throes only barely distinguishable
from the audio of the most unsociable of bodily
emissions,

@ OTHER VERSIONS

The Amiga version is by far the most gruesome of the
range, with truly outrageously loud screams
accompanying yet another botched op

® EXPRESS VERDICT

Something of an oddity, of course, Execution Simulator
might have been a better title, but if you're into human
wivisection then this is the one for you. Of course, you
may just be interested in medicine.

[l Andy Storer

ADVANCED RUGBY
SIMULATOR

CODE MASTERS

ST+ £19.99dk
No other versions planned

» That multicoloured portuguese man-of-war in the centre of
the pitch is in fact a scrummage...

No prizes for guessing what type of game
Advanced Rugby Simulator is...

® GAMEPLAY

ARS follows the standard route of the “football™type
(sorry, rugby fans!) sports-simulation game.

During play you control a whole team, with the player
under current control being highlighted by a cursor. The
player's able to pass or kick in a somewhat subdued
game of rugger. All the features of rughy are here,
including conversions, scrummages and touch backs.
There are also many options which allow you to tweak
vanous attributes of the game, such as choosing one of
a possible 17 team policies (the tactics the other
players in your team adopt during the game),

The only really novel feature of ARS is the streaker
who occasionally shows up!

@ GRAPHICS AND SOUND
Visuals vary sharply from the competent between-game
screens to the chronically undersized player sprites. The

| reflection on the British public or c) a measure of

| @ EXPRESS VERDICT

strange combination of scrolling, flip-screen and still |

screen just doesn't work very well, tending to disperse
the flow of the action.
implemented and more attractive, the game would have
been greatly improved.

if they had been better |
| load in and ask “What Happens MNext™

Audio is the worst aspect of the game, without a single
digitised grunt, groan or scream to be heard anywhere,
Sound-effects are restricted to wavelike sounds which
would be better off in a surfing simulator (What, another
Code Masters game? - Ed).
® OTHER VERSIONS
Code Masters already has the budget title International
Rugby Simulator for the Spectrum, C64 and CPC, but
Amiga and PC versions of ARS are unlikely at the present
time.

@ EXPRESS VERDICT

Code Masters' preoccupation with “simulator” games
can get tiring at times. What about programming a
proper simulator, guys? Still, rugby fans wanting to
recreate their favourite sport on the ST will probably
enjoy ARS, but for other ST gamers there's not a lot here
to keep you interested for long.

oo Rik Haynes

A QUESTION OF SPORT

ELITE

ST« £19.99dk
Also on Amiga, PC, Spec, C64, CPC

* “Errr....extraordinary!” (i only it wers)

REEEMAARKABLE! The most popular TV sports
quiz ever, watched by 19 ‘million viewers each
week makes it to the monitor. Is this a) a
reflection on the appalling competition, b) a

David Coleman's role as a screen god of the
eighties?

® GAMEPLAY

Yes, you lead your team through Coleman’s masterfully
styhsbic touches in a game divided into six rounds of
questions based on sports trivia. You can play against
the computer, ancther player or with three players per
team. The rounds feature four-option multiple choice
questions from the picture board, mystery personality,
home and away, what happens next, and quick fire - so
the game follows exactly the same format as the series.
Two points are awarded for correct answers. Running |
out of time or answering wrongly passes it over to the
other team for one point. And...er.. well, that's it! (fiddles
with earpiece)

® GRAPHICS AND SOUND

The ST version is quite novel, in so far as its screen
displays mix hives mode mono digitised pics of the
players with the coloured surrounds of medium res.
Screen updates are quick enough, but as with most quiz
games the graphics are uninspiring. Sound is confined
to the ridiculously insidious jingles and music of the TV
programme.

® OTHER VERSIONS

The CB4 wersion is okay in the graphics and sound
department, with portraits replaced by hand-drawn
renditions, and leaves the Spectrum's mostly
unrecognisable efforts lurking somewhere in a biurred
fog.

UNREEEMAARKABLE! Possibly the most sporting aspect
of the game would be to give it away to someone else.
Preferably someone you don't like. Otherwise it's a
guestion of waiting for another round of guestions to

k) Andy Storer
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Reptilia Design requires programmers to work
freelance on Z80, 6510 and 68000. We are also
looking for talented graphic artists and musicians. If
you think you are talented enough to convert a game
from one format to another then write with examples
of your work to:

MASTERTRONZC

Nobo&y Aoes i+ Yoetter!

Programmers, don't be duped by other companies claims — when it
comes down to publishing budget software there's really only one choice.

Fact: Mastertronic has the largest market share in the UK software industry.

Reptilia Design,

Fact: Mastertronic has over | 500 outlets in the UK alone, including high street

stores and supermarket chains, more than any other software house. d Unit 27 . 33 Noble Square "

Fact: Mastertronic has extensive distribution in Europe and its own company Basildon, $513 1LT

R For Further Details pl I Mick
“Or Furiher elals phone an or c

Fact: Mastertronic is part of the Virgin Group — one of the worlds mast successful ; - 2 ; QOE

entertainment companies. between 12pm and 7pm on (0268) 590571

Fact: Mastertronic is looking for good quality, original Cé4, Spectrum, Amstrad
CPC, Atari ST, Amiga and IBM PC games.

If yoou think you can meet our standards send a copy of / /" = o Finesis i, e, T R | S, S e _—l
your game with T e g 1 i A new software label setting new standards in |
e g 2 i Computer Gaming requires CODERS and

THE MAGIC ? : %y . GRAPHIC ARTISTS for the AMIGA, ATARI ST -
POST BOX e RWTAR - - | : | and PC MACHINES, capable of producing the !
Priibone i e ! BEST the Medium has to offer. |
1-4 Vernon Yard, . " bimmim— = e e et e -
Partobello Road, i

If you think you've got what it takes, contact
ADRIAN TURNER at
ACTUAL SCREENSHOTS
immediately on
(01) 533 2918
or send C.V.'s and DEMOS to:
UNIT 7D, KING'S YARD, CARPENTERS ROAD,
LONDON, E15 2HD

London W11 2DX.

Systems Programmers

Locomotive Software - the creators of LocoScript for the Amstrad PCW, Mallard BASIC and
BASIC 2 - are expanding. We need systems programmers to work on the design and
development of future MSDOS, 0S/2 and Presentation Manager products.

We're looking for people with a good degree, from a good university, preferably with a
significant computer content. Ideally you will have some experience of developing PC
software - either as a hobby or as part of your job since leaving university.

You will work at our offices in the centre of Dorking, Surrey, where we have a powerful
network of 286-based PCs. We provide unlimited coffee and clean air (as smoking is not
allowed.) The working hours are flexible, based on a 35 hour week.

We offer an initial salary of £10,000 to £15,000 depending on experience. We see our future
success depending on the quality of our products, which in turn depends on an experienced
and professional development team. And so we see it as important that we offer an
environment where technical achievement is rewarded.

If you are interested, please send your detailed CV to Howard Fisher at

LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE

Allen Court
Dorking

Surrey, RH4 1YL
Tel: (0306) 740606




The
Problem!

53,000 vacancies
Forecast
by National
Computing
Centre

Britain is experiencing a
““chronic’’ shortage of
skilled computer staff. At
present it is estimated that
there are 16,000 vacancies
for development staff and a
growing shortage of systems
programmers.

And The National
Computing Centre predicts
that by 1991 this could well
rise to 53,000.

The low level of attention
totraining has been suggested
as the main cause for this.

The
Solution!

Computeach
Student Wins
National Award -

Keith Burbanks, aged 26,
has recently won the
National Computing
Centre’s Bronze Award for

the best performance in this
year’s City & Guilds
examinations.

Keith, who is now a well-
paid computer programmer, I
was unemployed before |
becoming a Computeach
student, is just one of

Computers are
Everywhere!
The Computer

Industry
needs YOU!

The electronic office is now with us. Everywhere you look
computers are taking over.

In the secretary's office, in the accounts department, in the
sales department and in the design office—just about
everywhere,

It's bad news for those who don't have any experience in
computers,

But it's very good news for those with the right training.
In fact, by 1991 it's predicted that there could be 53,000
unfilled vacancies in the computer industry.

SO don't get left behind or worse left out!

Get the experience that will get you one of those 53,000
interesting, well paid jobs in computers, with a Computeach
distance learning course.

Ring Stourbridge (0384) 378005 (24hr service) now or send
the coupon to:

Computeach International Limited, Freepost, Stourbridge, _'
West Midlands, DY8 7BR. (no stamp required)

Please send me details of your computer training courses,

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) _

hundreds of young people ' Address

that Computeach

International are trainingto | —— — 5 |

meet the national shortage Postcode _Tel.No. _ | Pt

of skilled computer staff. I eatl COMPUTEACH I
I_Presento-::cupation Age St Négisf1l

e —— -




New Computer Express

SOFTWARE GUI D E EXCLUSIV

AMIGA R ATARIST

[BM & COMPATIBLES W Oulow P
2000 Leogu AMSTRAD CPC

ARCHIMEDES

_MEC]NTDSH
BB

fce ] & Electron 19 Oul Now

MsX : ; AMSTRAD PCW
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Out Now = Released within the last month  Imminent = Expected at time of publication

The Release Schedule is a reference guide to new and forthcoming products. Dates given are expected release dates and will be
adjusted weekly. Please allow for slippage. Compiled by Software Information Services, a department of Inter-Mediates Ltd.
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Cheques & Postal Orders payable to

SOFTSELLERS. Post & Packing Free in U.K
s £1.50 per item. Shop prices may vary, but personal callers can claim approx 10% discou

off R.R.P. on most listed items on production of this advert.

{W o
F A
12 SANDPIPER CLOSE, LONGRIDGE PARK, COLCHES TER, ESSEX. CO4 3GE
36a Osborne St, Access We will match any Software price BARCLAYCARD 5a Dogs Head St,
Colchester, advertised by another company P— Ipswich,
Essex. providing the advert is a current issue VISA Suffolk.
(RETAIL) and not a special offer. Please slate P {HETAIL:I
the magazine and company concermed
a7 ST AMIGA
Afterburngr ..., 13.99 HnnDWAHE Lancalot : i = 1295 1299
:O;-i?o::jul ?por! 12.99 Atari 520 STEM with 1 Meg Drive ... £269.95 Manhattan Dezlers, 1299 -.-15.88
b miga Gold Hits o i, Menace............ .
A Sy 2 Atari 520 Super Pack with 21 Gamas 4 Business Microprose Soccer
Q;',':,‘?lf,llc ﬁ.gg Organiser Database/Spreadsheel 19 Bool Camp .. :
Bards Talo | or i 16,59 9 Diary/Wordprocessor ... £349.95 | Migel Mansel's Grand Prix
i 16 - MNightRaider
g.‘-t'::b]:ar i o - par, 1040 STFM Professional Pack with Microsoft | Nt
BﬂII'H".rr:eu‘.s 1:5 ;IG. & E. 99 Write Wordprocessar SuperBase Personal Database Operation Wolf
Better Dead Than Alien 12.00. 12.99 V.I.P. Protessional Spreadshest --£449.95 | o 'p -
Bionic Commando .. 13.99. 16.99 Bcitana | P: Owarlander
Black Lamp. 12.99 12.99 - enassanal Fack Paperbay
Bembical 1599, 589 with SM 124 Mano Manitor . .£549.95 Pac Mania .
Bomb Jack 12.99 Profase | Pac Peler Beardsley
Butcher Hill 16.99 16.39 (1 Pesionel Fack Phantom Fighte
Buggy Boy. 12,59 549 with SC1224 Colour Monito £749.95 p:_i.'r_:-rnm il
Qo e 3 s he-f 4 Atari 1040 Super Pack Piatoon
(:j;]'_'t'_jﬂ'n"é;;"n'[;"” S 1589 with 21 Games + Business Organiser. . £449.05 PowerDrome
hrono Quest.... 19.59 1599 Atari 1040 Super Pack Ecc!-p:;:;ﬂnduaggu.
Combal School 59971288 | with SC1224 Colour Montor o e748.95 | PuIPe Satun Day
Corruption... 15.99 1589 i7 ' g'—"‘”h;;"f‘i'r
Crazy Cars || ] 15.99 1599 " 4 ST e
Dalc'r Thompson's O.C 12,99, 1;99 Atari 51224 Colour Monitor £299.95 | g o the Jedi
Deluxe Music L . 4999 o i RoadBlastars
Deluxe Paint I -49.99 Cumana 1 Meg Drive ST ... 10805 Robocop
Deluxe Video, bl e e e o R-Type
Degas Elite 16,99, S Amiga 500 with FREE Madulal Rocket Ranger .
Dragon Ninja 12.89. 15.89 al rae ,w ) ! F1e S le
Dauble Dragon . 12.99 12.99 Tutonial, & Extra’s Diec................... i gﬁ;‘:lnﬁ.\f:;nle : ik i
H:flrl‘c-?ft)n inieh 1?:’33 }5’32 Amiga 500 with 10845 Colour Monitor . £599.95 Shoot Em Up Construction
Erer 7oA 5 Fois Space Harrier | or || .
Elite ... 15.99 15.99 " e i
Eliminator 399 1395 [ 10845 Colour Monilo o Ell'c;;g Iﬂaﬁ; )
Falcon. .. 2 15.99 19.99 = s
F16 Combat Piot. 1509 15.99 Cumana 1 Meg Drive Amiga................... £99.95 2#?1.—-}52
Fernandez Must Dia 15,99 15.99 A c : =21 Five Slar
= nga AS01 Memory 2
Fed. of Free Traders 19.99 19.99 - L UTIRR Star Ray
Fish............ 1599, 15.99 Eff’}”_"’\'_oj X Clock Card ..... g 8 S L
Fire and Forget 15.99 15.99 " 1, : 5TOS
Fusion 2 - 16,99 {’E'fag g._gc.:. F;Elrer StreetFighter.
Football Managar I 12.99, P et o i B S e A SpaadBall
IE‘?ID[E!?;\.I‘?;[E‘C:UI LR :% gg 1289 Plaase include £5.00 pnsra%? and packagmq onal | S.DlI
sty it hardware items in the UK. Overseas ©18,00 Skate or Die
Garfield. 2.99 2l R (R Gl Ll L e gy Super Hang-On
g‘:ﬁ:‘#g Yo }g gg akh 103 172 inch Blank Discs ... £9.95 | Techno Cop .
Goldregons Domain 13.99 13.99 jcﬁ'?g'ﬁ iggr;g?; """"" ¥ E:gg PGQD'DHO‘-‘U
Goldrunner | or |1 12.99. 1299 | oay ‘Mals ! £4.95 B T
e Foyems 1289 | Cheetah 125 Jgystic """ €7:08 | Trocarof Manager
Ghosts & Goblins 12.99 15,99 S Turbs 1o sl%k ----------- £12.05 | Tmvial Pursuits
Heroes of the Lance 699 16.99 Pro 5‘00,»- Jo yrhr'k 514'95 Triad ...
Hellfire Attack ... 13.99 1389 (‘hecthSI.f:fui S ‘ £14.95 ThunderBlade
Hostages 1595 1599 Koinix Ravigtor o s e £14.95 | ThunderCats
Intercaptor 16.99 Rt ) " Time & Majik
: : Pro 5000 Extra | £15.95
International Karate + 1299 Pro 5000 Clear £15.95 Times of Lorg ...
International Soccer 12.99 12.99 : ; Turbe Cup
:nt:rr,:u'bée Shrinking Sphare J,g C:u: ;ggg """""""""""""""" bl TV Sports Football
ron Lor > ¥ -.16.99.. 2 4
X 3 3 i Disc Storage Box 40................ £7.95 | UMS. .
ll':;'a”" er E'ég: j,:_’, ;’5 Disc Storage Box 80 B £9.95 | Viclory Road
Joan of Arc 13.99 Lo T R S S m—m—————— b ot
Leaderboard Birdie 16.99 16.99 & . i o Enh...
| Legend of the Sword 15.99 15.99 gh‘_,a ga t;‘.Cr[ L= L1 L E?ggg Where Time Stood Still
! LED. Storm............. 13.59 13,99 oo e e Py WECLe Mans...............
Lombard RA.G. Rally 1599, 1550 298 3liper Syslem ool B G i
Leathemecks : 12.99 ...12,99 Xenon
WEe Accepr
Total Cost E: VOUCHERS
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Sixteen Bit Superdeals from the Sixteen Bit Specialists!

520 STFM Super Pack

£349.00

Inc VAT ang Nexr Day Delivery
Super Pack includes:

* 520S5TFM 512K Keyboard with Built-in 1 Megabyie disk drive and TV

a0 imes software incleding BUGGY BOY, TEST DRIVE, MARBLE
P‘A"NE%‘% \"\.IIZF'-'LL and 1

* ‘] S 58 Soltwar ng WORDPROCESSOR
—'FlEA‘IHHr—ET and DATABASE

+ FREE JOYSTICK

* All leads, manuals PLUS MOLU! and frea mains plug

REMEMBER! Many 5T's do not come with BASIC-ours coma with ST BASIC REV D by
Matlacomes
Alsg avaiabie with only or o and no joystick or Organ
52?9 Ol] inc.

Games Pack includes:

a TV
of games software including BUGGY BOY. MERCENARY. AMEGAS
THUND EI'—I:AT“ and & more

Amiga A500 Game Pack

£389.00

ine Varl and Nest |_'.‘"r_|,. Delbvery

12K Kgybaord with Bailt-in 1 Magabyte disk drve
odulator warth £24.39 allowing you 10 use the Amsga with

anormal TV

miga EXTRAS, Warkbanch PLUS the Amiga Step by step Tutoria
anuals PLUS MOUSE and mains plug!
Alse avalable without £230 worlh of games soffware —

£369.00

10405TFM Super Pack

£449.00

As above but with 1 meg 104058TFM

NEW! AMIGA 1 MEG!
£509.00

Announcing the new Amiga 1 m
card PLUS

eg-an AS00 with fitted 1 megabyte memory expansion and clock

TV Modulator AND DRAGOMNS LAIR a six disk 1 meg megagame

1040STFM Business Pack
e £439.00

STFM Keyboard with 1 meg memary and 1
lator

meg ialt-in disk drive

RBASE

AMIGA 1 MEG+
£529.00

23] worth ol games soltware nanmally given with our A500 Games Pack

MONITORS

INAL D miga A10B4 Sterea colour monitor inc lead £279.00
123 Spreadsheet clone £269.00
and mouse £99.00
CREDIT CARD ORDERLINE = 0908 78008 (9am - 6pm) e
E We've moved to larger premises - Callers most welcome! yg@ﬁg [
DIGICOM : VISA

Unit 36, Wharfside, Fenny Stratford, MILTON KEYNES MK2 2AZ

BERANDED D 100% Certified + Lifetime Guarantee, including
Sleeves, Labels + WP Tabs.
D D P D 0 D D P DP D ¥ DP 0
B D BO 4 P D B B 0 B0
£9.50 £16.25 £10.50 £17.25 £23.75 £29.95
! £17.50 £24.00 £18.50 £25.00 £46.49 £51.49
U £33.00 £38.00 £34.00 £39.00 £89.95 £93.95
L) H LFUE0 D D = POB0 0 D P DPOB0
L =1 - L) B0 D U D B0
£22.00 £28.45 £24.00 £30.45 EE'._ESI £66.75
0 £40.00 £46.50 £46.00 £5250 |£120.50 |£123.95
00 £75.00 £80.00 £85.00 £90.00 £238.95 |£239.895

DYSAN VERBATIM

50

36.85 71.80
12.35 5A. 30
14.49 6745

Add
5.85

Add d
485

VERBATIM

BRANDED DISKS, TOP BRANDS, BEST PRICES, SHIPPED TODAY

3" AMSOFT

DYSIDED
£1.89 ea

Packed in

DISK BOXES
DF020 20 x 3" ..B.95
DPO40 40x3.5" ...ccoonnn ..4.85
NO HIDDEN EXTRAS | DP0OBO B0 x 3.5" 6.95
T T I DPOB0 . 50X 525"t . 2.95
DP100 100 x 5.25° .. ..6.95

Telephone 0525 853333
24 Hour Orderline

, WE AccEPT

VOUCHERS

VAT INCLUDED . L » e
Anti-Static including Index Dividers

FREE CARRIAGE ON | To Order Telephone: LABELS
ALL ORDERS OVER | 9525 853333 R e
£10.00 ) Tractor Fricton
ALL PRODUCTS o S e

CARRY QUR NO- = ? I T || /7
QUIBBLE - .%@
REPLACEMENT [

FOR LIFE
GUARANTEE

HEAD CLEANING KITS-
51/4 + Fluid £2.50, 31/2 + Fluid £3.50.

I . . . . . . . . E—E——
We also supply Ribbons, Listing Paper, IBM printer
cables from £7.95 and much more

Micro Mountain 0525 853333 (10 lines), Fax 0525 850485, Datapro
House, Morth Street, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 7EQ

PLEASE SUPPLY ssssssssssssssssnsnassnsnssnssssssnsnnsns

AR R R R SR IR R R AR R R R R

=

Ih"'\"-’.'-’.“\-'l:'JlLi-'ﬂl'.% sesarsnsrnnane =

| enciose cheque/PO or £, , 4 4« « + OF charge my Access/Visa No

I Carriage £2 but FREE on
all orders over £10
MNAME

T

Inj:::.ggs. T T

g POSTCODE suseesssess DAYTIMETELNO. ,uiveuarsonsense
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THE RUNNING MAN
GRANDSLAM

A tiein with the up and coming
video  release of the
Schwarzenegger cult movie
set in 2019, and revolving
around your attemplis to
survive a TV game show.
Watched live by millions, you
fend off attacks from various
psycho-nutters among  the
dungeons and caves below
the studios. A fivelevel
sideways scroller, Running
Man will be available on all
formats, and this Amiga
screenshot shows off the best
wisuals of any version

THUNDERBIRDS GRANDSLAM

Brains, Lady Penelope, Parker and their puny plastic
puppet pals who pilot those pathetic polystyrene
(You're fired — Ed)...er. the famous Tracey family feature
in this 4-way scroling graphic adventure as you guide
them against the evil machinations of The Hood, their
archenemy. Your aim is to cope with innumerable
emergency situations whilst...okay [l pick up my P45
on the way out

{ARRIER 2 ELITE

CAPTAIN FIZZ PSYCLAPSE

Out soon on ST and Amiga is this simultaneous 2-player
shootem-up relying on collaborative effort from the
Psygnosis stable. Here you're a member of the Queen's
Cloned Highlanders and up against the verminous
Blaster-Trons as you battle through 22 levels of split-
screens which, whilst looking competent enough, don't
appear to feature the usual Psygnosis hallmarks of rich
detad and colour,

After the great conversion of the original to the ST, comes the sequel, which comprises the other ten levels of
the arcade fave. A tortuous fastblast through surreal sc-i landscapes, Space Harrier 2 shifts at speeds not far
off its fabulous coin-op parent. Out on the Amiga too this time.

TIMESCANNER ELECTRIC DREAMS

Another Sega arcade conversion, Timescanner consists
of four splitscreen levels - Volcano, Saquarra, Ruins
and Final - and is a superior pinball sim featuring nudge
and tilt, & flippers and up to 3 balls onscreen at any
one hime. As a special final bonus screen there's also a
breakout game included. For allformat wizards the
world over,

NEUROMANCER INTERPLAY

Fresh from release on the C64 comes the scifi RPG
Amiga version of Bill Gibson's Cyberpunk tour de
force. Although the Amiga's spec could have just
about handled the book's Blade Runner
atmosphencs, the graphics on show here don't look
much more than a straight port. Which is a shame,
since the medium of Cyberspace alone would provide
a great opportunity to show off the Amiga's custom
chips yet further. Hopefully the Devo music score will
make some amends

the bas
AY @
o East
IEuwropean steel
|.\|||| brown decay.
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HiSoft BASIC for the Amiga

iSoft BASIC was first released

on the Atari ST where it proved
immensely popular bacause of its
speed and ease of use. Now we have
ported the system to the Amiga so
that even more people can experience
the excitement of this super-fast,
compiled language.

HiSoft BASIC is a fully-integrated
compiler and editor that makes it
beautifully easy to convert all your
AmigaBASIC programs into fast-
running machine code; in fact, HiSoft
BASIC is so simple and quick to use
that you will soon find that you no
longer need the AmigaBASIC
interpreter at all, you can do everything
you want with HiSoft BASIC.

Full support of the Amiga is included
as standard with extensive window,
screen and graphics commands. In
the same way as the interpreter, Amiga
libraries can also be accessed as if
they were built-in statements allowing
complete machine access.

HiSoft BASIC includes full MENU
support, with event trapping and
powerful sprite routines, using the
OBJECT keywords.

Compiled programs can execute in
their own window{s) or use the CLI
window for minimum size. CLI-type
programs may be easily written and
made resident since they are fully re-
entrant.

For larger programs and for those with
strong editor preferences we also
supply an editor-less compiler for
traditional disk-to-disk compilation
methods.

ABS AND APPEND  AREA
BAR BASE BEEP BIN$
CALLS CASE CDBL CHAIN
CLEAR  CLNG CLOSE CLS
COMMON CONST  COS CSNG
cvs CVSIEEE DATA DATES
DEFINT DEFLNG DEFSNG DEFSTR
ELSEIF  END EOF EQV
EXIT EXP FEXISTS FIELD
FUNCTION GET GOSUB  GOTO
INKEYS  INPUT INPUTE  INSTR
LEFT§ LEN LET LIBRARY
LOF LOG LOG10 LOG2
MENU MID§ MKD$ MKDIR
MOD MOUSE  NAME NEXT
ON OPEN OPTION OR
PCIRCLE PEEK PEEKB  PEEKL
POKEB POKEL POKEW POS
PUT RANDOM  RANDOMIZE
REPEAT RESET  RESTORE RESUME
RSET RUN SADD SAY
SHARED SIN SLEEP SOUND
STEP STICK STOP STR$
SYSTAB SYSTEM TAB TAN
TRANSLATES TROFF  TRON
VAL VARPTR  VARPTRS WAIT
WINDOW WRITE  XOR

AREAFILL AS ASC ATN
BLOAD BREAK BSAVE  CALL
CHDIR CHR§ CINT CIRCLE
COLLISION COLOR ~ COMMANDS$
CSRLIN  CVD cvl CVL
DECLARE DECR DEF DEFDBL
DIM DO ELLIPSE ELSE
ERASE  ERL ERR ERROR
FILES FIX FOR FRE
HEXS IF IMP INCR
INT KILL LBOUND LCASES$
LINE Loc LOCAL  LOCATE
LOOP LPOS LPRINT  LSET
MKI§ MKIEEES MKL$ MKS$
NOT OBJECT.xx OCT$ OFF
QUTPUT  PAINT PALETTE PATTERN
PEEKW  PELLIPSE POINT POKE
PRESET  PRINT PSET PTAB
READ REDIM REM REMAINDER
RETURN RIGHT$  RMDIR RAND
SCREEN SCROLL SELECT SGN
SPACES SPC SOR STATIC
STRIG STRINGS SUB SWAP
THEN TIME$ TIMER TO
UBOUND UCASE$  UNTIL USING
WAVE WEND WHILE WIDTH

Hisoft BASIC - Reserved Words

HiSoft BASIC is a no-limits language;
string variables may be up to 16Mbytes
in length and there are no limits on
array sizes either (subject to available
memory). Code generated is fully
68010,/020/030 compatible.

Compiled programs have no run-time
overhead; all compiled programs share
an Amiga library. which may be
distributed with programs without
charge. Compiled programs multi-
task, of course, and as they all share

v

v

floats and strings of any size,

and much more.

+ Compatible with Microsoft QuickBASIC 3 on the PC, Atari ST BASIC,
AmigaBASIC and most other BASICs,

Full structured programming with long IFs, multi-line functions, sub-
programs, CASE, REPEAT, DO etc.,

optional line numbers, lots of compiler and run-time options allowing
tremendous flexibility-both at compile & execution time,

full recursion in sub-programs and functions plus local and global
variables, arrays as parameters,

¥ 5typesofvariable, integers, long integers, single- and double-precision

# no limits: no program size limit and no variable size limits,

v interactive environment; invoke the compiler from the easy-to-use
Intuition editor and all errors will be reported, in English, giving you the
option to go straight back to the editor for correction or to carry on
compiling. You can run your program from the editor so it's just like
using an interpreter - but faster!

power features like: include symbolic debug, exploit maths co-processors

HiScft BASIC - Some Features
Quite Simply - the fastest, most powerful BASIC for your Amiga

HiSoft

High Quality Software 8 prices i

the same library, memory usage and
disk space is kept to a minimum. There
is also an option to produce completely
stand-alone programs which include
only as much of the library as they
need.

HiSoft BASIC - now BASIC
programuming on the Amiga
has come of age.

Introductory Offer

HiSoft BASIC for the Amiga complete
| with AmigaBASIC Inside & Out book h%.- |
Abacus + software £94705 £79.9¢ |
ﬂl.lun_ﬂ'zrﬂ.lﬂ..lnﬂcjnrunh the first 1000 coples sold
Special Offers - Amiga |
HiSoft Devpac Version 1549795£15.00 |

Power Windows 2.5 £50.00
TxEd Plus editor etc. £50.00
A+L Modula-2 compiler £99.00

|

|

f

J

|

| Amiga Software |
| HiSoft Devpac Amiga Version 2£59.95 |
Aztec C Professiomnal £129.00

: Asztec C Source Code Debugger £79.00 l
]
|
|

Atari ST Software |

HiSoft DevpacST Version 2 £59.95 |
HiSoft BASIC ST £79.95 [
HiSoft Power BASIC ST £49.95

TurboST - the software blitter £39.95 |
| HiSoft WERCS resource editor £29.95

FTL Modula-2 Developer £99.95
| Aztec C Professional £129.00
| Aztec C Developer £179.00

Azxtec C Source Code Debugger £79.00
I Twist switcher program £39.95
CRAFT shell £99.95

The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE

Tel: (0525) 718181 Fax: (0525) 713716
nclude VAT. We accept Access & Visa and despatch by First Class Post.




New records

| am looking into computerising the
membership records of a club of
which | am secretary.

One area that concerns me is the
Data Protection Act. Can you advise
me where | might find details of the
Act's requirements, and what | must
do if | start putting people’s names
and addresses in a computer.

JB Cherry, Coalpit Heath, Avon

= The Data Protection Act specifically
exempts data held by clubs provided that
the club is not being run as a commercial
¥ business. So putting names, addresses
and other clubrelated nformation on
computer does not requre wou to
register under the Act.

If you want further details try your local

library which should have all the
information you need

MSXplanation?

| have a Sanyo MPC 100 MSX
computer and an Amstrad DMP 2000
printer. | bought a copy of Anglosoft's
Print-X-Press on cassette some
months ago and I've so far been
unable to transfer the characters
from the Designer or Compiler
programs onto the Manuscript
program for printing. Suggestions?
RJ Brett, Portsmouth

* I'm afraid Il have to throw this one
open to the MSX fraternity since [ve
never even heard of your problematic
software. Any MSX-owning readers who
have any help to offer on this subject

i

l

should write to Tech 1L

i L

Tips —

MSXtra
drive
May | congratulate
you on an
axcHont A 3570 5 557 2 0
magazine before |

prompt you to

answer my problem. Yes, | am
another MSX owner who purchased a
JVC HC10 a few months ago.

How does one attach a microdrive
to the MSX? How much do they cost,
where can | get one? And is it
possible to use it for filing, financial
planning and a keyboard instructor?
P A Gray, Carlisle, Cumbria

TIPS Amiga Assistance

Having just read your cover feature on infuriating problems, |
find myself infuniated. | think that you have given a bad
solution to a very minor problem. | am talking about the
“Working out with Workbench™ piece of your feature. The
solution you give is far from ideal for several reasons: firstly,
as you state, this will rapidly lead to a half megabyte user
running short of memory space: secondly, it is messy and
time consuming. The more so if the ¢ directory has had useful
PO commands added. The solution | recommend is as follows.

Purchase a PD disk containing a crunch utilty, and crunch
all large and infrequentlyused files (Preferences is a good
candidate for starters). Then you will have 20-30 per cent
more disk space. Delete all printer drivers and keymaps that
are not used imore disk savings).

packages or installing them, | am willing to give copies to
anyone who sends me a disk and adequate retum postage.
The disk contains all the relevant text files for the PD
programs contained within it, which can then be removed to
another disk, freeing further disk space. | have also put.on 2
virus killers, a bootblock wiewing utility and a funtion key
editor. | will do this free of charge as a service to all Amiga
owners who need that little bit of help getting to Erips with the
Amiga's DOS, and 05 come to that.

The address is:
Greg D Hewitt-Long,
Staffordshire 5T16 3BT

P.S. This system may be used to set up a RAD: disk in Wb
1.3 as follows:

111 Marston Rd, Stafford,

RAM used up. This file also gives you the option of copying ED
on the screen editor, you can type y or n as soon as the echo
command prints the ‘Copy Commands to RAM:" statement
On entering the CLI you only need to type 'Execute

r Commands® to invoke this batch file as Execute looks for
script files in the s directory. (This cuts down the time taken
for the Amiga to give a directory of the disk's roat by cutting
thel amount of files in the root.)

| | would recommend that Wb 1.2 users obtain copies of the

following PD packages: 1. GOMF, 2. Conman, 3.
RunBackGround, 4. either DMouse ore PopCLI, 5. Crunch!. 6.
A funchion keys editor,

My startup sequence is as follows, and minimises startup
time by not doing any copying (apart from the Ram RAM-disk
won),

The CLI is accessed by holding the Left Amiga and ESC
keys (DMouse).

Gomf
Path RAM:
Failat 30
Conman -c - 4
RunBackGround -5 df0:c/FuncKey df0:s/Func Key
DMouse -a2 -5120 -c2
Copy RAMdisk.info to RAM:disk info
LoadWh
EndCLI » nil;
If readers are likely to have difficulties obtaining these

Enter the CLI and type: s/Startup-Sequence
Ed df0:s,/Commands Mount RAD:
Create the fallowing file Mount NewCON:
Echo “*NCopying commands to RAM:*N” Resident c:Copy Pure
| Path RAM Resident c:Execute Pure
| Copy SYS:c/copy to RAM: Ask "* Ninitialise RAD: [y/n]"
Copy SYS:c/cd to RAM: i Wamn
Copy 5Y5:c/delete to RAM: Execute RADSet
Copy SYS:c/type to RAM: Else
Copy SYS:c,/dir to RAM: Echo "*NRAD: not Initialised™
Copy 5YS:cMist to RAM: Endif
Ask “*NCopy ED to RAM: [y/n]" Path RAD:
If Warn Path RAM:
Copy S'YS:c/ed to RAM: System, FastMemFirst
Else Run »NIL: SetAlert
Echo "*NED not copied” FF >NIL: -0
Endif MakeDir Ram:T
This file can contain any commands that you choose. The  MakeDir Ram:Env
PATH command causes the Amiga to search the RAM device Assign T: Ram:T
before searching the c directory-and minimising the amount of Assign ENV: Ram:Ent

Path sys:utilities sys:system sys: s: ADD

Resident CLI L:Shell-Seg SYSTEM Pure

LoadWh

EndCLI > nil:
5/RADSet

sys:System/FORMAT DRIVE RAD: NAME "RAD Dick” NOICONS

copy Shellinfo to RAD:

copy ¢/cd to RAD:

copy ¢/copy to RAD:

copy ¢/delete to RAD:

copy c/type to RAD:

copy c/dir to RAD:

copy ¢/list to RAD:

copy ¢/Ed to RAD:
This does, of course, assume that RAD: in included in your
mountlist.

Finally, here's a tip that | have not seen printed anywhere,

Everyone knows about CirkD to halt a batch file. This has a
low priority interrupt that stops the execution after the current
command has been finished, but CtrkC has a higher priority
interrupt that will halt a command in its tracks, This is useful
if, say, you have just asked for something like "DIR c" which
can take quite a few seconds to complete. If it was a mistake
try a Ctrl-C to end the directory. | have not tried this during a
write to disk, as | don't think it is such a good idea - it may
knacker the disk (quite possible, knowing how temperamental
Amiga DOS is).

* Again | have to own up to a lack of
expertise in matters MSX. However, by
“microdrive” | assume you mean a 3.5°
disk drive and not the dubious tape
gewces anginated by Sinclair,

Most 3.5" drives sell for around £100
to £150. Whether you can attach one to
your HC10 depends on whether it has a
suitable interface (check your manual).

The only supplier of MSX goodies |
have anm address for is Mightdare, 11b
Walnut Road, Chelston, Torquay, Devon
Tou could write to them and see what
they have available. And again, if any
MSX owners have specific information on
fis guestion, please let us know

Any port in...an ST?

| am on the verge of buying a
computer system, in particular the
520 STFM which | feel is a very good
buy.

But on approaching local stockists |
can get no information on a user
port (similar to the BBC's 6522 VIA),
a device | laid down as one of the
requirements of my new machine.

| would welcome any advice on the
subject you can give me. If the ST
does not qualify, is there another
comparable machine?

M Hart, Irving, Ayrshire

* Since you don't say what you want to
use the port for: it's difficult to be
specific, but the ST has attracted
extensive hardware support for storage,
wdeo and audio digitising, and most
other standard peripherals

The 520ST has nothing directly

equivalent to the BBC Micro's user port |

although the cartridge port can be used |
to drive external devices (many audio
digitisers use the cartndge port)

Potentially more useful would be the
expansion bus built in to the Mega STs

but they are considerably mare expensive |

than the 520 or 1040 STs.

The Amiga has similar difficulties and
you have to go to the 2000 series for a
frue expansion bus, the ASOD being
broadly similar to the 520ST in this
respect,

Best of all for hardware expansion, real
ime control, and s0 on are PCs which
emplay the well-supported PC expansion
bus. Interface cards are readily available
for analog/digital conversion, industrial
control, |EEE 488 adaptors, and digital
10

W

Learning to tpye
Some time ago we bought a
Commodore 64, complete with disk
drive and printer. Part of the strategy
was that with the aid of a typing tutor
our family could learn to type [our
older son has a difficulty in writing).
Since then we have tried to locate
such a program, but we've had no
luck. Can you help?

WM Oswald, Blanefield, Glasgow

.
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& Sorry, Mr Oswald, I'm afraid | cant. |
have a vague recollection of a typing
tutor program for the C&4 about three or
four years ago, but | haven't seen it
mentioned anywhere for guite some time
now

My researches furned up suitable
programs on the PC and the Amiga, but
nothing on the Ch4. Perhaps one of
Express's readers could help .

Meeting specs
| urgently require a computer for my
course at the end of January and |

don't know which computers are
suitable. | have been given the
following

specification:

512K RAM, single disk-drive, PC-

Win a sub!

We want to hear your problems, but we also want helpful
hints and tips. And reports of those bugs you've found, from

the comical to the downright frustrating. You could scoop the
weekly best-tip prize of a free 26-issue subscription!

And remember, there's no waiting around for monthly
publication dates. The best tips, and solutions to your
problems will be in print before you can say Alan Sugar.
(Please don't send SAEs for replies, we can only answer enguiries

TIP ST-PC link

| nobice in issue 9 of Express that Karl
McAuley is interested in ST-PC disk
compatibiity. The speed problem you
mention only affect 5.25" drives. There
are so many PCs with 3.5° drives now
that the problems are much reduced.

There is another reason why PCs
cannot read disks created by the ST
desktop format option. The 5T disk
format is samilar to the PC's except in
the number of sectors addressed by
one directory entry. The ST's reading
and writing routines are rather more
flexible than the PC's so it can recognise
a number of different formats, including
PC format. This is the feature that many
extended disk formathng  programs
exploit. The PC can only read/write its
own format, so the compatibility 15 only
one way

The answer is to get a PD formatting
program for the 5T which can format PC
disks. | use on called FORMAT11 which
can do both extended formats and DOS
compatible formats

Beware of using all DOS-compatible
disks on your ST though - the ST stores

a random number in the disk boot
sector so that disk swaps can be noted
DOS disks simply have the DOS version
number stored in the same place, so
disk swaps can go unnoticed when
using these disks

| use a Compaqg 386 at work with a
1.44Mb 3.5° drive and transfer data
between the machines with no problem
There are a couple of things to note at
the PC end.

First, the PC can be made to format a
3.5 disk to 720K in a 1.44Mb drive
using the following command (assuming
the 3.5 is drive B:)

FORMAT B: /TBO /N:9
It is even possible to format a single-
sided disk even though IBM have newver
used 3.5 sngle-sided drives. The
following bne must be added to the
config. sys file

DEVICE = DRIVER 5YS /D:1H:1
This adds an extra logical drve with only
one head allowing STers with single-
sided disks to swap mformation with
PCs.

Graham Curhis, Breadsall, Derby

in print).
So whether it's help offered or needed, write to:
Tech Tips, New Computer Express,
4 Queen Street,
Bath, Avon BA1 1EJ.

going
will cost
WL ff'\.rjl-:
for ST and
colour monitor,

anather £70 for PC Ditic
your mimimum system.

In comparison you could get a working
PC-compatible system for as little as
£4AR0 (the Olvetti PC1 from Dwons), or
around £600 for a genenc PC-compatible
such as those from SBC, Opus, or a
dozen ather manufacturers.

Admittedly, the PC-compatibles will be
with mono monitors and not good for
games on that score, but your could easily
upgrade to CGA, or the much better EGA
later when you have more money.

In the long term, the PC will work out
cheaper i you get into
senously, Extra disk drives, memory, and
hard disks will cost far less on the PC
than on the 5T

For a prnter, f you saw last week's
issue you'll kmow that for low-cost printing
we recommended the Citizen 1200 at
about £135, but f you have trouble
tracking one down, try the Panasonic KX
P1081 at about £170

compatible
keyboard,
mono manitor,
printer and serial ports, mouse,
printer, MS-DOS 2.1 or higher, and
the machine should be capable of
running GEM V2 or higher, Lotus 1-
2-3, PC Automator, UCSD Pascal,
and First Framewaork.

In addition to the above | would like
to be able to play games and
program in several languages. Being
a student | do not have much money
to spare.

| had thought about the Atari
520STFM with PC-Ditto - does that fit
the specification?

Matthew Cochrane

= Although an ST with PC-Ditfo might
cover the technical mide of things, your
main problem is likely to be speed under
the PC emulator, especially when running
your own programs in Pascal.

It won't be your cheapest option either,
since you have to have a monitor (running
BO-column screens on a TV is not
recommended). The cheapest ST deal

Peripherals MP1 35+ for about £140

|
computing

or the Micro |

—— SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER

—_— SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER ——

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER —— SPECIAL OFFER

~ PUBLIC APOLOGY

We at M.D. Office Supplies would like to take this opportunity to apologise to all its competitors.

we shall, with immediate effect supply,
COMPUTER DISCS AND STORAGE B
AT BELOW WHOLESALE PRICES

JUST LOOK AT THE

XES ETC., e AGoser
EXPRESS
SE AMAZING OFFERS VOUCHERS

1

5.25" DISCS & BOXES

1
-4

j..- 3.5" DISCS & BOXES

2

25 525" 05 DD 96 TP wiih 50 Capacity Lockable Storage Box £1249 2535 DS DD 135 TP with 40 Capacity Lockable Storage Box
50 5.25" DS DD 96 TP with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box £18.43 3035 DS DD 135 TPI with 80 Capacity Lockable Storage Box
75 5,257 DS DD 9 TP with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box £23.49 403.5" DS DD 135 TP1 with 80 Capacity Lockable b crano Bowx
100 5.25° DS DD %6 TP with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box £29.49 50 3.5" DS DD 135 TPl with 80 Capadty Lockable Storage Box
&0 3,57 DS DD 135 TP wath 80 Capacity Lockable
ALL DISCS ARE CERTIFED 100% ERROR FREE 0 35" DS DD 135 TP with 80 Capacity Lockable S
AND ARE SUPPLIED WITH FULL USER SETS
ALL DISCS ARE CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE
AT M.D. OFFICE THE BEST COST LESS AND ARE SUPPLIED WITH LABELS
ACCESSORIES STOP PRESS PRICE AND QUALITY GUARANTEE
3.5" 40 Capacity Lockable Box ..£4.95 All our Discs are top quality products and are certified 100%
3.5" 80 Capacity Lockable Box £6.95 First Come First Served error free. Should you ever see a comparable product
5.25" 50 Capacity Lockable Box.. £595 || BRANDED MAXELL DSDD 135 TPI advertised in this magazine at a lower price
5.25" 100 Capacily Lockable Box..............cc.o.coceeeeee. £6.95 || 10-£1295 20-£2295 30- E29495 we will not match it we wil
3.5 or 5.25 Head Iemerfzgsm:fnrdaadmnlhergmds HURRY - HURRY - HURRY BEAT IT GUARANTEED
M.D. OFFICE SUPPLIES
VISA e ‘
—

18 CRESCENT WAY, FARNBOROUGH, KENT BR6 9LS
TELESALES HOTLINES: 0689 61400

All pricas include VAT and Delivery UK only

Supplied subject to availability. E & OE

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER —— SPECIAL OFFER ——

H3440 TVID3dS

H3440 TVIDAdS

—— WA440 TVIOAdS
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save you over

: - when you buy

~ from adverts

in this

magazine!

Full details on next page.
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1
50p voucher. Valid for orders above £10 :

This voucher may be used as 50p part payment on any order totalling over £10 "
from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You simply fillinthe g
details below and send it off with your order.

Your name

Address

Telephone (if possible)
Item (s) purchased

Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying

1
[ |
]
1
1
1
i
_____ G i
i
fi
1
1
1
order must be received by the advertiser before 9am February 13, 1989 :

[;

£1.00 voucher. Valid for orders above £20

This voucher may be used as £1.00 part payment on any order totalling over
£20 from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You simply fill in
the details below and send it off with your order.

Your name

Address

Telephone (if possible)
Item (s) purchased

Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying
order must be received by the advertiser before 9am February 13, 1989

"‘fi

£4.00 voucher. Valid for orders above £80
This voucher may be used as £4.00 part payment on any order totalling over
£80 from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You simply fill in
the details below and send it off with your order.

Your name

Address

Telephone (if possible)
ltem (s) purchased

Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying
order must be received by the advertiser before 9am February 13, 1989

£10 voucher. Valid for orders above £200

This voucher may be used as £10.00 part payment on any order totalling over

£200 from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You simply fill in
the details below and send it off with your order,

Your name

Address

Telephone (if possible)
Item (s) purchased

Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying

i

PRI ey T f 1l

VOUCHERS

How thel
scheme
works

® The Express voucher scheme is a
special launch promotion to encourage
you to buy New Computer Express regu-
larly.

@ It offers you savings of up to £15
when you buy goods through the maga-
zine.

® The vouchers are not limited to spe-
cific items - you can save on any pur-
chase from one of the participating
advertisers.

b
\

® Most mail order
advertisers in this mag-
azine are taking part in
the scheme - just look
for this sign.

[ WE Accept
VOUCHERS

® Remember. The use of just one
voucher will more than recoup the price
of the magazine. y

THE FIVE SIMPLE RULES

1. Express vouchers can be used to obtain discounts on purchases
of goods advertised in this issue of New Computer Express, provid-
ed that they are bought directly from an advertiser taking part in the
scheme. The vouchers are valid only for those advertisements which
say "We Accept Express Vouchers".

2. Each voucher entitles you to a discount at the voucher's face
value, provided that your overall order level is higher than the figure
indicated on the back of the voucher.

3. To use a voucher, simply enclose it with your discounted payment
when you order. You may use only one voucher in any one order.

4. The order including the voucher must be received by the advertis-
er before the closing date printed on the voucher,

order must be received by the advertiser before 9am February 13, 1989 5. You must fillin the details requested on the voucher. _
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IN STOCK

Leaderbaard Birde.

Lasar Sguad. I .25 | Game, Sefand Match2 A75 1199

SPECTAUM COMMODORE 64 CASS [DISK | ATARIST

4 Socoer Simulslons s 45 | 4 Socoer Simulstors 650 9.25 | 5 Sr Compdation 14.7%
After Burnar i 845 | 10 Groat Games Vel 3089 1199 | Action 5T Compiatian 1.9
Bartaian | . 6.45 | Aherbumar 595 000 | Aher Bumer 1359
Barcr's Tale 850 | Armaiyie g45 @75 | Baman 1250
Batrmian - Caped Grusader . 595 | Barbarian I 545 TS ?MJ:?I. i
Command Perormancs 999 | Batman - Caped Crusader 545 945 cf:';ﬁ:‘” "2 5
Cybarnoad |l......... 550 | Bombuzal 645 873 | n Oiragom 1189
Exploging Fist Plus. .. ....525 | Caveman UghLymgics...7.25 10.50 Dungeon Master 1475
Figls “N" Theottles B.75 | Command Perfcrmance ..8.98 10.75 | exminaior 13.89
Foattal Marager || 575 || Crazy Cars B50 850 | Eme 14.75
Frark Brung's Bag Box A.75 | Cyberod Il 645 599 | Fakon 1475
Gama Cver il 650 | Double Dragan B50 959 | Flying Snhatk 1475
Gama Sa1 and Match 2 B.75 | Emiyn Hughes Int Scocer 845 875 | Garfield 199
Giants 899 | Exploding Fisi Plus 645 @75 | Heross of Lance ADAD 1725
Gold Siver Bronze 899 | Fists W Throtes ATS 999 | Hostages 1475
Heroes of the Lance 799 | Footal Maragee 1 ... 645 999 | Intamasonal Karae (1K+) N
in Growd - Compiation 875 | Frank Brune's Big Bas.. 875 999 | Joan ol Ac

Minia il 8 Games: Summer Edition, .99 1109 | Lessure Sul Larmy Il , 2
L:;:SFI I::amld Par 3 8 a‘ﬁl Glarts 9080 1199 | Lomband RAC Rally 478
Mega Games Vol 1 995 | Last Ninga 2 875 699 | Manhanan Deders 1250
Mickary Mause ....... 525 | Leader Boaed Par4.10.92 1299 | Mickey Mouse 1388
(Operation Wall 550 | Mega Games Vol 1 5 MNebulus ... 1385
Pacmania - 595 Ciparation Woll ne
R-Type 6.4% Pacraria 188
Famba 11 585 Powandrome 17.25
Feturn of the Jed BAS Purpie Satum Day 14,75
Fioad Blasters: 599 R-Type

Rabocop g 6.25 Ramba 11|
Savage 555 &0
Spang Image .45 STOS - Games Craalor 1948
Supreme Challenge 875 ’ * | Spesduatl 4TS
Taita Cain-op Hits .95 | Suprems Chalenge BT 1 ‘;5 Spiing Image 0
Techna Cop 550 | Tafo Coin-tp Hs s 1% T } "

! sanage Cuean i)

3 Thunder Blade g 1058

Thunder Blade E50 Tiges Anad 535 1098 | Trunde Blade 1968
S R 625 | Times of Love 645 893 | Times ol Lore 15.25
Total Eclipse B d!_1 Totad Eclipse 645 875 | Triad Vol 17.48
Utimaie - The Works 895 | Tochno Cop 745 10.75 | Wanted 1150

Instant Catalog=m=

INSTANT, Boston House, Abbey Park Road, Leicester LE45AN
Mail Order Only. State Computer's make and model.
P&P: 50p on orders inder £5. Eiﬁw:ﬁ

- Whole Workd £1.50 per ttk for A

Mew titles sent on the day of release.
KN T 0533 510102

"OVER 500 DISKS L

ATARI ST

The best selaction available
anywhere in the UK.

OVER 500 DISKS
FOR THE
COMMODORE

AMIGA

The best catalogue youll
find anywhere in Britain. ~

OVER 300 DISKS
FOR THE PC
(IBM, Amstrad etc.
and compalibles)

A selection of some of the

best programs available.

send o stomp or phone for a}
FREE Cotalogue. Remember
to guote
this magazine
and your type of
machine (important)

Sill\vlll[ FD Sl_l\lll
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A tale in the sting

The trouble with many amateiur magazines is
that they're often more amateur than
magazine, seemingly produced by some
budding teenage entrepreneur with more

you send off your few quid
for a subscription, get one
copy, then a letter of
apology over the delayed
second issue, followed by
an extremely long silence.
You then write it off to
experience and mutter
something about & fool and
his money.

They're not all ke that
though, and this morning's
post brings the first issue
of an ST newsletter/club

Palace approves piracy shock?
1 well remember my first conversation with
Pete Stone of Palace Software. 1 was
interviewing him for The Guardian about the
Barbarian/Maria Whittaker mini-controversy a
year or s0 back. A storm in & D-cup [ suppose
you could call it. when one retal chain
banned the free poster that came with the
game

Pete managed to tell me with a straight face
that “Samantha Fox is very big in Germany."

Rarbarian [T is about to arrive any day now
in its ST incarnation. "It was actually finished
just before Christmas,” Pete told me, “but

| we've bean play-testing it since then to get
spots than business sense. The result is that |
|

rid of & few bugettes and it should be out by

ARBARIANTT oY

LEY ]
0031310

that | know can be
recommended, as its run
by SOMEONE with
impeccable credentials - Sandra Sharkey, who

ST users may know as the author of Shymer, |
the sample adventure that came free with
|

Incentive's adventure writer STAC

Sandra was also involved with the testing
of STAC, has been writing an adventurs
column for one of the glossy monthlies for a
while, and knows all about running a
magazine because she founded the adventure

fanzine Adventure Probe - and that's stil |

going strong a couple of years on

Sting is the name of her new clb
exclusively for ST types, and the first issue of
the newsletter offers you 32 AS pages for your
maney. As is to be expected from someone

| involved with Rare -

+ Barbarian Il on the 5T: Due out any day now

late Januaryfearly February™ And a free
Maria Whittaker in every pack? “Well, you'l
have to make do with a poster "

S0 what else is happening ST-wise at the
Palace?

"We've got Cosmic Pirate on our Outlaw

label, probably out in February. Thats
programmed by Zippo Games who are all
people who have been around for quite a
while under various names. They've been
you know, the ex-
Ultimate people - producing original arcade
games for the Nintendo machines, and

Cosmic Pirate is their first original computer |

game. It's a space shoot-

m-up cum piracy

Drop me a line

I'd be interested in hearing what you've got to say on
all matters relating to the ST, so put pen to paper or
finger to keyboard and write to Club ST, New
Computer Express, 4 Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ.

trading game.”

Another Elite then?

“No, not at all. It does sound like
it if you describe it simply like that,
but you'd have to see it to know that
it's very different. It's got proper

with such an adventurous background.
there's a strong (probably too  strong)
emphasis on adventure and RPG games. with
reviews of Alternate Reality and Lancelot,
maps of Bard’s Tale and Alternate Reality, a
solution to Hitchhiker’s and hints on Bard's

Tale and Sentinel There's a STOS Basic |

listing, & few hardware hints and a page
explaining the setting up of Stingware, which
will publish members' games or wtilities that
they maybe want to earn a few bob from
rather than chuck them inte the Public
Domain.

The first disk available costs £4.25, s0 it's

obviously something of a budget-budget |

house, There's also a special offer of ten
DS/DD disks for £10.95

STING: The Newsietter will need to add a
bit of variety to its contents if it's going to
succeed, but as the editor says, “The first
issue 15 always difficult to produce becauss

graphics.”

OF, the NCE team will be poised
for a comparson road test when it's raady
What else is new?

“We're working on the ST version of The
Shoot-Em-Up Construction Kit, which first
came out on the Commodore 64 about a year
ago. The 5T version should be ready by about

April It does all the things the 64 version did, |

but obwiously takes account of the extra
facilities you've got on the 5T, like loading in
your own sampled sound effects for one thing

| Its big advantage over something like STOS

you don't know your readership and there's |

no feedback to work from.”

STING will sting you for a £15 annual |

subscription, and for that you'll get eight
newsletters, a free PD disk and access to
STING's own PD library. It's £2 cheaper if you
don't want the PD disk, and you get £1 for
ever new member you recruit. Further details
from STING, 78 Merton Road, nghlleld
Wigan WN3 6AT

which [ think is the only vaguely similar
program on the 5T, is that you don't have to
be a programmer to produce your own games
t's all menu-controlled, with separate sactions
or sprite design, background desigm, linking
a particular sound effect to a specific graphic
and s0on.”

Yes, well, they all say that, don't they? But
it will be interesting to see such a utility on
the ST, as there are several on machines like
he Spectrurm and 64. [ don't recall any Earth-
shattering programs being published as a
result of them, unlike similar adventure-
writing utilities, but they're still fun to mess
about with, allowing you to produce your own
custom-made games. If you happen to want to
write a game called Rhubarb Invaders fro m
Venus, these programs give you your chance
| Just don't send it to me, that's all

Mike Gerrard

graphics for one thing, not wvector

T . |
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UPDATE

condition is especially relevant to cars and
COMPULErs.

Ask a nsing executive (especially one in the
computer ndustry] what car he'she aspires to
and its S0/50 the answer will be “A BMW".
Through years of newspaper and magazine ads
BMW has managed to establish a niche for itself
a5 a bwoury, top-person’s saboon car, with all the
power and black trim that goes with it. Yet m

Germany they are put pretty much in the same

The BMW syndrome

Advertising inspires many strong emotions
Anything from anger at the gall of the
ardvertiser in believing his affering could fool us
into buying, to laughter at the wit of the ad's
storyling, to puzzlement at its purpase. This last

Batch keys

One of the failings of the M5-DOS batch file system
is the lack of any key press detection, Without it,
it's not possible to ask ‘Press Y for Yes or N for No'
type questions within batch file. It's easy enough to
add this feature, though it does require brief use of
DEBUG to write a short machine-code program.
Just follow the extract exactly as it appears.

The parts you type are printed in bold - the
responses of the PC are in normal weight. Note that
[Return] means press the Return key, not type the
characters. The rows of n's represent address
locations which will vary from PC to PC. Note also
that the fifth fine down is ‘cmp &', followed by a
lower case L, not a figure one. All other 1-shaped
characters you type are ones.

A-dabug [Return]

-a 100 [Return)
nnnnz 0100 mov ah,8 [Return]
nnnn int 21 [Retucn]
{ cmp al,0 [Return]
.lJn jnz lda [Return)
:0108 int 21 [Return]
:010A mov ah,dc [Return]
nnnn:010C int 21 [Return]
nnnn:010E [Retorn)

-u 100 10d [Return

nonn

-n ::Jply.um [Return]
% [Return]

E bytes

~q |Return)

What this bit of work does s to create a file called
REPLY.COM which will return the key code of the
last key pressed in the batch variable errorlevel.
You can i it into & batch file like this.
This short file looks for [F1] or [F2] or any other key
in a continuous loop. Make sure REPLY.COM is in
the same directory as the batch file when you run
it.

echo off

cls

echa F1 - Clear the Screen

echo F2 - Display the directory

echo Any other key to quit

reply

if errorlevel 61 goto END

if errorlevel 60 goto F2

if errorievel 59 goto F1

goto END

Fl

cls

goto END

2

dir

END

Youl need to look up the codes of the keys you want
to detect in a DOS reference book. The code
extracts are from Supercharging M5-DOS by Van
Walvertan - a great book. Its ISBN is 0-914845-95-0.

leagque as high-end Fords.

Ask a
users their opinion of the Apple Macintosh and
the polite anes will say “Jolly nice, but miles too
expensive”. Yet in the US they are one of the
true “home” computers. Pricing is such that

cross-section of business computer

students and businessmen can afford
them in pretty much the same way
they did the eriginal Apple Iz Apple
UK has worked hard to give the Mac its
exclusive image over here.

Ask a PC power user what the
difference is between a Compac 386
and a Walters 385 and he's likely to say
"Quality” (especially if he owns the
Compac). Yet there is not that much
difference between them. The Compac
15 probably a touch faster (I'm guessing
- I haven't tested either), a bit more
chic and a whols heap more expensive.
And as far as quality goes, I'd be happy
to take a small wager that the return
and repair rates on the two machines
are not that different, though you'd find
it hard to winkle figures out of either
company.

The whole point of this diatribe 18
that wery similar products can sell in
completely different pnce bands and
maintain profits for their suppliers
largely om the strength of their
respective advertising styles - and
budgets. If you're thinking of buying a
micro, ask a few questions on return
rates and advertising policy. If you get
any answers at all you might be
surprised to learn which companies are
really offering vahee for money.

What a whopper!
It's always nice to dream, isn't it? If
you're a hand-held scanner user or are
thinking of investing in some DTP kit,
then spare & thought for the Mitsubeshi
SP-MH21GAF. This is the snappily-
named scanner from the world's langest
manufacturing Company. The
intergsting thing about it is that it's not
25" long, nor yet 4" long, but a
somewhat exceptional 8" long. This
means you can scan an A4 sheet from
side to side in one swipe. Gasps of
amazement echa round the room

Not anly that, says the hawker now
well into his patter, but it can be
clipped into an optional motorised
cradle (SP-MHOIFA for the figqure
conscious) which allows you to feed
sheets through the complete system in
the same way you would a FAX
Talking of FAXes, the combined kit
would make an ideal FAX input device
as well as being just the job for DTP
What & clever ideal

Before you all go out and buy one
(try Midwich Thame on DB4 421 T&76)
there are a few things on the down
side. First, the software, though smart
enough to use your hard disk as a
graphics buifer. is rather slow for doing
anything useful, like turning an image
through 90 degrees. Also, the scanner
costs a cool £599, with an extra £168
for the cradle. Adding VAT to that lot
gives a total of CB32. Still cheaper than
many flatbed scanners, though, and for
my money a kot more versatile.

Simon Williams

A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR WAREHOUSE

HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS (Offers end 3151 Jan) R.RP WAVE
Amsirad PCW B512 Computer/WordProcessor + Manitor & Printer_....... 51635 ... 438.00 ANC
Atari 520 STFM Super Pack inc. Joystick + 22 Software Titkes..... 399,99 339.99 A
Commodore 1541C Disc Drive inc FREE GEOS - 641128 ... 199098 14448 A
Commeodore Amiga 500 inc. Free modulator & Paint Software 499,99 339.89 A
Commodare Amiga 500 & A10845 Colour Monitor & Paint Software ... 91885 ... 578.4%9 ANC
Commodore Amiga 500 inc Exp to 1 Meg & Dragons Lair & S'W 594,93 481,24 A
Commodare 1010 3.5" External Driva + 501 RAM Erpans.-on

+ FREE Superbase Personal - Amiga AS00 359.93 254.98 A
Commodore MPS1230 Printer + 1010 3.5° External

Drive + FREE TextCralt - Amiga AS00 429,96 32298 A
Commodore MPS1230 Printer + 501 RAM

Expansion + FREE Superbase Personal - Amiga AS0O 43096 ... 32298 A
Commodore MPS1230 Printer + 3.5 External Drive

+ 501 RAM axpansion + FREE Superbase Personal - Amiga AS00 ..........588.95 ... 450.47 A
Commodore PC1 Single Drive Mono inc Able 1 Software....................... 368989 . 30791 ANC
Commodore PC1 Single Drive Colour inc Able 1 Software 494 50..........420.33 ANC
Psion Organiser || CM Portable Computer/Calculator ......oocoeevcececvernne. 8850 L. B35BT
Psson Organiser || XP Portable ComputenCalculator 139.50 1M7.18C
Star LC10 Parallel FAT NLQ Printer .. e, e 20785 ... 196.58 A
Star LC10 Colour Parallel F&T NLQ ?r.n:gr 34385 ........240.70 A
Trojan Lightpen & Graphics Software to Fit

PC15121640, CPC 464 Colour, Commodors 64/128

Spectrum 481128/« Spe{ﬂrumq? 3 A 18985 TABG E

CPCE128 Colour, Spactrum + 3.... 23,85,
PCW 8256/8512/9512 (9512 Heqa DntMmH Prlnterﬂ.. ot e e

LATO6 E
2085........22 46 E

Blank Discs & Software
Amstrad CPC Disc Software tithes.. RRP £12.89/£14.99 Our Price only .....coccoemerniann £5.99E
Strike Forcs Cobra, Movie, Ping Pong, Through the Trap Door, Spy vs Spy, Yogi Bear, Mr Weens,
The She Vampires, Deactivators, Druid, Flunlky.
AmsoitMaxell 3° Discs DS/All 3™ Drives.
Athana 3.5" DS/DD 135TPI Blank Discs
Athana 5.25" DSDD 40/80T Blank Discs..
Large range of Books & Software Business / G-mos / Utilities Etc.
All at good discounts. Far oo many items to list here. Send 3 19p stamips for lists.
Stating for which products.
Eng. Mainland post & ins - {A)£5.00 (B)£4.00 (C)£3.00 (D)£2.00 (E}E1.00 (F)S0p (ANC) 3 Day
£9.00 MNext Day £12.00. COD + £2. Max UK Post charge £6 per 20kg/£500.

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. All sales subject to our Trade Terms of Trading.

E (Trade Dept NCE 2601) |y
W"llnpy Audio Visual & Electrical Distributrion' KEYAILE

1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-In-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 1SR

Telephone: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00

ComPuTER REPAIRS FIRST A1o
Fixed Super Low Prices! TECHNOLOGY

Inclusive of parts, labour and VAT -
1 WEEK TURNROUND

* SPECIAL OFFERS *

SPECTRUMS £14 + Free Game VIC 20, C+4 g22
SPECTRUM 128 £18 1541 DISK DRIVE £36
Ce4a £22 + Free Game 1531 TAPE DECK £19
C128 £29 MPS 801 £38
C16 £18

Please enclose payment with itern - 3 month warranty on repair

lease enclose advert with repair

W.T.S. ELECTRONICS
(NCE 260189)
Studio Master House, Chaulend Lane, Luton, Bads. LU4 8EZ
Tel: 0582 491949

FEI%HEES:S; (4 lines) Al rights resarvad
NORTHERN PC SOFTWARE GROUP

Collieston, Aberdeen. AB4 9RT.

NSG Telephone and Help-Line:- 035887-336

NSG offer to ALL Amsirad and IBM Compatible Users a Persanal Sarvica
We are especially imedested in NEWCOMERS to COMPUTING. OUR NON-PROFIT MAKING
SERVICES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING.
PUBLIC DOMAIN: Fing programmeas available on 5.25° and 3.5 disks
1BM Compatible Matenal is offered for ALL USERS, on 5.25° Disks at
a maximum of £3.50 per Disk. /nc VAT & Post. We hold the largest PD
Library im the Norih of Britain, which is being increased monthly.
24 HOUR HELPLINE: Use this Sarvice at arny time of Day or Night 1of imstant assistance
any Member. Especially valuable 10 newcomers to these excellent PD
programmes. Help dvaiable on any aspect of Computing, ar all imes.
INFORMATION. BBS, COMMS, NETWORKING, DISK EXCHANGE,
NEWSOFTWARE, CONSULTANCY
Special Interast Groups encouraged. Share your expartse with other
enthusiasts. through our News Letter.

Send for information today without delay.
This is a service for all beginners, and the enthuniast
Modest registration fee £20.00.
Includes credit for £10.00 PD software.
Special terms for OAP/students/unempla

OTHER SERVICES:-
SPECIAL INTERESTS:
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LAPTOP BONANZA

- A haghly engineered French made LapTop offering
Goupil Club :

a 'n;.\.| of 4|Ju IL.;|I|.| @5, Twin 3.5 /'THH
5, det [ v 10

ean with 2- x BO
TeEKB AAM
arallel, RGB &
powear  supply
MS-D05 3.2 &

swilchable
echargeable battery, soft case
GW BASIC

PRICE £485.00

+WAT & POSTAGE Eq 00 TOT#I.. £562.7%

X ¢ BROTHER HR5 PRINTER

¥r 30 CPS ¥r 9-pin dot matrix
1r Very quiet and lightweight
r Epson compatible

Tr Battery or mains

¥r Thermal or ink print

¥r Standard Centronics

£5g.95 plus £3.05 postage

¥r Fast 68008 Processor 37 128K
RAM 3r Multi Tasking ¥ Twin
RS232 Ports ¥r Twin fast access
micradrives ¥r Monitor and TV out-
puts 17 4 free business programs

We also stock QL Software at
discount prices. Send today for our list!

£99.95

+ £4.05 postage

UK HOME COMPUTERS
e e VS EY

PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE
AND SHAREWARE

IBM PC & Cornpﬂ.tlhles

including Amstrads
£2.95 per 5.25" disk £4.50 per 3

Apple MACINTOSH range

£5.95 per disk

COMMODORE 64 & 128

al £2.95 per 5.25 disk
Commodore AMIGA

from £3 per disk

Atari ST

from £2.80 per disk

5" disk

CATALOGUES

Catalogues and lisis are available lor all the at s =0 SAE or phone iF you
waoild like send vou ane, or if you would like any details, Please st
clearly which maching|{s) v d

Please note that we b prohabily
sillware for the Amiga in the UK, Edeiail

are L3 each. These can be updated in the ulure FRE

ORDERING

Priees are

e, Pl

us 1 furither

sl Browing |||I|||||-|II.I
1 on TWO catalogue disks which
E of charg

nate that the above
are normally dispatched within two w
pavment by credit card

AMIGA A500
ATARI 520STFM

Prices are inclhusive of VAT, Pull range of soffusare arecl |""”|"I"
ORI JiCes.

KINGSWAY COMPUTERS |
140 Rushdale Road, Sheffield, S8 9QE *
Telephone: 0742 588429

Plesaise E of VAT and postage. Orders

||I.\|| g davs of receipl. We cannol accepl

rals cedilebde, Please
jahvaree for
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MIGA BL

The Best Just Gat Better

Message Port

If you have any views on any issues raised within
AmigaBLIT or any issue within the Amiga scene in
general, why not write in and air your opinions.
Similarfy, if you have any great tips or tricks for either
games of serious software that you think will be of
interest to other AmigaBLIT readers, why not send
them in also? The address to write to is ; AMIGA BLIT,
New Computer Express, 4 Queen Sireet, Bath BAl
1EJ

Getting the Better of
Interceptor

After a weeks rest, the game tips section of
AmigaBLIT is back again with a real gem of a
cheat. The program below is a great hack for
Electronic Arts' Amiga classic, Interceptor. The
cheat allows you to choose any of the missions
within the game without having to have gained the
necessary experience and the man to thank for
this great cheat?... a certain Dave Collins from
Salisbury.

The cheat requires you to first create a log disk
within the Interceptor game. To use it, first load
AmigaBASIC [or HiSoft BASIC) and enter the
program below and then run it. When requested,
insert your log disk and the program will do its
stuff.

Now load interceptor, insert your log disk when
requested and you're away. Now if you select
option six from the menu, you will be able to try
out any of the missions.

PRINT "INTERCEPTOR HACK V1.01°
PRINT

PRINT "PLEASE INSERT LOG DISK IN DF(Q:™
PRINT "AND PRESS <RETURN-"

WHILE ANYKEYS = "
ANYKEYS = INKEYS
WEND

OPEN "R",#1,"DFO:CONFIG",1
FIELD #1,1 AS AS
LSET AS=CHRS(1]
PUT #1,2
FORL=22T027
PUT #1,L
NEXTL
CLOSE #1

PRINT "OK. JOB DONE....." " Jason Holboen




present the solution to Batman part one
(pause for fanfares)

First of all insert the disk into the
batcomputer. Go to the room with broken
machines and use the tool Leave the
Batcave, run right, climb up tha ladder and
collect the rope. Next, go right until you find a
locked door. Pick the lock with the lockpick
you should have taken from the Batcave
{oops!). Go through the door, wander around

N
N

s
\N

N

31/4" 48 TP DD/DS 31/2" 135 TPI DD/DS

Vi

7
3
N

W

Z
z
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Call for independents and find a lift key. This gives access to the lift 2, r e carriage and VAT
! No fanzine editor has yet been brave enough | (of all places!). Explore some more, and R e ST MR O% 08 -
to send me an issue of their mag for review. collect a games disk and dant. Head for the SAME DA LIFE!
& o Y DESPATCH
Mo doubt they are afraid of the great | room entitled "Two Halfs” and use your rope.
influence SPEX has; one derisory comment | Tirow the dart at the picture of Batman and a Call our order desk
pass will reveal itself. Now exit and return to 0836 775060

# TidanA] "
| and they'd be finished quoting your Access number, or send cheque to:

So for the time being, my friends, " c
Pubhsh and be damﬂ&d WESTONING SOFTWARE

you'll have to put up with me DEPT NCE, 12 SANDERSON ROAD, WESTOHING:, BEDFORD, MK45 5JY
plugging independent magazines 1

already subscribe to and enjoy. One
2ine I'm never seen without s
EPROM, a 64-page AS publication
carefully sweated over by editor Tony
Worral. Originally set up to give Tony
something to do when he was
unemployed, the mag contains loads
of in-depth reviews as well as
comprehensive programming
adventure and playing tips sections,
which ensure no part of Spectrum
society is excluded

Well-written and good looking
EPROM also has a wariety of
interesting articles and informed
comments on the state of all things
Spectrum. You really get the feeling
certified Speccy fanatics put the mag
together, and that's meant in the
nicest possible way! Would-be
readers should send £1 for the latest
issue to Tony Worral, 328 The

Mention desktop publishing on the Spectrum and
you'll get chuckles, laughs and even hoots of
derision. It's just another case of some people not
realising our computer's versatility and surprising

power.
Don't worry, I'm not geing to make a case for the
Spectrum being able to outdo a Big Mac, but it can
produce some impressive results with a suite of 3
DTP programs from Cardex. They first saw the Nght
of day ower a year ago, but | think are worth
another mention, just for those new (or not so new)
Spectrumers who don’t know what they're missing.
Anyone lucky enough to get a shining new

SPECTRUM TAPE TAPE TAPE UTILI
Yes TUb will back up most of your TAPE based software, includ:~g most of the recent
jerky loaders and those programs with a counter — converts for reliable loading. Can
measure speed of faster loaders. manages 100% accurately many blocks ower 51k,
alc, etc. Unrivalied. On tape at £7.50.

SPECTRUM TAPE TO DRIVE - TRPS

A complete software package (includes TUD) to transter hundreds of programs to
your dinvet = manages some that hardware dewices can noi reach! Jerky and counter
loaders manai easily, bul program nat far the ravice. Only £12 [«L1 on m/dnive
cart). INFORMATION BOOK covering over 400 iransters, including many top 20 hits
£2.50 extra with TPS5.

MIDRIVE OWNERS - MICROMATE

Tre anly complete package or m/dnve owners, and it pays for itself! These are just
some of its features: Format (up to approx 104k), Clone, sector edilor, reconditions
caringges, repairs and gives condition of files, “boot’ program, multiple ERASE,
rename, true CAT. Copies tape o deive [unsecured), drive to driva, drive to tape_ it has
0 many fealures and is unigue. YOU MUST HAVE THIS PROGRAM IF HAVE
A M/DRIVE! £13.98 on m/drive cartridge.

CODE COMPRESSOR. ZA0 TODLKIT

Code compressor - compresses maching cade - many uses, bul «deal with hardware
devices that don't compress code. Only £4.50. Z80 Toolkit - An superb assembler
ifull screen editor), fast dsassembler, Single step 10 see how m'c works, loader,
hex/dec toggle, tutonal — deal lor ALL parbcularly begeinners - anly ET7.99. State
TYPE of SPECTRUM + drive system when ordering. E g PLUS 3 or 128k with Opus:
‘disc drve Midrive cartridges £1.75 each (min 4],

ALL PROGRAMS CARRY QUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEE (not updates - phane

; The real meat of the package, though, is Mgt ‘

o g™ PO | ket T s th desiop pobior, 10 | | | ST N SAcoPR G MY b 7k o 53010
allows you to position text, past in graphics and

Rarely Playable Games shake & o8 sbout i you're mendy to print

Now shoot-em-ups | lowe, arcade take word for it, some of the results possibl
adventures can do no wrong, and I've | ey =

struck up a friendship with many an
adventure, but role-playing games on
the Speccy have never managed to
furn me on

The heroes seem to have a distinct
lack of vowels in their names, you get
killed off with alarming regularity,

sA SPECIALIST

With FREE TV Modulator, Mouse, Mouse Mat, 40
Great Games - Amegas, Ar of Chess
Barbarian, Buggy Boy. |kari Warriars
Insanity Flight, Marcenary, Terrorpods,
Thunder Cats, Wizball and many maore!
Photon Paint®, Amiga Tutorial,
Workbench, BASIC/Extras Disks, and 2
Manuals.

AMIGA 500
amagpettls b g SUPER PLUS PACK
this one is worth every penny. For more details OMNLY £399 (inc VAT!)

send an SAE to 61 School Street, Barrow, Cumbria

and it's necessary to read through
half a dozen phone-directory-thick
manuals before you even get the

LA14 1EW. The package is also available from MGT
on disk at an all-in price of £37.80. You'll find them
on 0792 731100

AMIGA 500 + 10845 STEREQ COLOUR MONITOR & SUPER PLUS PACK
OHLY £625 (Inc VATY)

A 500 With FREE TV Modulator, Mouse, Mousa Mat, Phaton

B AMIG
marest sight of an ore. ECONOMY PACK Paint®, Amiga Tutorial, Workbench,

U8 Gold has tried to woo moaning. :
minnies like myself with its AD&D
licence Herogs of the Lance This i an
attempt to introduce some arcade action into
gloomy dungeons with joystick-controlled
combat and real-time animation.

1 probably would have been won over o

the joys of RPG if it hadn't required a multi- |
load marathon of wast length. I counted six |
separate loads before 1 even got to bash a |

basilisk Maybe the programmers should take

some tips from Incentive on how to compress |

their code
Anyway, the game plays quite well, despite

the aforementioned loads and petite graphics. |

It's guite involving as you control wour

fearless party of eight sr,r.pld.l'.'-named:

characters through the uspal crowd of
nasties. [ can see & lot of people liking this

ong, but I'm still not convinced. Now if we |
could only persuade Mirrorsoft of the |

commercial potential of Dungeon Master on
the Spectrum .

the lift Go right down a ladder and right
again Untl you find the mansion Before
entering, go 4 screen to the right and pick up
the key. Then hotfoot it back to the mansion
and gain entry with your pass. Who turned
out the lights? Heaven knows. Just use your

torch and stop asking questions. Go to a room
containing a TV and video and put the tape

: BASIC/Exiras Disks, and 2 Manuals
ONLY £369 (inc VAT!)

ALL HARDWARE HAS 1 YEAR WARRANTY FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE
FAULTY HARDWARE WILL BE REFLACED WITHIN 25 DAYS FROM PURCHASE DATE

Amiga For Beginners (Abacus) S

Kickstan Guide to the Amiga (Ariadng) -
Amiga Machine Language (Abacus) (D = Book Disk - £9.95p)........
Amiga Tricks and Tips (Abacus) (D) e
Amiga DOS - Inside & Out (Abacus) (D) ....... ix

Amiga BASIC - Inside & Out (ADRCEE]) {D) ..ot
Advanced Amiga BASIC (Compute!) (D)

Amiga Machine Language Programming Guide (Compute!) (D) £
Amiga ROM Kernel Fef, Manual: Exec (ASdison-Weslay) .............cccoccoerveru
Amiga Hardwara Ref. Manual (Addison-Weslay) ..............

Amiga Intuition Rel. Manual (AddiSon-WESIEBY) ... e
Amiga ROM Kernel Ref. Manual: Libs & Devices [Addison-Weslay)

...£12.95p
.£12.95p
£12.95p
..£14.95p
£14.95p
£16.95p
L £16.95p

OTHER BOOKS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST - TEL. 0706 43519 (Mon - Sal )
° Phaton Pasnt may be replaced with either Deluxe Paint 1 or Game ai any time

All Offers are subject to availability and may change at any time. E & OE.
All Prices are inclusive of 15% VAT, unless otherwise stated
Add £6 for 2 Day/€8 for Mext Day Courier on_ALL Hardware ltlems.
Disk Drives, Software and Book prices are inclusiie of PAP.

E ACCESSVISA ORDERSENGUIRIES TEL. 0706 43519 (Mon - Sat e

on. Find the flight of stairs located
: somewhere else too complicated to explain, 1 = Gosad ic Feve: 5 Do ik 3 Floar el &
Batsolution an k the door. Walk sedately through [Phone First Please) 160 Drake Street, Rochdale, Lancs. :

Having problems saving the world again this |

week? That dastardly Penguin getting the
better of you? Wearers of external undies and

blue tights read on, because I'm proud to |

the door entitled "3 Steps to Hell” and turn
right. After a while you'll come to a room full
of computers. Simply use disk to finish

Robin Alway

Wi Accrer Hours of Busingss - 9.30 am o 5.30 pm Mon - Fr
yﬁﬁr&ﬁ mmmmmmmﬂ'&m

SEND ALL MAIL ORDERS TO - 16-Bit Software, Dept J4, 24 Bankfield
Lane, Rochdale, Lancs., OL11 3R]
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AMIGA A500 COMPUTER
(NEW 1.3 KICKSTART!)

£369

Including 1Mb Disk Drive, TV Modulator, Mouse, Manuals, Tutorial

AMIGA A500 GAMES PACK
(NEW 1.3 KICKSTART!)
£389

Including 1Mb Disk Drive, TV Modulator, Mouse, Manuals, Tutorial
* & PL US -
Bugay Boy, Barbarian, Thundercats, TerrorPods, Mercenary, Ikari
arriors, Wizball, Art of Chess, Amegas and Insanity Fight.

AMIGA A500 1MB SPECIAL PACK
(NEW 1.3 KICKSTART!)

£4
Including 1Mb Disk Drive, TV Modulator, Mouse, Manuals, Tutarial
ol g e

The New DRAGON'S LAIR (R.R.P. £44.95) SIX disk MEGA GAME

ATARI 520 STFM EXPLORER PACK
£269

Including 1Mb Disk Drive, Mouse, Manual, NEW ST Basic and Ranarama

ATARI 520 STFM SUPER PACK
£359

Including 1Mb Disk Drive, Mouse, Manual, NEW ST Basic Joystick
mPEUS

Wizball, Buggy Boy, Test Drive, Marble Madness, Ikari Warriors,
Roadwars, Eddie Edwards Super Ski, Thundercats, Black Lamp,
Quadralien, Chopper X, Zynaps, Xenon, Revenge of Doh,
Genesis, Starquake, Ranarama, Seconds Out, Thrust, Summer
Olympiad, Beyond the Ice Palace + Organiser Business Pack

ATARI 1040 STFM BUSINESS PACK
£449

Including 1Mb Disk Drive, TV Modulator, Mouse, NEW ST Basic
< PLUS * *
VIP Professional, SuperBase Personal & Microsoft Write
(Also available at same price with SUPER PACK games!)

AMIGA A1084 STEREO Colour Monitor

ATARI SC 1224 Colour MOnitor...........ovoveeeeevn
ATARI SM 124 Mono Monitor..........pcco.oeeemeenreennns,
STAR LC10 MONG PHNTEI ...c.covemeioisressssesasesesssns
STAR LC10 Colotr PHMer ..c.....o..oovvoviiviiiii s
STAR LC24/10 24 Pin Printer

PLUS the BIGGEST Selection of 16 Bit Software
Ask for List!

YOUR FORI

MMHIHE-SPECI.FIG COLUMMNS

1

Tmoaomn|

A musical instrument
Since the Commodore 64 was introduced it
has become famous for its great Sid chip
which makes it the cheapest and ane of the
mast powerful musical instrements around.
One of the people who helped give the 64
this reputation was Rob Hubbard, who is now
in America. Ancther is

head-to-head confrontation with an awesome
mechanaid adversary,

Tomeat features progressive weaponry,
explosive  sound  effects, breathtaking
graphics and compulsive gameplay The
Commodore 64 version is currently being
written by the Digital Light and Magic team,
It will feature full colour scrolling, devious
enemy flight patterns, devestating sonics and
riveting soundtrack by The Maniacs of Noise

B4 FX

The Commodore 64 has come a long way
gince it was first released, programmers have
discovered many new things that this
& can do. Mostly, these revolve around |
ic chip A team called “SCG" has

Martin -~ Galway, who
made the 64 sound like
an Amiga

Things have moved on,

and gone freelance location

cool sfx for it. And these Io hi = o ki

s xhere ate many IOXS | G000 09 80,09 80.C3 C2 CD 38 ... CAMS

musicians who  have »8008 20 00 00 00 00 00 mmﬂ

mastered the Sid chip A

including the Maniacs of QMWQ ESMBEI M' os?uf“ it will jump from the example above to

Noise, who have done

some cool (UNes 1o Many | g p_soneg
commercial games and 1 RESTORE:FORL=0TO21-READA:POKEB.L ANEXTL
public domain demos. 10 DATA9,1289,128,195
Compunet also has its 20 Im'llﬂ!ﬂf;ﬂ.l!.l?ﬁ
share of musicians, and | 3 mu.él.2ﬂ.9.91
very good ones too.
People such as Steve g %ﬁ:ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ

poeman) Hammond, Matk | 109 poxEs3z80 3POkES3281,1

Tait, Deek, Mark Wilson 101 PRINT'TCLR HOMEJ[CURSOR DOWNCTRL BLUE

nd maay mote. Lots of | 11 pRT= " ++++ HEMI STARTUP PAGE V10 ***

Comaer poans 1O | 10 PRNTICURSOR DOWN) 38911 BASIC BYTES FREE LEFT FOR YOUF
END

Compunet have struck 130
gold and moved on to

This is a program to protect against reset. If your machine is
torbara) mﬂdﬂummmumﬁu.nwmahm
though Martin Galway | jrooy the start. The program must start from ine 100, &t works in
has left OceanTmagine the following way. f you put the numbers *$03,502,$CD" at
joining up with Sensible . - 1 the word Sﬂl MM X ihe low
| :Saftwﬁre and doing some byte and high byte of a start location at (32768) X wit

Jump to it. For example:

Listing

Ocean/Imagine, one such
person  being Jonathan Dunn  (alias
“Choroid”), who left Compunet some while
age. We're sure all the others will be up there
5000, and we wish them luck

managed o split the screen vertically and
have the scrolling travelling in"cne direction
in one half of the screen, and going the other
way in the other half

Here are other effects which
hawve been discovered:
* ower eight sprites
» over three sound channels
* 16 sprites on one line
* an effect to make you think you're
seeing more than 16 colours
* bottom and side borders wiped
out
"y | and honzontal screen
positioning
* screen wobble over 8 pixels

# serollers usin

* Is the C64 the most powerful music machine there is?

“Demon”, who has done lots of work for
Softek. It has been rumoured that he's joined
The Maniacs of Noise. A few years back Tany
Crowther and Benn Dalglish hit the industry
45 music talemts wunder the name
WEMUSLC. and seemad to have done well,
but it all died off 8 year or so later,

Maybe in a few years’ time there will be ten
umes as many people able to play our groovy
Sid

Cheats
Mach = Starvision
Our thanks to Kopmaster for this cheat. Load
YOUr cassette as al, then play the game
trying to achieve a high enough score to get
you on the hi-score table. Type STARVISION
IC in the hi-score table to give yourself
mvincibility.
Tanium » Players
Tanium is & verv hard horizontally-scrolling
shoot-em-up. These pokes from Derek Hagan
should make it easier
Load the game, reset the computer and type

| Meeeeooouwww.
POKE 52255,174:5YS 16384
BAc DEPTNCE®6 MUMBY CLOSE Coming in January 25th at £1.99 from Players | Tpe will give you an infinite number of ships
NEWARK, NOTTS NG24 1JE will be Tomcat. The game places you in the | Great Giana Sisters = Gol
" .".ﬂr:k.'l:lll of a m?u erful F14 Tomeat, and your Gary Gould sent us this tip, which will let you
PAY BY GHEQUE' _ job |§ [g wreak havoc across four c!gx-gslgtmg skip to the next level Load the game, and
levels using air-to-gir, gir-to-sea and air-to-

when you are bored playing the level you're
ground firepower. You have to destroy enemy | on hold down the A, N. I M and R keys

tanks, ground installations, gunbosts and [an + Mic
helicopters, and each level culminates in a |

POSTAL ORDER OR USE
YOUR CREDIT CARD

0636-79097
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Midi interfaces

Now I'm not the most musical of peaple, as
anyone who's ever had to listen to me singing
i the bath will tell you. Still, that handicap
never did Stock Aitken and Dennis Waterman
any harm, and despite my cloth ears I try to
take an interest in these matters. | pass on
the following snippets for your information.

DHCP (0440 61207), which produces its
own Midi interface, has raised the price by a
tenner to £68.95 - which doesn't include any
software [that's an extra £3495) (Dave
Hickford of DHCP, by the way, wrate the
laserharp software for Jean Michel Jarre, but
we mustnt hold that against him) The
software it brings out is different for the
various Midi interfaces for the CPCs, which
are incompatible.

Electro Music Research (0702 335747). on
the other hand, has brought its prices down
Its Midi Track package was £130 - including
interface and software. Now it's down to
£92.40 on disk. Its software is more general,
but includes & very good 8-track sequencer
(for those of you with & synths, you swines!),

Finally, while we're on the subject, you may
care to hear of a brand new multi-track step
time midi sequencer that's just been done -
the only one available for the CPC, according
to its author Chris Owen. Designed

specifically for Ram Electronic's Music
Machine Midi Interface, it works with the

| £200 Yamaha PSS680 multitimbral synth or

similar. It enables you to play up to six
different voices and four percussion sounds
simultaneously, each with adjustable volume
and full seven octave note range.

It's by Foundation Software (0252 543945)
and the disk costs £29.95 including p & p
(This price, like all the others quoted here,
includes VAT )

Get your free plugs here

For a kong time now I've been a regular and
appreciative user of Mini Office I So | was
interested to learn of Interceptor, & new
product from Camel Micros which loads into
the extra memory of a 128K and waits for you
1o bring up its main menu. Now I've seen it in
the plastic I can recommend it, and [ shall
certainly be loading it up each time I reach for

| MOL.

Options allow you to create ready made pro
forma modules for the spreadsheet, database
word processor or COMMmS programs. It's easy
enough to save individual documents and
load them from MO Il but with Intercaptor
the program code is saved with the data,
making the program much sasier to use.
There are the usual disk housekeeping tasks
(catalogues, renaming/erasing files, copying
disks - you know the kind of thing) together
with an option to save the current program
module and all of its data onto & blank disk

| This makes the output from the various

packages easy to incorporate within word
processed documents,

Interceptor looks very good indeed, though
at £15 you'd need to be a regular user of M 0
II (which only costs £20 on disk itself) o

appreciate what it can do for you. More

Chuck’s up!

aren’t nearly so severe...

Yeager's Advanced Flight Trainer has been

details from Camel Micros (0392
421105). There'l be a full review in
Amstrad  Action's March  issue.
available February 9th (That’s enough
free plugs - Express ed).

What's interesting about this

. w.l'm,' % Byhaca S;hﬂle nows that the Camel project is that it suggests a
“mmn Rl:lim L the streets - completely new avenue for new CPC
- simes Jlm"mn ke aY | coiware Yoo, dear resder, are one of
mm Nick his or her Nps. That's the thousands of CPC users who have
B 5 word processors, databases  and
The. sorm e M.ﬂ by m spreadsheets and who would be very
-“ﬂ'.“ lh‘lli "l hl few m around which interested indeed to hear of memory
Chuck ll!ﬂﬂl!“l 8 2 bad game. So if expansions, customisers and general
“ fike as good as some of EA's turhochargers of programs you already
1988 releases such as The Bard's Tale, Arctic Fox use daily.
and PHM Pegasus, then
it should be a strong Fr
contender game amed
ofﬂitmm“ The most hyped film
lsﬂ'm*nuduli‘ of the B0's, Whe
Chuck /s a IﬂghtI Framed Roger
simulation that puts you Rabbit (who nicked
at the controls of any his question mark, I
aircraft, ranging want to know), is
:o:: the Il'umb ’ making its way to the
Sopwith  Camel small screen soon -
saveral ,r.': your CPC, to bhe
precise.  You guide
mm - Ijh'n'l | the lagomorphic herg
still going strong, | through three sub-
believe - is a retired gJames in an attempt
USAF general and test W prove his
pilot who's been flying : innocence (if you've
e his wi i'll
o 357 Mo G s g 2,1,
ﬂ'ﬁu m ;mnsJ that innocent,
the consequences of Hﬁu your mind wander | Kathleen Turner did the husky vaice,

by the way, though she doesn't get a
credit). Activison is the one doing the

Oh yes, you're wondering what buying the
farm's got to do with anything. It seems that in the
test pilot business - you've seen The Right Stuff? -
they don't talk about crashing. Makes 'em come

dirty deed and you'll be able to judge
for yourself, eventually, Don't hold your
breath, though. Furthermore, recent
reviews here in Express suggest that
the gameplay is unlikely to be in the
same league as the graphics.

Stewve Carey

WE’RE REALLY
TALKING !

’I‘IIITI Your computer into a communications terminal that will

download free software, access up-to-the minute computing

for only £9.95. Just join Micronet* before March 31st 1989 and

ST and Amiga,

CUM MUNICATIONS Use your computer o

communicate with thousands of other users. With

electronic mail, chatlines and teleconferencing,

IN FORMATION Stay informed with
Micronet’s daily computer news, reviews and
features, and then access the huge Prestel

database.

ENTERTAINMENT Play a range of games,

including the popular multi-user game, Shades,

where the action is live and so are your opponents!

Low Cosr
Now, not only is your first quarter’s membership to Micronet less

than half price, but using Micronet starts at Just 30p an hour,

—f_'_'—f__j including telephone charges! And if you
FREE—

You can look up @ Igen! elephins \ Join Micronet, and get talking!

mber oneF an-line:
11

- . O . e S e O e .
Return to: Micronet, Telemap Group Lid,
I Durrant House, 8 Herbal Hill, London ECIR 5E].

I Name:

popular machines, including PC compatibles,

Micronet lets you do the talking. %

information, play exciting multi-user games and talk to other people

you'll discover a whole new world for less than half the normal price.

FREE SOFTWARE Browse through an

extensive software library of free programs for all

the

—_— or el ave Ive v
DEMONSTRATION | iee d a modem, we'll even give vou one free
4 you have m.mm.mﬂj"; when you take out a year’s subseription.
= 1) and vies s
[E00I1g PUERCET Tk
communiciEons '”’""rr:ﬂmm o« | Just phone our Sales Desk on (11-837 7872
e demmores :
o "::'Ijﬂnweu!#f” A o clip the coupon today for more
Micranel: o =
i FEREN L . A 3
and ise the D #4+ | information and a free brochure,
d -
passr

l Address:

--J

Age: __

: I-T-‘L No.: _

Lfl'].'u:hinu Type:

* Price includes 15t quarter reside subscripiiun by direct debit omly |normally £200 and does noa
include hardware or seftware. Min subecription period | year. Offer avablable only in the UK 1o new
members. Free modem offer available o first time UK subseribers while stocks last

HCESH260189 l

FIICRONET
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MACHINE-SPECIFIC COL

i s:;;m | | This is wonth a thought; even the most emulator” - we agree), refuses to even load
" ¥ | | rabid of games enthusiasts don't put as & | | with Trumpcard, doesn't seem to work at all
much time in on their machine as failed oe' with standard Basics and even MDA graphics
E hack writers forever adding just another o{ do not seem to function (CLS causes crash:
" | chapter to Sword of KrayTwo, Demon (¥ subscreen scrolling, windowing and inverse

e

=

Why oh why

In some ways the PCW is an invisible
computer even after salps of around 1
million units, most of which are still
working despite the disparaging comments
of industry pundits when they first

Warrior Lord of Cyberia: a fantasy cycle in
forty six volumes.
Why is this potential market, so tied to its

| machine that it can no longer function in an
| enviroment without a blinking green cursor,

s0 completely ignored by the rest of the
computer world? Answers in under 100,000
words on 11 inch continuous paper, double
spaced with 1 inch marging all round
please.

Requiem

Quanta
Originally called the [ndependent QL User
Group (IQLUG) to distinguish it from the
long-defunct official Sinclair QLUB, the
group's new name stands for Q L

video are all unsupported; characters cannat
be read back off the screen)

CGA support? Zilch. The (non-configurable)
keyboard driver doesn't cater for many
commen key combinations! Text output
appears 1o be only in teletype mode - traps to
move cursor position are ignored of
disobeyed. Date returns what appear to be
random numbers. There's no way to move

Users and Tinkerers Association
The secretary, Phil Borman, can be
comtacted at 18  Grosvenor

Not SUBstandard

Talking business

once you've invested your pennies in a PCW you are cut off
from the outside world. These haughty folk will point at the
PC and boast about the number of slots they have. A swift
blow to the jaw will reduce the number of slots they have by

SUB stands for Super User Bureau - a sort of QL

You've heard faded, jaded club. § hs iy g gty

stars say how they kept
going for the sake of the
fans; well the same thing |
applies to computers. The
QL for example, keeps

Crascent, Grimsby DN3Z 0QJ (tel
0472 49850, An annual
subscription of £14 gets you a
monthly newsletter (usually 32 AS
pages) filled with correspondence
from  members loads  of

i almos itirel * :
one. Now you can tell them about the speech synthesiser E}?[Uo?lj!gh m‘r;mdtw;:mreu!: | workshops/seminars/'meetings  all | produced. This said, what did appear was fairly well-
board you've just bought. its fins " | over the country, and on-line help. written and interesting. Certainly, no complaints
Pg:w ”mm'“‘:‘mmm"‘““m Well the PCW has fans | OUANTA is mun by & new |from members have filered in our direction. The
w' for production control Ww' To show you can too, naturellement, and FIRNEE, 1GJ.fwmg : 3 111'.1r|u.' ??W ' einsascaly res by Mokerd and Al
have fun on the bus it's put a speech chip and an audip | WNen two fans  get i;ﬂifdwﬁig;r; “f,;'ﬁ,]ﬂ.;d‘mj o
1 th o ;

amplifier on a board and made it so easy to program even Wﬂu‘;r e o] Wl R g o ; : :
 technical editor can do it ey SATL & | mities had to publish an apology. The | 424 between QDOS and MSDOS, sither |

Better still, get the talking board to tell them. Details furine. | Fouines: | e ne-u‘r ;I;!'NS]EI‘.EI }-afheenl regular aur!l;;mn:F- | directian. Multitasking doesn't work - I think
from the men themselves at SM Engineering on (0323) | Dadly prgd:mdeﬂf_)lléche;p | interesting, wu‘h lits  emphasis E-Il'.l | CTRLIC is :emppedmcnﬂsggsﬁjul
766262 paper an i ¥ | obscure/non-0L issues, Also, the unsclicited- Benchmarking is problematic, as virtually

someone who can't bear

nothing works. I've managed to get one
to alter a word of copy (he

letters-only format is to be replaced by

T ; : 1 assembler working, but Wordstar, Lotus,
anpe;re:].l ."E[]““ all ]h“: JE[ only 5":'3? thinks it might cause offence, real editors | FeTUAT Teviews dBase, Wordperfect, Symphany, Framework
porngs a1 Inv It won't last three months,” | gony gare) : Supercalc, Turbo-anything etc. all *decline”
Well mine has lasted three years, printed | ey one of our better fanzines just died. | Hardly worth emulating! : e

However, you can use it to format a floppy.
Time - 7 minutes plus. Lastly, there is no way
to exit the product - RIOB causes a hang!
Apart from that, no problams..!

Eric Simmonds |

out mare than halfl a million words and is
fitter than [ am. Yet despite this success the
PCW seems curiously adrift of the
mainsiream computer consciousness

PCW File, RIP. Fourteen back issues are
| available from C. Bryant, 11 Havenview Rd,
Seaton, Devon, EX12 2PF for £13.95
Steve Patient |

Mare time has been spent with the ANT PC
Emulator. Where do [ begin? The ANT
product periodically hangs {well, the manual |
warns that “it is not difficult to crash the

HOMESOFT (UK) i
$ Software and Hardware JAM

Cares for its customers
3 DEALER
AN e SOFTWARE SPECIALS

Su Pack m ASm PACMAMIA ST 11.50 AM 11.50
£359.00 OPERATION WOLF ST11.50  AM 14.50
Including VAT and NEXT DAY DELIVERY £379. £
Incluging VAT and NEXT DAY DELIVERY
Aran"_sz'aSTFM sq?lm e ey Ing 4 FALCON (F16) ST 14.50 AM 17.50
Buili-in TV modulator allowing you to use the Amiga Pack inciudes:
S20STFM with your domestic TV et ] *| FREE TV modblator worih £24 86 bl voil Fibd VISA THUNDERBLADE ~ ST12.80 AM14.90
Built-in 1 magabyte disc drive for fast loading the AMIGA with your domestic TV set
and saving of programs FREE Gama gu!mare worth £125 ELITE 5T 14.50 AM 14.50

£450 worth of free games software including
MARBLE MADNESS, TEST DRIVE,
ARKANOID 2, BUGGY BOY, WIZBALL and 16
more. ORGANISER Business Software worth
E50. FREE JOYSTICK

FREE PHOTON PAINT graphics package worth
£60.95 HERO OF THE LANCE ATARI ST ONLY 15.90

PUFFY'S SAGA ATARI ST ONLY 12.90
ROCKET RANGER AMIGA ONLY 17.50

AMIGA 500 + MODULATOR £360.00

EXPRESS
VOUCHERS

ATARI 520STFM EXPLORER
PACK INCLUDES 1MB DRIVE R | = TV SPORTS FOOTBALL AMIGA ONLY 17.50
AND NO SOFTWARE DEALER 1
ONLY £270.00 OFFER FOR ATARI ST SPEEDBALL ST1450  AM 14.50
ONLY £95.00
ATARI 1040STFM SUPER PACK COMMODORE PERIPHER Phone for New Releases
INCLUDES £450.00 WORTH OF AMIGA AS00 - ;
SOFI'L#JJ.EHE PLUS A J%YST]{?K COMPUTER GUMA%%I‘IVNI;EVEI?I{'LEHNAL ot P srllm ﬂ&iﬁ.tt and Prices
WITH AROO Chestah Mach + Joyahck
IXPAN ENABLE/DISABLE SWITCH | |gneetanias: — Jorstek Payment by Chg, POs,
ONLY £445.00 Eﬁ%"‘f‘?ﬁ?ﬂ FOR AMIGA {E]E'nﬁ'slf;u;?é“ :'nﬁﬁil.c't‘ Cash, Credit Card accepted
uickshot us JOyslic
PLUS THE Cuickshot I Twba  Joysiick
e L B ] o
' OF £ 357 D0 Dl g 1Y nit 13, Centurion Way
MONITOR AND SOFTWARE LAIR COMMODORE HI-RES STEREQ gl.:?[ig;;?% E-:‘é?f::fﬁ; a7 IrIdUbglI::SE:r:i_a}_inf:fldndl
ONLY £585.00 | | FOR ONLY MONITOR MODEL 10845 [ — PRS 26U
£510.00 (Wi Btacks Last TEL: 0772 452414
PHILIPS HI-RES STEREQ SHBLX. 00 1T T36 7% Posso Stvage Box P SN P
MONITOR MODEL CM8833 LIMITED New Titles will be despalched | [ Twe iopstck Expansion Leas Postage per item. Courier
ONLY £233.00 STOCK on confirmed date of release. T Joyssck Extain a1 Service Available

i
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Serious business

Disoounted Cashflow, Net Present Value and

Annuities are all subjects guaranteed to
| businessman or woman

ff drink (Mine's a treble -

/? Because they don't understand

all three

| getting for the manual along, ¥

| ewer received when [ studie

| Dead Clever Fings

| First off the line is Handling Ti

| software, tel 01-846 8641 Ttus'
| grips with the aforementioned DCF and

g o
vill get

associated topics. The program is worth

better EXpOSILION On Bow 1

The software is, however
on-sCreen n of the material i
booklet, bu s designed to be ..s.eu! a5

part of a co i5 15 OK

Going it alone

Secondly, from Science Education Software,
tel 0341 423305, comes Busimess Plapning,

standard

ng businesses
assess the risk of
undertaking any

WL !qu;l['.[ll;
| expenditure
Now you may thin
this all sounds a bit
high 1 for a
column  devoted to
the BBC, but in fact
the good old Beeb
has for a long time
been the mainstay of
many a one-person
ontfit.

similar effect.

Quiet please!
As an antidote to all this commercial
stuff, here is a tip for all you brave people
whe dont mind taking the lid off their | 15 do it
computer. On some Beebs the speaker Tt could also he
volume is set so high that it can cause
interfarence on a TV screem, not to
mention annayance to the user. form
To alter this, look for a small, blue
block just below R24 jon a model B). The | track  disks.  the
back of this block has a wvolume control,
which can be adjusted using a small
screwdriver. Master owners can use the
‘CONFINGURE QUNET command for a

which is directed at
those aiming to start
up a new business,
but who have little or
no knowledge ¥

used in & classroom
situation for  sixth
students
Coming on three 30

software s
comprehensive

taking you from basic
concepts all
to your own business
plan, and in

I would even go so
) say that in its Master 512

look at some new products that give a
helping hand to hard-pressed business
people

on. the machine has more business |
itten for it than ANY ather micro, |
S0 this week | am going %o pay a bit of |
attention to the business user, by taking a |
| in style, something that is inevitable given

such things as profit and logs forecasts and
drawing up balance sheats.

The two manuals provided are not so
impressive, being printed in a rather greyist
typewriter font. They are also rather ¢

the size and complexity of the subject
Andrew Brown

Big plans

I have recently been in touch with two of the
larger scftware houses, US Gold and
QOeeanTmagine, with a view to

| When I received The Games, Winter Edition

| released here, | wonder? One can always
hope

Funny old game

from US Gold (Epyx) for review, | hoped that
it would be better than the previous sporting
title, California CGames Well &t i an
improvement, but stil could have been
better. The graphics are similar to the style
used in Califormia Games, e.g. monochrome
stick hgures. Luckily, the games are far more
interesting.

finding out what their
intentions  are regarding
releases of MSX software in

US Gold, it seems, will still
continue to suppart the MSX in
the coming year, with Qut Run
due out any time now. [ have
been promised a2 review COpY.
50 keep reeding Express for my
views on the MSX wersion. US
E 5 also promised to send
Popsi Mad Mix
nge for review. This game

hard, may

use Games

concerned

Mechanical cheat

K you are an avid Konami cartridge fan (as | am), but
1989 get increasingly frustrated at not being able to play the
fater levels because the early stages are too darned

from that company.

This device is a reviewer's dream, as it allows you to
pla;ﬂaiumnmldnwmhhiumnrm.
Games Master also allows you to slow down or stop the
action, and increase your number of lives, You can also

tape or disk, and you can then load in this data and start
from where you left off.
One of the mstuuﬁdupﬂnnslwafxrsfm

printer. The results are quite impressive. Games Master
is a great device, but a little expensive at £18.95.

| recommend the Games Master cartridge

Master to save your last playing position fo

is the ability to dump screens to my MSX

has no titles for reloase
in th UE at present. Any nev
Qoean titles you see on sale in the UK have
probably come from Spain. Ocean is
continuing to support the Spanish
CONVErting many current titles to t
format.

There is good news from Ocean for the UK
user, though, It intends to release more titles
for the UK MSX market later ear. [s this
to coincide with some new machines being

EXPRESS
EXPRESS

SALES

Authonsed ATARI, ACORN, COMMODORE dealer
e, Citizen Superﬁmcf

ATARI Games Ci

ER 10 (+£1 pAp)
ARANTEED

ALL BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT
& UTILITY SOFTWARE SUPPLIED -
ALL APPLICATIONS CATERED FOR

HIRE AMD PLAY LATEST ST HITS FOR
NE WEEK!

E'.JF{D ST KIN‘SFLI IOUSE,
JOHNSTOWN, SEA ROAD, ARKLOW
CO. WICKLOW, EIRE

to be fun to play,
e limitations. Sound

y basic, and the multi-load
feature is a real pain, so maybe I'm awarding
sl out of ten for this game. [ think Epyxs
programmers should look at the way Konami
produces sports simulations for the MSX,
since the formers efforts dont bear
COMparison

in spite o
effects are p

Keith Neal

ATARI ST PUBLIC DOMAIN

Languages, Animations, Arl and even
Dreckiop Publishing programs are available
tram £1.75. Demos allow one to TRY THEN

BUY. You'll be amazed a1 the quality of
software in our PREMIER PD, Just send a

PD Wordprocessors, Games, Ublines, Music,

ACE cowruter SUPPLIES

Ml Close, Market Weshian, York. Y04 30U
Tal. E ifies Detwaen w1 DMLY
Tal: (0430) 872335 Ask Far Chris ar Andhory

19p stamp lor a FREE catalogue EQMP TER SQFHH‘EE ATARI ST
AMIGA
ALPHA COMPUTING
32 Meadow Drive, Halitax, W, Yorks HX 3 5JZ LANK BRANDED! 10 = £14.95

Edhed tand an SAE. staling compuier, dor tha lalest poss or
‘elephone betwesn Som-Spm for the latest proes
Cheques & PO should be made

ACE 15 THE PLACE FOR QUALITY CUT PRICE SOFTWARE

— Byvie 4
FED UP WiTH GAMEST 1 |-t wini

Loarn BASIC Pregranunin
e wilon Pnr £3

r
1

I Gal ml- 18 y—rlnm- o oh
1%

I

L

wel by nubl Inr Cmm" and S

or weo parcel of 3 noh'-. o
H Tayler, I& Seahill Road,
Co. Down, BT18 0DA

——----——---J

MICROWARE CDIIPI.I‘I'ER SERVICES

64 LANC

our vas! range of progucts far the Amigs
AN Amiga and Atari ST Saftwane availatle af 25% Discoun! Mot st games.

PO BOX 2, SKEGMESS, LINCS PE2S 20L TEL: [0754) 610217 (E.0.E.)

Mhe Virus Terminator V1
the 5C

I
ASCI boo

compatibility,

l\'nlu Vil

i
The Virus Tem

§ costs £5.95 inc P+P

R G Pickles

28 5t Annes Road
Eastbourna

East Sussex

TEL 0323 22181 or 21414

Chagues payable to -

EncuiriesVirus Hoting

AMIGA Virus Terminator V1.3

NUABDINK

Gl

FABRIC RIBBON CASSETTE RE-INK SERVICE.
Fabwic rinbon re-ink equipmant.

PCW caroon-film ribbon refurbishment
Send SAE for oetails of prices and service
stating printér make & model o
ALADDINK, {Dept CE), Eyemauth, Berwickshire,
TD4 5AP

or telephone B30T 50965 to Bpm

SPACE ATTRACTS

ATTENTION!
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W At only 48p New Computer Express is an
incredible bargain, but take out a year's subscrip-
tion and we'll send you an additional four
issues of the magazine absolutely free!

zine! (Or you can take out a six-month subscrip-
tion (26 issues) for just £12.50.
W There's no better way of keeping 100% up to

date on the fast-changing computer scene!

(Please allow three weeks for your subscription order to be pro-
cessed.)

CREDIT CARD ORDERS 0458 74011

You can order your subscription by phone. Just dial 0458 74011 and ask for
New Computer Express Subscriptions.

1

YES, rd like to keep in touch with the latest computer news, releases |

and advertising bargains by subscribing to New Computer Express. |

would like to subscribe for: |
|
|

56 issues costing just£24.95 26 issues costing just £12.50
(tick one box only)

Age: | | <18 18-25 26-35 36-45 >45
T e R e S e R ST L R
Paymentby: [ | Access [ | Visa ' | Cheque | | PO

Expiry date: February 27th 1989

Please make cheques or POs payable 1o Future Publishing Ltd and enclose them with this
form in an envelope addressed to Express Subscriptions, Future Publishing Lid, Somerton,

_——_—_—-——_—

e o ]

W So for just £24.95, you'll receive 56 copies of |
 Britain's most exciting weekly computer maga- |

bk, Brgl reviews - evwry wenk

DECLARES

{2
i

'SEGA'S
{6-BIT

|
:E,NSATIQI_'

I| e .
QEL == 5

et

Collect the set!

Missed out on some earlier issues of New Com puter Express? Here's
how you can complete your collection.

We have limited numbers of back issues available for 75p each
(48p plus 27p post and packing).

Just send details of the issues you require, your name and address
plus a cheque made out to Future Publishing Ltd or your credit card
card details to:

Express Back Issues, Future Publishing Ltd, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7PY

Here are the highlights of the previous issues - but remember they also
contain all your regular favourites: news, games reviews, machine columns,
beginners' guide, controversies, tech tips, letters, PSsst vouchers etc ete,
Issue 1: Future of computing, PC graphics, revival of Basic Xmas games
Issue 2: Which computer?, the perfect wordprocessor, Konix console

Issue 3: Portable computing, Alan Sugar profile part I, yuppie software
Issue 4: Sega's16-bit console, best value PC, games that change your life
Issue 5: PC 200 fiasco, DTP quide, computer art, Unix explained

Issue 6: MGT Coupe, careers in computing, Realtime profile, cracking

Issue 7/8: Best games of '88, review of the year, look forward to ‘89

Issue 9: Censorship controversy, classic computer problems solved

Issue 10 : PC software guide, Christmas games tips, Release Schedule wk 1
Issue 11 : CDI technology, choosing a printer, Alan Sugar profile final part
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PSsst!

More last words from

Private I, whoever he (or

she) may be

Response to our festive quiz was
enormous and at last we've managed to
sort out the lucky winners. The first 100
names drawn out of the Express hat,
together with the prizes they won, are:

Melbourne House

Ingrid Caow, Bristol

Kit Lane, Stanton-Under-Bardon, Leicester
Jeremy Cogman, Fleet, Hampshire

Kashi Quraishi, Hayes, Middx

John Charfton, Nexham, Northumberland
Phil Tusner, Camberwell, London

J P Neale, Sutton, Surrey

B Page, Blackpool

Paul Cunningham, Stockport, Cheshire
10 T Bratley, Gnmsby, S Humberside

11 Stephen Morman, Holcombe, Bath

12 James Brooker, Stevenage, Herts

11 Football
Jack Schofield, Guardian

10 R-Type -
Activision/Electric
Dreams

Rem Plenzik, Broadstairs, Kent

| 1 Doble, Bristol

J M Sims, Rustington, West Sussex
M Holliday, Blackburn, Lancs

Shaun Donaghy, Rughy, Warwickshire
K Dawies, Farnborough, Hants
Matthew Crowk, Kensington, London
Matthew Demonti, Wellingborough,
Northants

9 W Gilfillan, Bearsden, Glasgow

10 A Bogue, Stourport, Worcs

11 Nick Taylor, Leechmere, Sunderland,
12 R A I King, Saltash, Cornwall

9 Purple Saturn Day -
Infogrames

1 Dawid Sambrook, Manchester

2 S Carter, Gillingham, Kent

3 FRobert Sutton, Congleton, Cheshire
4 Trevor Lyall, Berwick On Tweed,
Northumbria

5  Mark Everett, West Bridgford, Notts -
6 Dawd Fan, Co. Dublin, Ireland

7 W Dawes, Chwyd, North Wales

B8 Chnistopher Smith, Fintray, Nr Aberdeen
9 Kewin Taylor, Manningtree, Essex

10 Kolin Robertson, Nr Spalding, Lincs
11 G J Jones, Bridgend, Mid Glam

12 Kevin Ault, Ripley, Derbys

13 Mark R Jones, Sheffield

14 Dawd Leadbetter, Crosby, Liverpool
15 William Sloane, Co. Antrim, N Ireland
16 Mike Hutchinson, Enfield, Middx

17 M Baker, Enfield, Middx

18 Meil Barber, Leeds

19 Stephen Clarke, Worcester

20 Eddie Moore, Warrington, Cheshire
21 Phiip Smith, Bracknell, Berks

22 N Tiernex, London

23 Darren Ruggles, Burnham-on-Crouch,
Essex

24 James Wicks, Hatfield, Herts

D00 = O U B L R
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12 War in Middle Earth -

Christmas Competition Prize Winners

8 The In-crowd - Ocean
Intyaz Jumani, Birmingham

Dawd Peters, Ealing, London

Martyn Hoskins, Bristol

Michael Wong, Cheshire

Jonathan Davies, Bristol

Diavid Roberts, Stoke-onTrent, Staffs
Barry Southex, Enfield, Meddx
Gabriel Garrett, Gabway, Ireland

J Cribbin, London

10 G Daws, London

11 Dawvid Wright, Sauchie, Clacks

12 Yin Man, Morfolk

7 Konix Joysticks
1 Sajid Shafia, Bolton, Lancs

2 DG Phillips, Fulham, London

3 P Briggs, Crawford, Middx

4 5P HKaliszczak, St Annes, Lancs
5 Frank C Perkins, Leeds
6
7
8

[T --- I - TR S U

Hallam Bannister, Orpington, Kent
Ricardo Pieroni, Harrow, Middlesex
Scott Wilding, Kettering, Northants

9 R Fontenoy, Llandovery, Dyfed

10 Jon Grandin, Sudbury, Suffalk

11 G E Thampson, Hillingdon, Middx

12 R ) Gribbin, Saltburn, Cleveland

13 Mike Pay, Milton Keynes

14 Mark Painter, Bridgwater, Somerset

6 Giants - US Gold

§ J Lee, Huntingdon, Cambs

Amer Butt, Manchester

AT Reid, Preston, Lancs

M [ Bednall, Macclesfield, Cheshire

M Abbott, Carlton, Nottingham

A Williams, Calne, Wilts

Richard Thomas, Whitecity, Gloucester
A E Wright, Fakenham, Norfolk

S Wright, Halesowen, West Midiands
10 Stephen Hulley, Hemel Hempstead, Herts
11 Rick Billson, Staines, Middx
12 Jason Li, Edinburgh

5 Atari XES Games
Console
Vijax Mahrra, Wolverhampton, West Mids

4 Sega Console
C R Fawrweather, Chesham, Bucks

3 Star Wars Videos

1 S France, Guernsey, Channel Islands
2 Jayesh Pater, Evington, Leicester
3 AF Aam, Manchester

2 Commodore 64
Paul Mitton, Comberton, Cambs

1 Atari ST
AT Colwell, Chadwell-St-Mary, Grays Essex

WD 00 s O N B L e

Congratulations to the
winners, bad luck to the
losers, and to all those who
didn't take part, well you're
looking pretty silly now.

Lesser known viruses

In the wake of the ‘1813 wirus which
theeatened to bring the City to a standstil
last Friday the 13th, PSsst has got detads
through underground hacker sources of the
next family of ewl wruses that will end
civlisation as we know it. You have been
warned.

The ‘Friday the Thirteenth' virus
Film scripts on word processors mfected
with this wwus produce exact numbered
copies of themseles ad nauseam. Classic
cases include Rocky, Jaws, Death Wish,
Police Academy and so on. There is no
known cure.

The ‘1530 virus

This Wttle number inhabits bank cash
machines and gets spread  through
cashcards. It gets its name from the fact
that, at 15:30 every day when the banks are
shutting, it crashes any cash dispenser it
resides in rendering it unable to give cash.
The ‘PCW' virus

Cause of infection is unknown but this is now
believed by editors to reside in every PCW. it
gets into text documents such as letters and
novel manuscripts, corrupting the buffer in
the printer chip. Perfectly good text on
screen is printed out as utter rubbish.

The ‘Quantel’ virus

This one came from the States and affects
graphics computers used in TV. Mo change
of camera can occur without the previous
shot going into a box, beng wrapped around
a globe, spinning around and receding into
the distance.

The ‘Greenpeace’ virus

A curious example rife in PCs in the City,
When the user attempts to print anything it
displays the message ‘Save the ramforests?
and crashes, The solution involves calling in
French secret agents who blow up the PC.
The ‘Amstrad’ virus

An inhabitant of the employees' PCs in
Brentwood. If no key is pressed for more
than fwve seconds, the message YOURE
FIRED appears on screen, the user's P45 is
printed and the computer locks up.

The ‘Solomon’ virus

An insidious routine spread by newspapers
which are not hypeprotected. This wirus
inhabits the memories of computer users.
After they hawe told four people what a virus
is, they suddenly and irrationally get so
scared their own machine might be infected
that they hire ndiculously expensive virus-
busting services.

Next Week

Amiga Essentials

The Express guide to the vital programs

Soccer ID cards

and best buys for your Amiga

Will they mean the end of your local club?

Video gr % Phics

We look at the the Art - today a

PC to ST to BBC

nd tomorrow

Data transference made easy: Express rsriéws Transfolink

Databases

Everything you alw “:g mmmhmaboutmmbamhﬁﬁemp

assistant couldn’

PLUS

you: the Express Beginners’ Guide

More columns for your machine, reviews, previews, letters, tech tips, all the

fatest news, and more!

On sale

Thursday
February
2nd

Onl
48p!
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-1ATARI

520ST-FM

1Mb

i 2d b
>

plus V.A.L

With SUPER PACK of over E450 worth of FREE software

Exclusive Cwnpurer E:%resa Atari starter kit.
* ST OWNER'S SECOND MANUAL
* PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE * MOUSE MAT

ATARIHARDWARE

Aari S205TFM, 512K RAM, 1Mb Disk Deive, Mousa 235,99
Adari S20STFM 5125 RAM, 1Mb Deive, Super Pack S/Ware. __£288.00
Atari 10405TFM, 1Mb RAM, Disk Drve, Mouse. £395.00
Aari 10405TFM with Ski1 24 Mono Mondor £4098.00
Atari 10405TFM with Philips 5833 Colour Monsor £639.00
Atari Maga ST2, 2Mo RAM, Mousa, Mono Manitor, £799.00
Atar 54124 12° High Rles Mona Manitoe £119.00
Aari 301224 12" Med Res Calour Monitor. ... £339.00
Cumana 1Mb Double sided 3.5° Desh Drive. ... E99.00
Philips 5833 Med Res Calour Manifor - Excedent EL, L£248.00
Super Drive 20Mb Hard Disk - Auto Boot! £455.00

FESSIONAL ATARI SOFTWARE

D% Heawven Editor - M Synih Editor £88.00
Stesniburg Pra 24 software - from as litle as £150,00

Fim Director — Animation Package for Art Director £44.00
PC Dito = Al Last a Full iBM Emulator £66.00
Timeworks DTF‘ ¥enoe Venhra Clane .. 18999
Easy Draw Il - Geeal with Timewcrks DTP. £38.00
Spectrum 512 - The Ullimate Paint P cgla" me £35.00
First Ward Phus. .= E£56.00
WordPerfect £168.00
Superbase Personal — Powerlul Pee:»:ra-!jala:asc E73.00
Timewors Desk Top Publisher = The Vientura OTP Clone £34.00
Fasicom - PGW@[QT g'rm,," catons Packi e £36.00
Mark Wikiarns 'C” Compilar - 'C' How 'You Like This £30.00
Fast 5T Bas (ROM realy fast! £66.00
Fast 5T Basi: (Disk) ersrna! Above £3.00
CADID20 Cy:e«sh.d-:l The: Best 30 Drawing Ki £56.00
ATARI TOP SELLING LEISURE SOFTWARE
Advances OCP Art Studio ~ Low Cost Art Package £18.45
Chessmaster 2000 — 30 Graphics With Speech £18.45
Flight Simulator 1ll- Wery Realist: Bast Seller ; ... £36.00
Flight Simulator Scenary Disks. - For Use wih Abave £18.45
Intesnational Socrer — Kick 'em o death £17.95
Oblberaior - Through the plasma in Cinemascope graphics. ... £21.95
Temorpads = Walch Qul They're Here! £18.45

MANY OTHER TOP RELEASES AVAILABLE

ATARIMEGA ST2

Serious computing with unlimited expandability. G8000
processar runnng at BMHz, built—in 720K Hoppy drive, Midi
ports with 3 3 programmable sound channels, Mouse,
GEM. Choice of Monitors. High resolution Maono
Monitar. ... AR
Medium resﬁlu'lcr‘ I:olclur Monlrar LI T ot - L
20Mb Supra Hard Disk ex stock ........ £455

ATARI MEGA WP LASER

A bargain if ever there was one! 2Mb Atari Mega with Mono
Moniloe, Atari SLMB04 Laser Printer, Lolus 1-2-3
compalible SprEddSheel and Microsaft Write WP pack. Our
Special Price.......... - E1479

ATARI LASER PRINTER

8 pages per minute in 300 dots per inch resolution at a price
not be missed. ...... -..E1085

ATARI 1040ST—FM

All the brilkance of the Atari with 1Mb of RAM and 1MD
double sided disk drive. ...

Afterburner

Carrier Command............ . Atari Amiga £21
Comupbon.........oocieies .. Atari Amiga £23
Dagas Elite Atari Amiga £23
Daley Thomgsan ........ AR Amaga £19
Dragon MiMA........c.co.coeerecee e sesssssssnsmsecssscsssiasies B
Dungeon Master .. Atari £19
F16 Falcon.......... .. Call
Flight Simulat r‘r‘;IE.r. ....Adnurr :ja £39
Garfield Amiga E16
InrCepIOn ......ccocvoca s Amiga £23
Manace ol i rianitr s DT A T

Operation Wolf Atari Amiga £18

Starglider 2 .. B R Atari Amiga £19
Star Ray e e e LR
Star Ray Amiga £23
STOS Game Creaiin ... AN E26
BUPOE HENG =00 i i vraonns st sstminssmramssraesastosmsin minas AT EXG
Thunderilade e L ....Call
LR o B Ao i S s S Sl S R
Virus ... ... Mlari Armiga £19
Where Time Stood Still Atari £16

Plus a full range of all popular software at low prices.

(60),711/(0)010) 3{ Say'|
AMIGA 500

Amiga 500 with free TV Modulator, .
Amiga 500 with modulator and 10 Ga'ﬂes
Amiga Colour Manitor . .

Amiga Mani Genlock ...
Amiga External Drive 3.5” ;
Armniga 500 External 20Mb Hard Disk with SCS1 .
Amiga 2000(8) CPU and Keyboard ...........

AMIGA PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE

Page Flipper with FX animated graphics and sound 5:99 D('
Descartes? Educational Graphing Tool, H

Silver Ray Tracing and Animation . EQ’B ﬂﬂ
IntroCAD — Amiga aided design £44.99

Directar — Thames TV on your Amiga. ... £42.99
Professional Pagesatting - under ..........cccooeveve-.. E1 00000
Educational Software — from 5:3250
Deluxe Photo Lab - omnicolour paint sysiem. ............

Photon Paint — the |atest word in pain packages. .. Edﬁ

MIDI for the AMIGA

Call for details of cur range of Midi oquupment and software.

STAR

For the rhoney no other prnter Uﬁers 50 much. B0 column
multifont printer with 8 resident fonls and paper :uarhlng
|4-1|:|:I5 draft and 3J6cps in MLQ qual ,'. Par
Commodore interface versions available. ......
Cobour version printing 7 colours. .

EPSON LX800

This |atest offering from Epson zips along at 150cps in drafi
and 25¢ps in MLO. Comes complete with Parallel Esc—P or
I1BM Parallel interface as standard, plus 1op mountad 1r. Y1Dr
feed. Good clear typeface, and B0 column wide...........£158

PANASONIC 1081

Al this price who can ignore this little winner. 120cps draft
and 30cps in NLQ makes it everybody's favourite. .......£143

NEC P2200

At last a 24 pin printer you can afford. and with NEC's
renowned reliability. This lithe baby eruises along at 188¢ps
in high speed, 140cps in standard and a really nippy S6cps
in Letter Quality mode. This printer should be on -:u_vy
daceming bdyers list. NEC P2200 .. SN, = |
Cut Sheet Feed ! £65

TIMEWOHKS

The latest in low-cost DTP. An excellen! package for
anyone wanting to make a start in DTP for & very modest
sum, T ne*arﬂ is very popular, and has gnoa telaphone
support from the manulacturer. IBM ..........................EB8
Adark. . £ER9

All goods guaranieed. Oificial Purchase orders accepted from Government, Local Autharities, Universities and PLC s All prices exclusive ol VAT and subject to change
without notice. Delivery charges extra, No réturis or répairs accepled without Returns Authorisation Number joblainable from our Technical Support Diepart ment)

Delective dead-on-arrival merchandise repaired or replaced im

FOR FULL PRICE LIST PLEASE CALL

HEAD OFFICE

pcliately at

it carriage expansa Carriage on warranty repairs is paid
subject to @ 15% restocking fee. Technical support available Monday to Friday. Export and trade enguiries

tomer. Non-defective credit raterns
e

MICRO-COMPUTERS, PERIPHERALS
EXPORT & TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME E \'x % SOFTWARE, SALES & SUPPORT
TELEPHONE & MAIL ORDERS WELCOME t’ B CREDITCARDS NOT DEBITED UNTIL DESPATCH

¢ CAXTON CENTRE # PORTERS WOOD ¢ ST. ALBANS « HERTS » AL3 6XT # (0121) 37451

NORTHLONDON 99 PARK STREET LANE ¢ BRICKET WOOD ¢ 5T. ALBANS « HERTS ALZ Z]A # (0121) 72190
* 85 WASHWAY ROAD (A56) » SALE # MANCHESTER M33 1TQ » 061 962 0780

¢ 304 KINGSHILL AVE « HAYES » MIDDLESEX e 01-841 8744,

# 1046-1048 COVENTRY ROAD (A45) « HAEYMILLS ¢ BIRMINGHAM B25 8DP » 021-112 5212

SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am-6pm Saturday 10am-5pm



jaflerr”

WEC Le Mans is the
24-hour world endur-
ance championship. All
other races pale in com-
parison. No other race
challenges a driver; physically
or emotionally, as WEC Le
Mans 24. The racer must push

& himselfand his car far
& beyond limits re-
quired by any other
race. He must

use his sixth sense as
he becomes one with a
machinewhich is perilously
insensitive tohuman frailties.
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WEC Le Mans is not a game — it is the ultimate driving expesience

|75
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ATARI ST AMIGA COMMODORE
ATARI ST AMIGA : \/ of the game, AMSTRAD SPECTRUM

IMAGINE SOFTWARE - 6 CENTRAL STREET- MANGHESTER M2.5NS - TEL: 061-832 6633 - TELEX. 649977 OXCEANS (. - EaY- 041 B4 DAL




