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usiness software, or “serious” software,
is regarded by many micro owners as
the only valid reason for owning a computer
— just as some will only be interested by
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L] so that, in compiling your name and address
e r a n a n I e file, you might use A for the first name, B
for surnames and so on. Over 50 such

names, or fields in more usual terms, may

TONY BRIDGE ON THE LATEST VERSION OF S Sl Nty O
CAMPBELL SYSTEMS' POPULAR MASTERFILE short description can be displayed as an
DATABASE FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC 6128 aide-memoire. So now, data can be entered
and records added one by one to the main
he most respected database system for s0 that you can type in data of any length file. It's an easy matter to add new names at
the Sinclair machines was Masterfile {up to a maximum of 240 characters, which  a later date, or simply to insert a unique
from Campbell Systems: some three or four ought to cover any surname!). Not only name into just one record if desired — all of
years later, it is still around and converted that, but you don’t have to design your which would be extremely difficult if not
for the Amstrad PCW and CPC series. It's screen until after all the data has been impossible with most “card index”
easy to see why this program is so popular; typed, if you wish, and not only that, but databases. Staying with our example of the
extremely well-programmed (it runs under vou may have many designs, each taking address file, you may decide after entering
AMSDOS, so there are none of the usual information from the same set of data 50 records, that you would rather like o
installation problems encountered with CP/ To enter data, it is I e TR ——— -
M) and very robust, there seems to be necessary to define at =
nothing that Campbell Systems have not least one “data
thought of in making the program as name”; this is the
friendly as possible. Although the facilities equivalent of a field
within the program are impressive, one of and won't appear on
the most endearing features of Campbell's the final display,
programs is the constant updating, being merely a
polishing and embellishment. Before we get  signpost by which the
to look at the latest version of Masterfile program finds this
however, let's take a quick trip round the particular field. Each
basic program. name i$ given a one-
character reference
Layout (for ease of use,
Many database programs have the failing normally letters of
that they offer fixed field lengths, limiting the alphabet, but
your screen layout aptions. most of the
Masterfile approaches the screen lavout characters on the
design in a very flexible fashion: for a start,  kevhoard can be
the length of each field is entirely flexible, pressed into service),




see details of birth dates. Simply insert a
new “name” and carry on as before.

While entering data, you may use several
special commands: for example, there's no
need to stick to the usual conventions such
as "Jones, Fred” and “Smith, Joe" for the
entries to be sorted properly, by surname -
Masterfile requires a backslash (“/") thus:
“Fred /Jones”. At display time, the backslash
becomes a space, while the sorting process
looks first at Jones. A shifted 0 (zero) will
force a line-break on display: while this
makes for a pleasant display, it fulfils a
much more important purpose. Our “card
index” database will require an address for
example, to be spread over 4 or 5 fields,
labelled “address 17, “address 2" and so on,
eating up a lot of memory. Masterfile allows
you to type “36, Damson
Lane Hungriton_Eton”, which will appear

ds

36, Damson Lane

Hungriton

Eton

with optimum usage of memory.

As with every other aspect of this
package, designing your screen layouts is
made as easy as possible for you. The first
thing to decide is where on the screen the
various fields should appear; the heading
assigned to each field of data is entirely up
to you and can be changed at any time.
Then lines can be drawn on the screen to
make a more attractive layout; again, this
can be altered at any time to reflect new
headings, While designing the screen, you
can flick back and forth between the display
itself and the design format, making instant
changes.

Relations

One of the most important facilities
available (and certainly the most unusual at
this price) is that of “relational data". To
make a change from our address file,
consider a file containing details of your
music albums. If you're an avid fan of Oscar
Peterson, Masterfile will save you all the
trouble of typing in his name over and over
again. Simply define “Oscar Peterson” as a
Parent with all the titles of his albums, and
titles contained therein if you wish, the
Children of that Parent. Now, instead of
typing the name in full for each disc (and of
course, your favourite artist could well be
the Old Etonians' Philharmonic Orchestra
and Choral Society, which would reafly be a
chore!), all you need do is type a simple
two- or three-letter mnemonic. Not only
does this save finger-wear, but it also
represents a significant saving of memory.

So you can see that Masferfile is more
than just a simple electronic filing cabinet
although all databases allow the data to be
searched for relevant information, Masterfile
also allows the data to be displayedin a
variety of ways, and allows complete sets of
data to be merged together, making it one
of the most flexible packages around.

Through its system of nested menus (and
a very helpful Help menu), the program
strives to be as friendly as possible, allowing
for colours to be changed, printer controls
to be sent, keys to be re-defined (so that
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searches, for example, can be initiated with
one key press) as well as allowing the user
to drop into Basic for customisation of the
program. Further, data may be easily sent to
Protext and Tasword for more sophisticated
Word Pracessing, or to ProMerge for use in
personalised letters and so on.

Although I've only used fairly frivolous
(though quite legitimate) examples so far, it
is perfectly possible to use Masterfile in a
more serious context; indeed, numeric fields
can be used in very complex computations.
This, together with the almost unlimited
range of screen designs, should prove very
useful to the businessman.

Version 111 is a great improvement on an
already superb package. There are several
changes that are immediately apparent to
the long-time user of Masterfile: menus
have been prettied-up with 3-dimensional
shadows, data entry and editing are both
easier and more attractive than before, and
file operations (Loading, Saving and so on)
are very much faster than before. Several
new options are available during the display
sequence, including instant switching
between reports, and the highlighting of
target records.

Included on the disc along with several
well-planned and illuminating example files
are several utilities: using MATCH, you can
transport one set of data from a file to
another file with matching records so that a
file containing names and addresses may be
merged with a file of names and telephone
numbers, resulting in a file containing
names, numbers and addresses; probably the
most impressive and useful utility is the
Spectrum-to-Amstrad data transfer program.
Now you Sinclair owners don't have any
excuse not to update!

Manual

Finally, the ring-bound manual, which
was vastly improved for Masterfile Version
2.n, is now even better, with key-by-key
examples and plenty of useful pokes. Also
on the disc you'll find instant updates to
the manual, which can be printed and kept
for future reference.

Although Masterfile is about to be
released for the PCW series, | haven't seen
it on that machine; but I can assure you
that you may buy it sight unseen — if it is
anything like the CPC Version Il1, you'll not
want for anything else. €
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Small Business
Accounts &V.AT
made Simple.

Accounts and V.A.T.made simple is the answer for your business
Professional business software on a large range of home and business computers.
Over 1500 Users on many other computers.

Cash Book accounting made simple

Control of Unpaid Bills.

Single entry — no knowledge of book-keeping required.

Produces VAT Retumn for Special Schemes ‘A’ to ‘)’ and Pharmacy Scheme ‘B’.
Trading and Profit and Loss Account at any time.

Very simple to operate weekly accounts.

Fully accepted by Customs & Excise.

User Club and ‘HOTLINE’ support team.

Ideal for all Retailers and other cash businesses.

Prices from £99.95 inc. VAT on Sale or Relurn.

@ VIDEO available in VHS/Betamax - free of charge.

YES - Clip the Coupon now or telephone 0625 615375 for your free video and we will rush
you a copy “‘Sale or Return” on receipt of your cheque. If not suitable we will refund your
money in full within 28 days.

Please return coupon & cheque to:
Micro Simplex, Cheshire House, Castle St., Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6AF.

Micro Simplex is & Division "
of Sandhurst Marketing p.l.c. TVDOIOE BUBIMBEE .. o oo iihorciinsmsinnidnibs oo sss s S HEANY Sias v by abomms s e o s
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Get to work on time

NOW THE COMMODORE 128 HAS ITS OWN SUITE
OF INTEGRATED BUSINESS PROGRAMS.
TONY HARRISON-SMITH CHECKS OUT TIMEWORKS

Snun a new name will appear in the UK
computer software market; Timeworks.
This American company concentrates on
“Productivity Software”, and is now
releasing UK versions of packages including
Word Writer 128, Swiftcale 128, and Data
Manager 128. All the packages reviewed
link with each other to give a fully
integrated suite of programs, the first we've
seen specifically for the C128,

The programs provided for review were
US versions. The only real problem with
this was the American dictionary with the
Word Writer 128, and the American
examples and spellings in the manuals.
Timeworks say that in the UK versions, the
manuals will be re-written to a more
English style.

Monitor

Timeworks Swiftcalc 128 is a spreadsheet,
and it requires an 80 column monitor to be
used. Swiftcalc 128 has a grid of 256 rows
by 256 columns and it will allow the usual
values and labels to be stored in the cells.
The maximum length of the formulae in a
cell is 240 characters. This allows very
complex formulae to be used. Unlike most
programs, the formulae in Swiftcalc can be
edited using the cursor keys to correct the
area required without rewriting the whole
lot. To make the entry of commands easy
for the new or casual user, Swiftcalc 128
uses pull-down menus and has limited help
sCreens.

The rows and columns can be frozen to
act as title areas and also cells can be
locked and unlocked to protect data from
accidental erasure. Cell widths can be
altered either over the whole spreadsheet or
in just a block of columns, and can be
adjusted to any size between 3 and 20
characters. Data in the spreadsheet can be
copied, moved and sorted, as well as
searched and replaced with other data. An
unusual feature which is only usually found
in the more expensive business packages is
the ability to set a cell to a value and then
have automatic incrementing of the value in
successive cells. This can save a lot of time
when creating lists of dates, values etc
which have a standard increment between
each value.

Swiftcalc 128 has many ways of
displaying the spreadsheet data. The actual
data can be printed out in the normal
manner as with all the spreadsheets
available. Swiftcalc 128 also allows the data
to be printed sideways on a dot matrix
printer. This allows a wide spreadsheet to
be printed whole, rather than having to
divide it into separate segments as normally
happens. Swiftcale also has the ability to
represent the spreadsheet data in the form
of graphs. The graphs available are bar
chart, 3D bar chart, scatter chart, line
graph, pie charts and exploded pie charts.
The graphics can be dumped to a matrix
printer but cannot be saved to disc. [ have
produced very impressive 3-D bar charts on

a Commodore MPS-801.

One of the main selling points of this
package is the fact that it can be used as
part of a integrated system. Swiftcalc 128
can receive data from the Data Manager 128
database as long as the data was saved into
a file especially for use with Swiftcalc 128.
This has the disadvantage that you cannot
suddenly decide to extract data from the
datahase. To get the information yvou have
to load Data Manager 128, save the data you
want into a file and then reload Swiftcale
128. Areas of the spreadsheet can be saved
as a special ASCII file for use with Word
Writer 128. This will allow you to produce
letters or documents with a table of values
at the end of it.

Timeworks” Word Processor is called
Word Writer 128. This is very easy to use, as
it incorporates the same system of pull-
down menus as all the other Timeworks
packages. Unlike Data Manager 128 and
Swiftcalc 128, Word Writer 128 will work in
either 40 or 80 column modes. In 40
column mode several of the advanced
features of this package cannot be used.

Insert

Like most good word processors Word
Writer 128 will allow text to be moved
around, copied to another area and new
text inserted into the existing document. To
allow for corrections a “search and replace”
function is also included. Headers and
footers can be set as well as up to 14 tab
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positions. On startup there are 8 preset tabs
in position, but these can be cleared and
reset to your own requirements.

Word Writer has several advanced
features built in. It is able to accept data
and text from the two other packages in the
suite, Data Manager and Swiftcalc. When
editing a document up to three different
fonts may be used, boldface, italics and
underline. The difference with other word
processors is that the different types of
fonts can be viewed on the screen before
printing. This gives a far better idea of what
the finished document will look like, before
wasting a lot of paper printing it out. There
is a built in calculator which is very useful
for doing calculations and entering the
result into your document. (This can only
be used in BO column mode.) when writing
a lot of text which uses indented
paragraphs, an automatic indent function
can be used, This really becomes useful
when the words automatically wrap round
at the end of a line. For the use of standard
paragraphs or such like, word Writer 128
allows the merging of files into the main
document.

Document

When it comes to printing out the
document, several parameters may be set.
These include justification, sheet feed, line
spacing, number of copies, secondary
address and top and bottom margins. The
print option will also allow the printing of a
standard letter with the names and
addresses taken from a sequential file set up
by either Word Writer 128 or Data Manager
128. for special printers, control character
sequences can be set to utilise the printer’s
capabilities.

Data Manager 128 is a powerful database
with many features, and like all the other
packages reviewed, it uses pull-down menus.

aA S0 1111 vV 4688

One of the main requirements for databases
is security of data. To provide this there is a
password system included in this package.

Records

This is not a totally secure way of
protecting data, but it will stop the average
user from accessing any data which they are
not supposed to see.

Data Manager 128 allows records of up to
100 fields with a maximum field length of
251 characters. The total record length is
4096 characters, and can be split over more
than one screen . .. There are several field
types allowed including alphanumeric,
numeric and date.

A unique feature of this package is that a
record can be made to simulate a small
spreadsheet with calculation from column
to column and field to field. Data Manager
128 allows the use of statistical functions
within a record format. The functions
offered are sum, average and standard
deviation.

Records can be retrieved by a number of
ways. The fivst and quickest way is by
record number. Unfortunately this is usually
the last bit of information known! The
other methods of retrieval are by Field
contents, data range and amount range.
With all these methods the upper and lower
limits of the search range can be specified.
Data managder 128 has also got an
additional search feature: this is called cross
searching (X-search). When using X-search,
vou can set your initial search parameters as
normal and the list of records fitting these
parameters will be created. X-search will
then allow you to re-search only the records
in the list just created for the next set of
search parameters. This can be repeated
several times, until the record required is
found.

To make the database more logically

ordered, there is a sort facility which will
arrange the records in ascending or
descending order of a given field in the
record. This will improve the speed of any
reports that access the database in a
sequential order. The reporting of
information from the database can be
achieved in two ways. The first method is to
use the built in report generator. This will
allow a report to be compiled using selected
fields from the records and print the data
held in those fields. The second method of
showing the data held is by using the
graphics commands. This will give a
coloured bar chart of values held in the
records.

Value

In conclusion, for about £60 each these
programs are reasonable value for money.
The set of packages when used together are
claimed to be particularly suitable for small
business use; | think that this is a fair
statement. It would be nice if there was also
an accounts package for this suite, but that
would just be the icing on the cake. The
main feature that will really sell these
packages to the small business is that there
is a free technical help phone number that
will answer any problems! «

Programs: Word Writer, Switcalc, Data
Manager

Micro: CBM 128

Supplier:

Timeworks, PO Box 453, Maidenhead,
Berks, SL6 1ST Tel: 0628 T4678

Price: £59.95 each
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INTER-WORD is the third in the ROM-LINK series of application programs for the BBC
Micro-computer and this is the most ambitious suite of programs to be written for this machine.
Each part of the suite offers a superior alternative to the competition. As a complete integrated
suite of programs there is nothing better available for any micro computer.

INTER-WORD is the newes)
and the most comprehensive
word processor ever produced
for the BBC Micro.

+Part of the only truly integrated
suite of programs for the BBC
micro. This enables
INTER-WORD to run
alongside the other members of
the ROM-LINK family such as
INTER-SHEET. Multiple
documents (together with sheet
data etc.) can be held in
memory at the same time and
data transferred from one to
another. -

*Truly WYSIWYG. i.e
INTER-WORD shows an
accurate screen representation
of the final printed page at all
times.

+Supplied on a special 32K
ROM, the chip is compatible
with all machines.

*Supports 40,53,80 and 106
column screen modes with
either 25 or 32 lines on screen.

*Compatible with BBC B, B+,
Master, Aries, Watford and
now Solidisk shadow RAM
boards.

*Multiple column printout and
multiple copy options.

«Mail merging facilities built in.
Allows merging from another

INTER-WORD document or
from other INTER programs

-BASE.
\Euch as INTER S 9

THE NEW
WORDPROCESSOR
FOR THE BBC
MICRO

ot

The ROM-LINK suite, of
which INTER-WORD is an
important part, is a uniquely
flexible set of integrated
ROMs, compatible with all
models of the BBC micro.

'fThe first published review\
of INTER-WORD says:

"the most significant
program since WORDWISE"

"INTER-WORD on the BBC
Micro cocmpares favourably
with word processors
costing five or ten times
as much running on the
IEM PC and the like."

"INTER-WORD was a real
pleasure...a truly worthy
successor to WORDWISE™

Gordon Taylor A&BE Computing

- >

(“+Built in support for different )

printers. There is no need for
additional printer drivers, as the
user can define the codes
required for bold, underline etc.
Once defined for a particular
printer these codes can be saved
for later use. Like
WORDWISE, INTER-WORD
also has the ability to send any
control codes to the printer at
any point in the line, thereby
giving access to all its features.

«Powerful search and replace
facilties include wildcards, and a
case sensitivity control. There
is also a quick ‘go to‘ search
option.

+Special attention has been paid
to screen update speed, ensuring
this is one of the fastest screen
editors around, There is no
waiting around for the text to
reformat.

+If the page size is changed, or
the margins are altered, all text
is re-formatted to the new
settings instantly.

«Any specified part of text, page
or range of pages may be
printed (or spooled to disc) via
simple to select menu options.

Fully compatible with DFS,
ADFS, ECONET and any other
Acom compatible filing
systems.

N S
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INTER-WORD supports documents much
larger than memory. This special ‘multi-file*
mode is both simple to use and far superior to
other forms of continuous processing. By

able to treat these as if they we just one long
piece of text.

The multi-file menu allows the insertion and

document.

&

linking a list of files together INTER-WORD is

deletion of any file and the printing of the whole

S

Save entire text
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Select or enter filename

(A special file selector is used whenever a

The format of text in INTER-WORD is
controlled by rulers rather than embedded
commands. A ruler can be inserted at any
point simply by pressing a single function
key. This ruler will affect the format of all
text after it. By simply dragging the margin
or tab indicators on the ruler all text
controlled by this ruler is instantly
re-formatted to the new settings.
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Current document
manual
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filename is requested. Instead of having to
remember and type the required filename,
INTER-WORD will display a list of all the
filenames. The user simply has to move the
highlight to the required one and press
RETURN.

When text is saved, all the current options are
saved with it, including cursor position, screen
mode and colours, current page layout etc.

S5 vy

Computer Concepts have been producing top quality software for the BBC machine since itd
launch. We designed and produced WORDWISE the most successful program ever produced
for this machine. Itis with this background that we can guarantee INTER-WORD is the

best word processor for the BBC Micro. If you do not agree then Just return it for a full , no

quibble, refund.

EXPRESS ORDERS

Telephone our hotline
with an order on Access
or Barclaycard and we
will dispatch it within
24 hours.

(0442) 63933

E Computer Concepts

20°%/,discount

Available to all WORDWISE PLUS
owners. Simply quote you serial
number, name and address when
ordering direct. Discount price;
£39.20 + VAT (£45.08 incl.)

Gaddesden Place, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 6EX
Telephone: Hemel Hempstead (0442) 63933
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Amstrad leads the way

TONY KENDLE LOOKS AT THE LATEST
AND BEST SOFTWARE FOR THE UBIQUITIOUS

Na prizes for guessing that this is an
electronic diary program from the
makers of the Tasword word processor.
What did surprise me is that it is such an
attractive and easy to use program that it
overcame my conviction that pen and paper
is really the only sensible option for a diary.
Still in the long run it may prove to be
something for true VDU freaks only.

NEEE P}

The main screen lavout consists of a
window of diary text and four surrounding
box displays showing the current options,
the date and time and the calendar for the
current month. This calendar is
programmed correctly from 1753 (don't ask
me why) up to December 2100 - long
enough for the most ambitious of us 1
expect. i

The diary is accessed from disc on a
month by month basis and data can easily
be inspected or edited into a given day as
long as you have the appropriate password.
You can also use a search option that
incorporates wildcard characters to track
down certain entries. Any displayed page
can be printed out.

1 do feel that more work could have been
got out of the computer to justify the effort
of loading up the disc. One idea for example
is that you could record appointments with
some sort of ‘alarm status’ so that when you
log on the time and date a warning can be
given of important events coming up that
week.

However, on the whaole it is an
attractively designed and good value utility
that should do well. <

Program Tasdiary Micro Any Amstrad CPC
with discs Price £12.95 Supplier Tasman
Software Ltd, Springfield House, Hyde
Terrace, Leeds 1LS2 OLN.

eleasing a new word processor for the

PCW machines is a bold move even
when the program in guestion is very cheap
and also successful on other machines.
What features are there available with
Tasword 8000 that would attract users away

shiienolll AR COMPUTING WEEKLY

AMSTRAD PCW8256/8512

from the familiar Locoscript?

Firstly Tasword is a remarkably easy
program to get to grips with — the help
menus are so self evident and extensive and
the options available so straight-forward
that there is almost no need to refer to the
manual at all.

This is not to suggest it is
unsaphisticated — indeed it is an
improvement on the Taswords released to
date, it is faster and has some welcome
additions — you can embed markers in the
text, for example, to help you move around
quickly, merge files at the cursor position,
and the find /replace is vastly improved.

The display is completely ‘what you see is
what you get’ and you can use the arrow
keys to get anywhere you like on the page
to begin typing — just like a pen and paper.
It's a small point but impossible on most
word processors and a very friendly feature
for beginners.

Locoscript has many excellent features -
templates, embedded format rulers, multiple
block storage, alternate header footers elc. -
but Tasword can challenge these with a
word count, four notepads for jotting
reminders, an extensive scientific/foreign
character set and two extra fancy fonts
supplied for printing.

Tasword works with pure ASCII text
which makes it suitable as an editor for
program listings etc, and at least readable
by almost any other utility available. It is
also invaluable for editing and re-formatting
any ASCII files you may have created by
transferring data down a modem or between
different utilities.

A quite sophisticated mail merge option
is capable of making tests on the data
supplied to decide what to print. The only
feature this lacks is the ability to re-format
the text prior to printing meaning that a
ragged right edge is inevitable.

Perhaps its greatest strength is the fact
that the Ram of the M drive is used by the
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program for directly storing the text as you
type it. Very large files can thus be created,

about 100K on the 8256 and over 300K on

the 8512. Because text is held in RAM,
moving around large files and making

changes is very much faster than with

Locoscript or any other word processor |
know.

THE STYLE, WRITER |

FOR THE AMSTRAD PCWB256 AND 8512 |

Tasprint 8000 supplies another six fonts
that can be used with Tasword, directly
with any ASCII files or via a sort of direct
‘typewriter’ option.

Program Tasword 8000/ Tasprint 80000
Micro Amstrad PCW Price £24.95 & £14.95
Supplier Tasman Software Lid, Springfield
House, Hyde Terrace, Leeds LS2 OLN,

Regular readers will know that I have
already given an enthusiastic review to
Prospell in its CPC incarnation so [ won't
go on again at great length
here. This version of Prospell
has been written to run under
the CP/M + operating system
which means that it will also
work on the CPC 6128 but in
truth it has really been
designed with the PCW
computer in mind because it is
designed to work with files
produced by the Locoscript
word processor.

Prospell will handle ordinary
Locoseript documents (not just
page image files) in any group
and to any length (if the file is
very long and you are trying to
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run everything in one drive you may have

to change discs a couple of times = but then
long files are a nightmare to create with
Locoscript anyway 50 you may not have
these problems).

As well as Locoseript documents Prospell
will also handle Wordstar/Newword format
and ASCII text (e.g. Tasword 8000 or any
plain CP/M text editor) and it is very fast.

Unrecognised words can be changed,
viewed in context, ignored or you can even
ask Prospell to attempt to find the words in
the dictionary that you have been trying to
spell in the first place.

The correct spelling of words can found
using wildcards for letters you are unsure of
{also useful for crosswords), there is an
anagram finder and also options for editing
the dictionary, adding new words etc.
Different dictionaries can be created e.g for
different technical subjects.

Prospell can not correct mis-spelt words
that happen to form something else that is
elgal, e.g. Oxen and Oxon, but even the
most diligent proof readers miss things —
especially if you are ‘convinced’ you know
the correct spelling. I've found it an absol-
utely invaluable aid so far and I'm sure it
will be a boon to many Locoscript users. <

Program Prospell Micro Any Amstrad Price
£29.95 Supplier Ammor Limited, The Studio,
Ledbury Place, Croyden.

5 its colourful name may suggest The
racker is no ordinary spreadsheet, it is
one of those rare breed of programs that
have been subjected to a major rethink
about how they should be made to work to
suit the average user.

If you are looking for a spreadsheet that
can just do lots and lots of number
crunching The Cracker is probably not the
most powerful program you can buy: it is
certainly more limited in size than say
Multiplan, giving yvou a maximum of 52
columns, 255 lines and 18K of data.
However this is probably adeguate for
something like twelve month financial
reports and the program also has a selection
of powerful features that in my opinion
make it one of the best buys around.

Perhaps the most notable feature is that
it is extraordinarily friendly and easy to use.
Every command you type, using a single
letter keyword mnemonic system, is checked
as it is entered to see that it is both legal

x/POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY
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and makes sense in terms of the sheet you
have defined so far. If an error is found an
explanatory message is displayed on screen
{in English rather than the normal CP/M
garble). If that still isn't enough help
screens can be called up at any time.

The Cracker also keeps track of the logic
of the sheet you have defined — it gives
each entry a rating for order of re-
calculation to ensure that only after any
changes only one calculation is necessary to
ensure a correct result. It may sound an
obscure point until you have tried using a
program that doesn’t have this feature.
Similarly you cannot remove data if a
calculation somewhere else in the sheet
depends on it to make sense, at least not
without first confirming that this is really
what you wanted to do.

Other strong features are some nice
graph drawing functions (high quality
screen display and also hard copy) which
are extremely simple to use, much easier
than DR Graph for example (although The
Cracker can also feed data directly to this
program as well). Database functions will let
you sort and search things like names and
addresses and even print mail labels.

There are also 1/0 port controlling
options - build a loop containing inbuilt
date and time options and it can control
your lights whilst you go on holiday.

An ordinary spreadsheet it isn't, versatile
and friendly it is.

Program The Cracker Il Micro Any Amstrad
CP/M + Price £49.00 Supplier Newstar,
200 North Service Road, Brentwood, Essex.

Colleen's Pavroll System was originally
intended to see the light of day as
“Amsoft Paymaster”, but Colleen has now
taken the decision to market the software
under its own name, and seems to be
offering a remarkable bargain.

The payroll system is intended for small
and medium sized companies. It can handle
records for up to 500 employees in up to 10

departments.

The Payroll System is fully protected by a
password routine, and includes a help file
which can be accessed before you plunge
into the main program.

The program is set up by entering the
start date, then details of the company, tax
district, numbers and names of departments,
details of employees and so on. New
departments or employees can be inserted
at any time — and also deleted.

Payments can be calculated on a weekly
or monthly basis, and the program takes
into account complexities such as Statutory
Sick Pay, holiday pay, P45s and s0 on. The
Colleen Payroll System comes with a
substantial 60-page manual and is also
available in a version tailored for Southern
Ireland. At the price — £29.95 - it appears
to represent remarkable value for money,
and should fulfil all the technical and legal
functions required of any payroll package.

Program Payroll System Micro Amstrad
PCW Price £29.95 Supplier Colleen, 18
Bishop Street, Penygraig. Tonypandy, Mid
Glamorgan, 0443 435709

n excellent example of a program

written for a vertical market, Supernews
from Bubblebus fulfils a very specific
purpose, yet has a large enough potential
audience to keep the price down to
acceptable limits.

As its name implies, the program deals
with administration for newsagents, and can
save hours of work every day by automating
the process of compiling delivery lists and
handling customer accounts.

Supernews has been updated and adapted
from versions for CBM and Einstein
machines, and the PCW version includes
many improvements suggdested by users of
earlier versions. For a start, it's designed to
be used by computer-naive newsagents; the
RETURN key is used to select options,
rather than making the user direct a cursor
around the screen to select options.

24-30 JULY 19886



There are two major file structures; for
customers and for publications. The
customers’ list is divided into rounds, and
includes details for name and address,
holiday “stops”, substitutions in the case of
publication being unavailable, charge rates
for delivery, state of credit and, of course,
all the daily, weekly or monthly
publications ordered.

Up to 400 publications can be listed by
number, with full details of supplier, retail
cost, wholesale price, number of copies
required, and so on. The newsagent has an
option to print out the wholesaler's order
each day, and can also use the rounds list to
calculate whether the cost of paying
delivery boys is being covered by the
delivery charges — something which is often
too complicated to calculate by hand.

Supernews includes many options which
would not occur to the uninitiated user, but
which makes all the difference to the
newsagent; order requirements for future
weeks, special routines to cope with time-
specific weeklies like the Radio Times,
reminders of overdue accounts, a sale
option to put small purchases from the
shop onto a customer's account, special
accounts for such things as Christmas clubs,
and so on. AL £190+ VAT, the program
might sound expensive by home computer
standards: but to the overburdened
newsagent, whose only alternative in the
past has been to invest in an expensive
system such as Apricot or Tandy, the PCW
micro and Supernews makes an economical
combination.

supplement
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Bubblebus hopes to produce more similar
programs for vertical markets such as
hotels, garages, video shops and 5o on. With
the increased penetration of the PCW, the
market for such vertical programs is
growing as never before. «

Program Supernews Micro Amstrad PCW
Price £190 + VAT Supplier Bubblebus, 87
High Street, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1RX.
0732 355962
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ompact
Software's

extensive range of

12 HIGH STREET 1 SUN IBM PC programs

1 GARDEN VEEKLY are now to be made
: available for the

18 HIGH STREET 1 sUN Amstrad PCW
1 THE TIMES machines.
1 TELEGRAPH Distributors such

pretetaia : as Rowtall

THE GEORGE HOTEL 3 SUN Computers will be
3 THE TIMES selling the Compact
1 TELEGRAFH

Accounts package at

TOTALS FOR 3 CUSTOMERS
SUN
THE TIMES
 TELBGRAPH

[ R

£199.99. Compact

GARDEN WEEKLY
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1 LOVER ROAD i 1

140, Maney Hill Road 1

TELEGRAPH

160 Maney Hill Road 1 SUN

TOTALS FOR 3 CUSTOMERS
2 SUN
1 TELEGRAPH

Accounts includes sales ledger, invoicing,
purchase and nominal ledger routines, and
can transfer data to popular packages such
as Supercale, Multiplan, Wordstar, Newword
and Cracker.

Compact accounts claims to contain
everything necessary to run a small to
medium sized business, maintaining records
of all customers, transactions, invoices,
statements and debts. The separate modules
are available individually at £69.99 each.

Also available are Day Book, Stock
Control, Payroll, and “Nucleus” program
interfacing packages. At around a third of
the price of identical IBM programs, the
Compact range is backed up by training
courses from West Midlands dealers Rowtall
Computing. 4

Compact Software Ltd, 1 Paper Mews, 330
High Street, Dorking, Surrey, RH14 10X,
0306 887373,

Rowtall Computing Ltd, Belsize House, 1A
Caldmore Road, Walsall, WS1 3LX, 0922
615411.
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AN EPSON PRINTER FOR £39.95?
YES THE EPSON P-40

IDEAL FOR USE WITH PORTABLE COMPUTERS AND/OR y
ANY COMPUTER WITH CENTRONICS DUTPUT iy’

* Thermal Dot-Matrix Printer
* 45 cps Normal made — 80 cps condensed
* ASCII 95 character set

* 9 international Character Sets. Graphics
plus normal enlarged condensed
emphasised characters

+ Mains or Battery operated with nicad
rechargeable battery included

* Friction feed

BARGAIN BASEMENT

MODEM HOUSE 70 Longbrook Street, Exeter, Devon EX4 7TAP Tel: (0392) 213355

Once Bytten
31 BOWNESS ROAD
LONDON SE6 2DG %Q@Q
Phone Orders: 01-698 2911

IT'S THE WAY WE SELL 'EM! W
THAT MAKES ONCE BYTTEN DISC THE BEST BUYS.
TOP QUALITY FLOPPIES FROM TOP FLIGHT MANUFACTURERS.

51" SS/DD 96tpi {Suitable for alldrives up lo BO tracks, single sided)

disc . . .
1+ 10+ 25+ 50+ 100+ 500+ 1000+

51" DS/DD 96tpi (Suitable for alf drives up lo 80 tracks, single or

£1.05 95p BOp 7T6p 69p 65p 60p

31" SS/DD (Suitable lor &l drives, single sided). Price per disc
14+ 10+ 25+ 50+ 100+ 500+ 1000+
£210 £1.85 £1.72 £1.67 £1.82 £1.55 £1.50
31" DS/DD (Suitable for &l drives, single or double sided). Price per

£2.75 £245 £2.35 £2.25 £210 £1.95 (£1.85

51" 100 Capacity Locking 1+ £11.95 12+ £10.00
31" 10 Capacity 1+ £1.50 10+ £1.25

EXTRA ENVELOPES 51"

10+ 9p 50+ 8p 100+ Tp 500+ Bp 1000+ Sp

51" Label Sets (for 10 discs) inc. write-protects 1+ 35p 20+ 25p
33" Label Sets (for 10 discs) 1+ 25p 20+ 20p

IMPORTANT NOTE:— Any order including 10 or more discs Ils POST
FREE, otherwise please add £1.00.

(Callers by Appointment Only) ‘g\%s%
100% ERROR FREE — LIFETIME GUARANTEE AND NO HIDDEN
EXTRAS . . . WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU PAY. ALPHACOM 32 PRINTERS
Ali prices include envelopes — Al discs have hub-rings. Price per H |gh qual |ty
o0p 80p 68p 65p 59 55p  S0p thermal printer for

double sided). AN prices include envelopes — AN discs have hub-
fings. Price per disc . . all Spectrums at a
14 10+ 254+ 50+ 100+ 500+ 1000+

give-away price.

q
U 1L 04 254 50+ 100+ 500+ 10004 °é~ 51"95

E‘!‘?Enﬂgﬁi.m_ £1.50 10+ £1.25 (p&p Insurance EBOU)

LABELS Complete with one roll of paper

Cheques or Postal Orders payable to AMTEN LIMITED please. Cash should enly be sent by
REGISTERED MAIL You may pay by VIBA or ACCESS card by mall of phana
HOTLINE lor PHOME ORDERS 01-688 2811 2o
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\ If you want the best from your Spectrum
ensuring it advances with technology, then
Sage Systems have the ideal keyboard for
you. Look at the choices available.

i ps 0 FEsET WA A R* E

l d Z ! S l With a database and spreadsheet to follow soon, when it

w

comes to word procassors we have The Last Word.
¥ The Last Word - Sinclair User Classic Award. £13.95.

PEVTE S Y BT 0 A RIS

» Saga 1 Emperor - “Good looks
... works remarkably well..."

» Saga 3- “The best.” Chris
Jenkins, Popular Computing

..'lrl|llil, ,IIJ 1
i ARnand | re ErE“ ! Sinclair User. £39.95, Weekly. The Last Word available
b et with it frea. £59.95.
» Saga 2 + - “Well done, Saga.” Sinclair User. £5495 P Saga 2001. Infra red remote transmission, out of this world,
The Last Word available with it free. £119.95,

Do oiR e B, N T E

r“’""—‘ B LTR1 Printer. Letter quality printer P The Citizen 120D Precision dot
g B foronly £119.95 matrix, with 2 year warranty.

*The 1200 is an excellent printer.

ADVANTCE

m. ' Sinclair User. £235.00
- m .
2 T
= g @ »TheGLP (Great Little Printer}
£ e Dot matrix printer, 100 cps, letier quality mode £189.95
[ o
8B 23pP E R I P H E R A L S
": :._'. g. % g‘ » Microdrive extension cable lor use with your Saga 3.  E4.95. » Dust cover. To keep your computer and Saga keyboard clean.
{-"F 3‘ 3 ﬂ: g » Sound Boost. To put music in your ears (and television) £9.95 £4.95
I N-TT b Flexicable enables you to drive 2 interfaces. £11.95 ® Centronics interface. To drive your printer. £34.95 -
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MIRACLE SYSTEMS LIMITED

ODEM

(The smallest modem in the World!)

® 1200/75—Viewdata

@ 1200/1200

® Autodial

® 3 metre cable

® Extremely compact

® Standard 25 Way ‘D’ socket

@ Standard telephone socket

® No hidden extras required

@® 14 day money back guarantee
® 12 month warranty

To Order

Please phone (0272) 603871 x210 for payment by ACCESS/VISA or send cheque to:
MIRACLE SYSTEMS LTD, AVONDALE WORKSHOPS, WOODLAND WAY, KINGSWOOD, BRISTOL
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supplement

Four ROMS en suite

Successor to WordWise, InterWord offers BBC
users integration and a host of new features, as

ere is yet another word processor (WP)

from Computer Concepts, whose
Worldwise is probably the most widely used
WP for the BBC computer. Their second
was Worldwise Plus, which is a souped up
version of the original, and very good it is
too. Now comes Inter-Word, and you may be
wondering why.

The answer is that Computer Concepts
has a suite of Inter-roms which can all use
the same data sets and do much more than
a straight WP can. Others in the suite are
Inter-Sheet (a spreadsheet), Inter-Chart
{does graphs and pie-charts) and, in the
pipeline is a database, Inter-base. There is
also a spelling checker which works with all
their roms.

Computer Concepts' ideal is that you can
produce business reports incorporating
tabulated figures from the spreadsheet,
illustrated with graphs and pie charts
produced by Inter-Chart using the figures
from the spreadsheet, and text from the
WP. All of it in one integrated document
because any rom in the suite can use
commands processed by any other rom in
the suite.

Brevity

At this point 1 must say that the manual
is very cursory: not friendly enough. It
confuses me in parts and I'm a fairly
experienced programmer. The information
is all there but brevity seems to be the
order of the day. | could not get some
commands to work and that is probably the
fault of the manual. Also, ‘Wordwise' seems
to be unhappy about having Inter-Word in
the same computer. [ lost the first copy of
this review, using "Wordwise' to write it,
with Inter-Word still aboard.

In order to integrate the program with
the other roms in the series, it is not
possible to load ‘Wordwise' text directly into
Inter-Word. So if vou already have either of
the previous word processors from
Computer Concepts,then you will need to
use a small Basic program, printed in the
manual, to prepare a new version. This
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Cy Noble finds out

strips all the
embedded control
codes from the text
so you will then
have to go through
the text again
replacing them with
the Inter-Word
equivalents. If
Computer Concepts
wants Wordwise
users to upgrade to
Inter-Word then
they should think
about supplying a
proper conversion
program which will
replace the
Wordwise control
codes with Inter-
Word ones.

This sort of thing

uses lots of memory,
which the standard Beeb is not too well
endowed with, so they recommend a
shadow ram board if you intend to produce
large documents. However, there is a multi-
file option whereby a document can be split
among a related set of files and the WP will
shuffle them back and forth automatically
as you edit. Nevertheless you are warned to
keep an eye on how much memory each
individual file uses and always leave plenty
of leeway for additions. As these files can be
on more than one disc there is no
theoretical limit on the size of a document.
What you see is what you get, and in this
respect Inter-Word is hard to fault. The
screen even shows underlining and bold
text where these options are selected. No
printer control codes are shown in the
screen text, and what you see on screen is
how it will look on paper. The character
‘under’ which a control code sequence is
hidden will be shown reversed, ie black on
white rather than white on black as normal.
An interesting point is the choice of 40,
53, 80 and 106 columns of text with 25 or
32 lines of text on screen. With a good
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monitor and a magnifying glass 106 cols is
useable if you are addicted to eyestrain.
Better to use a lesser width and select the
number of columns yvou want to use when
you're ready to print.

Tabs and margins are set using the cursor
keys to ‘pick and drag' symbols on a ‘ruler’
at the top of the text. This ‘ruler’ is
effective down to the next ruler which you
can insert and manipulate where required.
Up to sixty ‘rulers’ can be used to
manipulate the text to your satisfaction.
This feature is a joy to use.

Windows

You can select the ‘ink and paper’ colours
for your own comfort and switch the
interface on or off from within the program,
and these are really useful if vou spend long
hours slaving over a hot computer. If the
width of vour page is wider than the screen
width selected, then you get a sideways
scroll until you get to the edge of the page
and automatic word wrap takes you on to
the next line.

Everything is menu driven using that
flavour of the year, pull down menus in
windows, where the cursor is used to
highlight the option you wish to select.
With the multiplicity of menus it is
sometimes difficult to remember which one
offers the option you want. Some of the
commonly used ones are duplicated on the
function keys. This approach is fine for the
beginner, but gets a little tiresome when
you have to wade through menus within
menus to reach a simple option.

Inter-Word is certainly an advance on
most other WP packages, but | would argue
that simplicity can be a virtue. 4
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+ The easy-to-read Workbench
environment and how to make it
work foryou

* The kind of applications
programs you need to build a
system on the Amiga and how to
use them effectively

O THE R

The new Amiga
represents arevolutionin
personal computers. This
book is the authoritative
introduction to that
revolution.

The Amiga Handbook by David
Lawrence and Mark England takes
you behind the scenes to examine:
# The custom-designed chips that
allow the Amiga to outpace
machines many times its price

+# The wide-ranging built-in
libraries that control the Amiga’'s
graphics, sounds, animation and
speech

* The ‘Intuition’ user interface that
controls Amiga’s windows and
icons, and the more traditional text-
based Command Line Interpreter

# Programs in the powerful Amiga
BASIC language to make the Amiga
read a story, produce colourful
graphs or simply print out a bill

This is the first book for the Amiga.
Buy the lbook and join the revolution




