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lt's amazing to see how computer users
make the most of any micro available.
The Amstrad PCW machines, designed
mainly as word processors, are now used
for a whole host of business applications
based on CP/M software.

Even more surprisingly, the PCWs are
eoming into their own in the fields of
communications, graphics, and, we are
told, eventually even music with a MIDI
interfacce reportedly on the way, and
other products rumoured.

It seems that these unassuming micros
will be the major success of the eighties in
the serious home /small business market.
XI But don’t be suprised to find PCWs

MAP accounts package popping up in all sorts of unexpected

: £ places after the Personal Computer World
offers mte_g I_’E!'I'.IOI'I and Show sees Amstrad consolidating its hold
flexibility

—————

on the market. <

PCW comms

DAVID WALLIN ON THE INTERFACES,
MODEMS AND SOFTWARE
YOU WILL NEED

he Amstrad PCW 8256 and 8512 are

very powerful computers, but when it
comes to comms., they lack one vital piece
of hardware - a serial port. Getting a
serial port is no longer 4 problem; | use
the Modem House VPCS 8266 /8512.

Also available with Centronics parallel
ports as well as RS 232 serial are the
Amstrad CPS 8256, at £58.95; the VPCS
#256,/8512 at £63.25, which comes free
with Voyager Il and Comm+ software; and
the KDS Electronics at £60.85,

All the interfaces are just about the
same, so 'd advise getting either the
cheapest one, or the one recommended for
use with your modem (eg. the VPCS for
use with a Voyager 1l modem. [ use a
Voyager 11/VPCS and COMM+ software
package.)

The PCW 8256 /8612 comes with some
very simple communications software.
This is on side one of your system disc
(Locoscript side) and is called Mail232. If
you put your Locoscript disc in on side |

quickly log on to Telecom Gaold or
something. If I intend to do any real
communicating, 1 use a proper piece of
software,

COMM-+ is the program I use most of
the time, and, contrary to most other
reviews, I find it both easy to use and
powerful. Other reviews have all stated
how hard it is for a beginner to get started
with COMM+, this is no longer true as a
JCF (see below) is supplied to give a
simple nine-number directory. With this
JCF, you need never do more than just

and type DIR (return), you won't see it in
the directory! To see it you must type
DIRS (return). The actual file is called
MAIL292.COM (if it's not there, contact
Amstrad and they should be able to
supply you with a copy). Mail232 is a
CP/M program, to use it you must first
load up CP/M (side 2 of your system disc
in drive A, turn on computer or reset),
then type MAIL232 (return). When you
load up Mail232, you have four options,
one for each function key - f1: Protocol
and handshaking; £3: File transfer; 5:
Online/Offline; [7: Z19/VT5H2 emulator or
exit to CP/M.

| have not actually seen any good
documentation on the Mail282 program,
all supplied instruetions with interfaces,
rate from poor to worse. In fact this is the
case with most communications
documentation, especially modem
instruction manuals. | sometimes use
Mail292 to communicate with an
intelligent modem when I just want to

press a key, but if you want you can delve
deep into the program and make the most
of its many leatures,
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NOBLES COMPUTER AN OFFER YOU CAN'T REFUSE

—IF YOU OWN A PCW B256,/8512 - THEN FOR ONLY £4.95 (THE PRICE OF A CF-2

DISK) YOU CAN PURCHASE THE FIRST DISCOUNT MAIL-ORDER CATALOGUE TD BE
PRODUCED ON DISK - TOGETHER WITH A RELAXING (7) - AND ADDICTIVE - GAME
DF ‘BATTLESHIPS't

(nly £4.95 + 36p P&P gves you a CF-2 Disk whersby.
* SIDE 1 of the disk containg the discount Software and Hardware Catalogue ~ togethes with an

* Repairs carried out by our own engineers

* All repairs carry a 4-MONTH GUARANTEE ?‘ﬂ‘;‘gﬂhﬂ“ﬁgﬁﬂ BRTLE IS - whorsty you chalongs e compitar — O
For estimates phone or send vcur computer to NOBLES is it the other way round?
Spectrum Plus.. .. £16.95 inc parts
post and pack NEW! TH:%;%KE&%P;EEEEAMS FOR
c dore 64 /Vic 20 from £9.95 plus :
Sl g b p!;rts 1., Fontgem - provides EIGHT EXTRA NLQ FONTS for The Amstrad
Amstrad from £18.95 plus Printer — use with Locoscript and most other software!
parts 2. Taxgem - for your income tax calculations and problems!
Also repair specialists for MSX computers Prices £19.95 each inc.
* SPECIAL PCW SHOW OFFERS!! *
NO HIDDEN CHARGES PRICES FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER ONLY!

{subject to stock availability)

w SPECIAL OFFER * AMSTRAD PCW 8256 £369 + VAT + £10 delivery

5 FREE GAMES WORTH £25 | | " \kcReDiatz parate PRINTER BARGAIN
aralle
with each Spectrum repair — Trade/School and Club CENTRONICS GLP/BROTHER M1009 - EPSON COMPATIBLE
discounts arranged

WITH NEAR LETTER QUALITY (NLO)

]
* For free, no obligation estimates phone or send your FHEFEIEE?IER:"IE;\E'FD
computer to NOBLES for the fastest, cheapast repairs ONLY £126.95 i 0
in ESSEX. SO
NOBLES NEW for BBC micros SPELLMASTER SOFTWARE. A powerful SPELLING CHECKER
with a dictionary of nearly 50,000 words - use with wordwise, wordwise+ and view
14-17 Eastern Esplanade - Available on 80 track disk for anly £19.95

S e T
. Michaels Lane
0702 63377/8 (34 St. Michaels Trading Estate
63336/7/8/9 ( M Bridport, Dorset DTG 3RB
7 days a week, 24-hour Answering Service Tel. 0308 27691

24 Hour
Access
PURPOSE DESIGNED TO SOLVE ALL YOUR LABELLING NEEDS “'d "“'9
; NO FILES — NO FUSS — VERY FAST — EASY TO USE
(" PROGRAM FEATURES "\ (FORUSEBY ) [ ADDRESS LABELS )
* PRINTS SINGLE LABELS ¥ SHOPS 80 x 36mm 1000 2000 5000
% PRINTS MULTIPLE LABELS * CLuBS | Nell 1200 21.00 3500
* PRINTS LABELS BY CATEGORY % MAIL ORDER COMPANIES val 180 315 525
% 99 CATEGORIES * mﬁﬂﬂﬁgﬁmm Total 1380 2415 40.25
* DIFFERENT TYPE STYLES * SALERS :
U 70 5000 GBS PER DISK * PACKERS. |\ OTHERSIZES AVALABLE j
% ANY SIZE + DISTRIBUTORS
* ANY NO. ACROSS THE WEB % RETAILERS - ’/PJIJST
* DATE STAMPING * SCHOOLS ey
% SERIAL NUMBERING ¥ CARRIERS - : £ 29 O O +§435
% LABEL CODING i mIHTEBS _ VAT
% FULL ON SCREEN EDITING - % PHOTOGRAPHERS
% COMMAND DRIVEN % ORGANISATIONS F}ﬁhg‘&%ﬁ;ﬁ&gﬁg'
% FIND TEXT AND CHANGE LABEL _ * ANY BUSINESS ’ EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME
# FIND TEXT AND PRINT LABEL p : B\ )
% INSTANT ACCESS —— = : StEsE =
# ON SCREEN HELP (LABELS FOR ) /7 600 FREE LABELS )
#* NEW DISC GENERATION s : 'WITH ALL ORDERS
* SET MARGINS & GAPS. % FOOD A WITH ALL ORDER
% TEST PRINTS * PARCELS  WHILST STOCKS LAST
# TEST PATTERNS * BOTTLES : SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY TO:
* LISTS ALL NAMES & CATS. * MAILSHOTS W s‘n'STE,mnEPT[Pcw}
* ANY AMSTRAD & PRINTERS . % ENVELOPES : by e FLEASE STATE
* USE WITHIN 2 MINUTES * MAN. PRODUCTS e bl S w
\_% + OTHERS o / \ X MANY OTHERS ) \RER NS
CPLEASE NOTE: EASY LABELLER IS A PURPOSE DESIGNED PROGRAM AND NOT A DATA BASE ADAPTION. THE NEED TU)
DEAL WITH CP/M AND DISC FILES IS NOT REQUIRED.
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A JCF is a Job Control File. Basically,
COMM+ has an internal language;
programs created under the COMM+
language are called JCFs. The manual has
a very good section on creating JCFs, and
even newcomers to computers should be
writing JCFs of their own very quickly.
There are lots of examples of different
JCFs for different jobs which can easily
be converted to your own specific
requirements.

COMM+ supports file-transfer (up and
downloading) extremely well. It has
simple and advanced XMODEM, MODEM
4, and 8-bit CRC error checking (even on
T-bit communications). That sounds
complicated, but is very simple to use.

Incoming data can be sent directly to
memory for later saving on disc, or
directly to a printer, or both. There is no
SPOOL facility though. SPOOLing is where
incoming data goes directly to disc as well
as the VDU. With COMM-+, you must first
get the data into memory and then save
the memory contents to the disc.

Other features on COMM-+ include six
different emulations (ANSI, Viewdata,
ADDS, ADM3, Hazeltine and VT-5), auto
linefeeds, programmable user keys,
restoring of deleted memory, three
duplexes (Full, Half and Host (provide
echo back to other computer) and more.
Overall, COMM+ is extremely powerful,
but it may put off the inexperienced
computer users as it is all very ‘technical’.
The manual is a brilliant 246 pages long
and contains some humour (if you open it
upside down, the back page is upside
down, and points this out to you!),

Information

Chit-Chat is simpler to get into than
COMM-+, but has nothing like its power.
Comparing the TASK (Chit-Chat
language) facility to the JCF facility is
like comparing a ZX81 to an Amiga or a
VW Beetle to a Ferrari. The tasks can get
information, send information, and that's
about it!

Where Chit-Chat does beat COMM+ is
in the ease of use for the beginner, It has
an in-built phone directory and comes
with about 30 numbers, including
MicroLink, EasyLink, One-to-One, some
BBs and other services. Auto-logon strings
(your computer sends your id, password
ete. to the other computer at the correct
time) are fully supported.

The software comes with auto-dial
routines for the following modems: Thorn
EMI VX543, DACOM DSL2123AD, Master
Systems MS2123AD and Hayes compatible
modems. There is also a chapter on
writing auto-diallers for other modems. I
tried quite a few times to get a V26bis
auto-dial routine written for use with my
Tandata Tm512 modem, but I was totally
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unsuccessful each time. Naturally,
manual-dial modems can also be used.

Of the two programs, COMM+ is the
more powerful, complicated, versatile and
cheaper one, and is the one I'd advise
people to use.

The history of how UKM7 developed
could take a couple of pages to print (in
another magazine it did!), but simply, it's
an old American program converted to
work on British CP/M micros. An
installed version for the B256/8612 is
available and called 8256 UKMT. UKMT is
public domain and therefore it's free!

It is available from some CP /M user
groups, PDsigs (Public Domain software
interest groups) and some Bulletin Boards
including CBBS SW (0382-53116, 8N1, 300,
1200,/75 and 1200/75 viewdata). I've
never actually used the program, but from
what I've heard it is very good.

I've discussed interfaces above, but
there's also the need for a modem. Any
intelligent modem will work with either of
the above programs (though I was unable
to use 4 Tandata Tmb12 with Chit-Chat).
Probably the best cheap intelligent
modemn around is the WS4000 from
Miracle Technology. For the richer people
out there, there is also the WS3000 range
and Pace’s Series 4 range. The two above
software packages also have their own
modems that they can work with,
COMM-+'s Voyager [1 and Chit-Chat's Sage
Modem.

Autodial

The Voyager Il modem is a good
quality, autodial fanswer modem. It has
baud rates of 1200/1200, 1200/75, 76/1200
and 800,300, It is fully approved for hoth
PSTN and PABX use (BT phone lines and
switchboard).

It has five LEDs on the front: Power,
DIR, RD, TD and Carrier. The baud rate is
selected by turning a knob on the front of

the modem to the desired speed or to the
test mode. On the back there is a standard
RS 232 D interface, a telephone connection
lead and a mains lead.

The modem is simple to use, and works
very well with COMM+.

The Sage Modem is neither auto dial or
answer, only has 300/300 and 1200/75
baud and speed selecting is awkward.

There are three push in-out buttons on
the front and one on the back for selecting
test mode on/off. One of the ones on the
front is a connect switch, pressed to tell
the modem to take over the line. The
other selects the baud rate, both in for
1200/75 and out for 300/300. The
connection on the back of the modem is
not an RS 232 D, but a DIN plug. My
overall opinion of the modem is that it is
too expensive and offers too few facilities.

What's the best system for you depends
on your wallet. Ideally, a WS3000 or Series
4 modem, COMM+ and Chit-Chat software
and any interface. But being realistic and
practical | would advise the system | use;
a Voyager 11, VPCS 8256 and COMM+.

If you have more money, then swap the
modem for an intelligent modem such as a
WS3000 or 4000 or a Series 4.

If when you first bought your computer
you didn’t even know how to plug it in,
and don't know much more than that now,
I'd get Chit-Chat, any interface and a
WS4000 (a cheap Hayes modem).

If you have a rock bottom budget, use
Mail232 software and download
8256 UKMT from CBBS SW.

If you read my weekly page, you should
have a good idea of what to use a modem
for, anyway. Last week's feature was
devoted to Electronic Mail services. For
the business user, E-Mail is likely to be
the main use of a modem. All the big E-
Mail services also allow the sending and
receiving of telexes. A telex machine for
under £800 (PCW8256, interface, software
and modem) is very cheap, as a PCW is
also a very powerful computer, you also
get the use of Word Processors,
Spreadsheets, Databases ete. Not only will
Telecom Gold /MicroLink, EasyLink etc. be
available to the business user, but also
Prestel and some services like the Maplin
Electronics Electronic Ordering service,

Home users will get the ability to use
Bulletin Boards, MUGs, Prestel and the
big E-Mail services. Home users could also
set up their own bulletin boards if they
wanted to; COMM+'s JCF's are powerful
enough to control a BB.

At £220 for COMM+, Voyager 11 and the
VPCS 8266, or £239 for Chil-Chat with a
modem, PCW comms needn't be expensive,
and can open up a whole new world of use
for your Amstrad. <
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@ Deluxe,robust
construct:on

K METAL SHAFT W$AUTO FIRE 7g); +2SELECTOR CONNECTOR 1012 MONTH WARRANTY

Mach | Joystick compatible with: e Sinclair ZX Spectrum 16K.48K,128K,+2 & Amstrad computers # Commodore 64 & VIC 20 Computers
@ Commodore C16 & Plus 4 Computers (adaptor sold separately) @ MSX Computers e Atari 2600 & Atari 5200 Video Game Systems
» Atari Home Computers

Prices nclude VAT posiage & packing Oetivery normally 14 days Expornt orders af no exira cosl Dealef anguinias waicome
Grestan procucts avadabie from tranches of Dixons ISR WIHSMITH § High 51 Sloes and ai good compuler Shops
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CHEETAH MARKETING LTD.

1 WILLOWBROOK SCIENCE PARK
CRICKHOWELL ROAD, ST. MELLONS, CARDIFF
TEL: CARDIFF(0222) 777337 TELEX:497455

FAX 0222 779404
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Tel: (0533) 57479

THE MIDLAND’S LARGEST COMPUTER STORE

FT"H’ HISOFT = FER ==
SO AHE Pascal 80 .. £38.95 ‘ AshlunTamx:ggllllgL&thMFHEE
SAGESOFT Devpac 80 £39.95 'How To Aun Your Businass With dBASE Il plus
anuaarﬁ(.cmn;ﬁ_.. e A SRR T o LR :ﬂ:.g R £39.95 | 'umsmnqrngaaasf;;nmswmmtzzas |
Popular Ac all ! . ;
F'o:t:::: Ac:x:h Pluf ; G o :ég.: gﬁlﬂ;ﬁ&r el i |
Payroll L Ny ey iy == [ ; v R s TS :
"%ungCDth 5 - £189.85 Mominal Ledger ... c.vvevicimravmsarnasssanis £69.95 suwcmzspteadghufmmmepQMwny
Irvoicing/ Stock Control £68.85 Purchase Ledged £69.85 Print Software . £64.85
:a;ucﬂﬁ;;?;ﬂlabasa : o = Eg: Sales & Invoicing .. E6RES5 =
Lrigx ass ..... f
Mzd:mumm Viewgata + Email ... : £239.95 E:f:r“ 3 5 t;g: LOCO MH“’T B'PELL CHECKER
Chit Chat Mail : £69.95 Nuchous’ . . £99.95 Prospall £29.05
g:‘;;’é;‘ewam = £63.95 Elmcnnkﬁl e S P S e p £69.95 QUEST
e . £99.85 NEWSTAR L R T R O L. s E85.95
Sorhpad AR5 2 . £6995  Deita125Database RhR P B e g
Brainstarm . £49.85 Multiplan Spreadshest . £69.95 MICROPRO
Touch 'N'Go ... e e peemen RN MNew Wond Wordprocessor £69.00 Pockot Wordstar . £40.95
Smankey i . £49.85 'm“rmucrggmserCo:leclmmmaulnble— Pockal Calcstar ... ] ] £40,95
DIGITAL HESEMCH please ring for detalls, e
323;:2" i o e AMBOFT The CP/M Pius Manual ................ vereer £12.05
Pascal MT+ £45.85 Stock Conirol/Sales/Invoicing £99.95 Understanding dBASEN .. E7.85
Basic Compler e LR R - - Microfile/ Microwond £4995 HuwTnHunYuurEuumolelhtlEﬁSEll _ £14.90
AMSTRAD PCW8256/512 MICROPRO PO%iggsuSnggE PCWB256/512
SQFWMRE OOLLECTION_ * Pocket Wordstar (including Mallmerge}
70 Programs on 3 Discs including Games, Applications, Utilitiesand | | * CalcStar
Communications, with 350 page Free Software Instruction Handbook, * |nfoStar (DataStar plus ReportStar)
| £149.05
PRINTER OFFERS DAISY WHEEL PRINTER OFFER
* Typewriter quality text output
DOT MATRIX * Qume compalible daisy printwhee|
e ot o =, -7 1 * 14c.p.s. print speed
Sy e e Sy R R e R e e e * 10,12, 15 and 17 pitch gives up 10 138 characters per line
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Clij;izen 120D .. £979.95 Including Centronics/RS232 Interface and Lead for PCW8256/512
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CitizenMSP 15 ....... .... £394,95
CitizenMSP 20 ...... ... £330.95
CitizenMSP 25 ....... T A RN Sy Sisson
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Star SG10 o, 2P e O Y e L L ! EleclrncsmdmLnghlpenforpcwazﬁﬁfasm P T R T
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CIRNDERB 2T o rm e e e et A DS I chirgui cloarancy.
Send to: Dept. No. PCW8a, Dimension Computers Ltd., B T
Large range of printer ribbons in stock — please ring for details | 27/29 High Street, Leicester LE1 4FP,
PCW 6128 Printer Lead e SRR | Item Quantity Price
PCW B256/512 serial/
Centronigsintettace ..ol 58,95 [ """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ) iz dg At by £ o3 e
JUKIPRINTER OFFER [
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DO-IT-YOURSELF
MEMORY UPGRADE KITS
FROM CITADEL.
CHRISTINA ERSKINE
SOLDERS ON

Improve your memory

I: was inevitable really, that as there are
eight spare chip sockets in the 8256,
someone would start offering memory
upgrade kits.

Citadel Products was one of the first to
do so, with the CP512 Kit, 'Kit' is probably
the wrong word for its package, which
consists simply of eight spare Ram chips,
The only additional equipment you should
need is a screwdriver and a sheet of
aluminium foil to give a static-free surface
to work on.

Opening up the back of the machine
(there are six erosspoint headed screws at
the back of the PCW, four of which are
not the most accessible in the world), the
spare sockets are immediately obvious
below the Ram chips already installed.

Easy upgrade

The upgrade is extremely easy to carry
out. No soldering is needed unless you
have a very early version of the 8256
which doesn't have the on-off switches at
LK1 and LK2 on the circuit board.

It was with a sigh of relief that 1 found
said switch intact on my model. In this
case it is simply a matter of switching
points B and D to on, and A and C to off.

If you do have an early version, you
need the soldering iron, Solderlink
between the centre point and A, then cut
the link between B and the centre.

Now comes the really fiddly bit -

vi/POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY

inserting the chips. As the plastic
shielding comes between you and three of
the sockets, it's essential to work from
that end forwards.

I found the pins on the chips supplied
were slightly out of alignment and too
wide, so some rather low-tech adjustments
were made with the flat side of a ruler
and the table top. All the chips went in
fairly easily apart from the fourth, which
upholds the old adage that if something is
going 1o go wrong, it'll happen at the
halfway stage.

From there, refit the back of the PCW's
case, switch on, and wait for the magic
words 386K Drive M to appear on the
CP/M opening screen.

So, of what use is this extra memory?
The answer, frankly, is not a great deal.
The memory is only increased on Drive M;
it's not going to magically increase your
disc capacity, nor decrease the amount
which Locoseript takes up, nor does it
leave any extra memory free for Basic.
True, you now have as much as on the
812, and there are a few 8512 specific
software titles, but they tend to take
advantage of the second disc drive rather
than the additional 256K.

However, if you are already using a
second disc drive with your 8265 - with a
third party produced interface perhaps -
then this expansion will complete the
expansion to B512 status.

Of more immediate use, Citadel also
sells the Radec U512 kit - the chips plus
a second 3 inch disc drive, which again
you can fit yourself. The drive has a
capacity of one megabyte unformatted
and is thus identical to Amstrad's own.

Confidence

Like the chips, the second drive is
fairly easy to install. Apart from the
inevitable screwdriver, you will also need
a small hacksaw to remove the plate on
the front of the 8256 (the one which reads
Green Monitor, Personal Computer Word
Processor, ete). This is done from the
inside, sawing delicately through the
white plastic lugs which hold the plate in
place. The second drive then slots into the
Eap.

Installing both the chips and the drive
is largely a matter of confidence, nimble
fingers and knowing what you expect the
finished result to look like. However, for
anyone who’s not keen on doing the job
themselves, Citadel has set up a network
of dealers who will fit the device, or both
devices for the customer, <

Products: CP512 memory upgrade kit,
Radec UB12 upgrade kit

Prices: CP512 £20.99, Us12 %188.95
Supplier: Citadel Products, 50 High Street,
Edgware, Middx, 01-340 0310,
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Convert your Amstrad PCW8256 to a PCW8512
Only £189.95

Existing owners of PCW8256 machines
can now upgrade to the PCW8512 for
only £189.95 inc. VAT.

B Easy to follow instructions.
M Skills similar to replacing
fuse required.
M Fits internally.
B 1 megabyte internal second drive.
M 256K of extra internal ram.
B No external boxes and cables.

\1\%«

. ! > A .
- i k . 3
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N, /
> Memory & disk u rade kit. 189,95 inc. VAT and

qu.-g nnxupqndd £29.99 inc. VAT an dgg;
P&P

c"hca‘ Send Chet s i:‘:]é';lscirg L;"D Export enquiries 1o;

CITADEL PRODUCTS LIMITED MICRO INTERFACE

rive only £155.99 inc. VAT and
= 1
Dept. POP, 50 High Street a4 T%LESIEE?&: lf‘]?’:‘,g ﬁg.{\g
Edgware.-, Middlesex. HABTEP Tl"]PIX pgga;] ﬁ!]*; BG
Telephone: 01-35] 1848 i 5y

OFFICIAL
SERVICE DEALERS

Immediate Delivery for all
Amstrad Hardware, Software
and Peripherals
We have full stocks at time
of going to press.
Amstrad Stockists for
Cumbria and North Lancs.
[ All goods despatched by
return of post, no carriage charge.

HARDWARE

RRP WAVE
PCW 8256 £458.85 £409.00 (a
PCW 8512 £573.85 £513.00 (a
CPC 6128 green £299.00 £267.00 (a
CPC 6123 colour £399.00 £361.00 (a
CPC 464 green £199.00 £178.00 (a
CPC 464 colour £299.00 £267.00 (a

SOFTWARE databases

A. Tate Dbase Il - PCW £119.00 £87.00 id:
Sage retrieve — 6128/PCW £69.99 £44.00 (d
Caxton condor 1 6128 twin/PCW  £99.99 £73.00 {d)
Camsoft Cambase PCW £49.95 £28.00 (c)
Compsoft delta 6128 twin/PCW £99.99 £70.00 (d
Rat. Sol. Atlas 1 6128/PCW £4985 £33.00 (d
Gemini datagem PCW £39.95 £26.50 (d)
M.P.S. Kwikfile CPC — £10.00 (e)

All prices include VAT, Please add tarriage
indicated as follow
(a) £5.00 (b) £4.00 (c) £3.00 {(d) {‘2 00 (g) £1.00
despatched by return of post

C.A.V.E.

Cumbria Audio Visual & Electrical
48 Cavendish Street,
Barrow-in-Furness,
Cumbria LA14 1PZ
Telephone: 0229 29109

W.A.V. E. (mail order)

Walney Audio Video & Electrical
53 Shearwater Crescent,
Barrow-in-Furness,
Cumbria LA14 3JP
Telephone: 0229 44753
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Pen is the mightier?

PETER WORLOCK REVIEWS THE LIGHT PEN

here was a time, and not so long ago

at that, when the idea of graphics on
a computer meant a row of asterisks
denoting the monthly sales figures.

Things have moved on a bit, and Tull-
colour, high resolution, 3D perspective
displays are commonplace. Except on the
Amstrad PCWs,

The Electric Studio is doing its bit to
change that with the release of a light
pen and graphics software package.

The hardware is simple enough - a
light pen that looks like a chunky, black
felt-tip, connected to an interface by a
length of wire.

The interface plugs into the PCW's rear
edge connector but considerately doesn't
hog the connector for itself. It features a
pigdyback connector so you can use the
light pen together with a modem, plotter
or other device that also requires access
to the expansion port,

The software is a different kettle of
fish with a host of features. Virtually all
of the now-standard features of drawing
packages are here, and a couple of new
ones,

Circles and boxes, filled and unfilled,
lines, brushes of varying thickness, fills in
a multitude of patterns are available from
4 main menu.

Third dimension

Among the newer wrinkles are a 3D
box facility, where you draw the front
face and the program automatically draws
the rear face in full perspective.

There's also a polygon tool, not new in
itself but what is cute is the ability to
rotate the polygon before fixing its
position,

You can also add text to your drawings,
in different sizes and going across, up or
down the page,

Finally, there's the invaluable ‘zoom’
funetion which allows detailed touching
up of your creations.

On the whole, the software works very
well but it does suffer from a few
limitations, especially in comparison to
some recent graphics packages on other
machines.

First and foremost are the problems
associated with the light pen, A couple of
years ago, light pens were the devices of
choice for graphics work. The Electric
Studio itself says, “A light pen is, without
doubt, the most cost-effective and
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AND GRAPHICS SOFTWARE
FROM THE ELECTRIC STUDIO
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efficient means of producing artwork on a
computer.”

Frankly, this is a load of nonsense.
Better by far is a graphics tablet, and
even a mouse is more comfortable and
versatile.

The light pen ties up both hands: one to
hold the pen against the screen - which
can get very tiring - and the other to
operate the keyboard for selecting
functions and confirming actions,

Although it is possible to get pixel
accuracy with the pen, it's not easy to do
50 since you have to keep your hand rigid
against the screen and this can lead to

There is an ‘unda’ function of sorts
which will delete all actions since the last
menu access, or since the design was last
saved. This is rather buried in the
documentation, though, as are some other
functions, so a close read of the manual is
needed.

There's also a problem when working
close to the edge of the screen. Because of
sereen wraparound, the cursor has a
tendency to bounce from one side of the
screen 1o the other. Very irritating.

All in all, The Electric Studio package is
a capable product. <

some odd positioning of head and arm as
you crane to see behind the pen hand.

The software is not flawless either. The
most notable omissions concern correcting
mistakes, There's no eraser tool, forcing
you to change ink colour and then draw
over the offending items.

Product: Light pen & software

Micro: Amstrad PCW 8256 /8512

Price: 570.05

Supplier: The Electric Studio, 13 The
Business Centre, Avenue One, Letchworth
Garden City, Herts SG6 2HB.
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THE
NATURAL
BUSINESS LINK...

...FOR YOUR
BUSINESS

THE COMPLETE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM FOR THE

% AMSTRAD 4 ATARI 4 IBM 4 APRICOT %

MAP COMPUTER SYSTEMS LTD., 105 WINDSOR ROAD, OLDHAM OL8 LRP
_———-————_——_1

PLEASE SEND DETAILS TO:
I NAME COMPANY I

ADDRESS. =

| TELEPHONE

TO MAP COMPLTER SYbTEME LTD., 105 WINDSOR ROAD, OLDHAM OLS 1RP,
———————-—————-

See us on Stand 1102
at the PCW Show, Sept 5-7

See the Amstrad PCW
innovators demonstrating their
new product range . . .

THE ELECTRIC STUDIO

Unit 13, The Business Centre, Avenue One, Letchworth, Herts SG6 2HB
Telephone: Letchworth (0462) 675666 (Technical); (0472) 895720 (Sales); Telex 825585 PSL G
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Greasing the Ansi

supplement

4+

PETER WORLOCK DISCOVERS WHAT TWO

he apparent obsession of some

reviewers with word count facilities
may bemuse non-professional writers.
Surely it's quality, not quantity, that
counts,

However, there are two reasons why
the quantity is important. First, most
publications pay by the word so it's nice to
know how much you've got coming.

Second, most publications allocate
space by words - a writer may be
commissioned for 2,000 words. If the final
article is substantially longer or shorter
than that, the author is likely to become
the objeet of a production editor's fury,

So one of the drawbacks of Locoscript
as a tool for professional writers is that it
doesn't have a word count facility.

Twao professional authors - Christopher
Priest and David Langford - have set out
to remedy that with a program under the
unlikely name of AnsibleCheck.

It's a stand-alone utility running under
CP/M, and it performs two functions: a
straightforward word count, and a
repetition check. The latter looks for
words that have been typed twice, one
immediately after the other. A common
problem, say Messrs Langford and Priest,
and one that's difficult to spot on a
monitor.

After saving your Locoscript file, you
insert your AnsibleCheck disc and reboot.
You'll probably find that PIPing the
programs to the RAM disc is easier and
eliminates disc swapping.

When run, AnsibleCheck asks for a
filename and does its business. Wonders of
wonders, it reads files from any
Lovoseript group, not just group 0,
although you won't be able to get a
directory of files in other groups because

S.F. WRITERS CAN PRODUCE TO HELP
STRUGGLING USERS OF LOCOSCRIPT
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write a single sentence without
the word “grease” in it.

And that's just what Grease
does - it tells you the frequency

CP/M doesn't recognise them.

As a bonus, the disc contains a
diverting little program called Grease.
The name is derived, apparently, from a
story in which an author has his entire
output analysed by computer which
reveals that the word he used most
frequently was “grease’".

Thereafter the poor sod was unable to

fnsibleGreasE analysis of text file : |

Estimated word count:

Unigue words counted:

& maxinua
tagg?e

:
N
EXIT the progran

striau 1lphahet1c word l}r

i1splay list in order of frequency
change niniAua &1591&9!& frequency:

displayed frequency: 2

uutput destlna iom:

265 h

e e

57
[] of words in your documents.
It's more than just a little
bonus.

Apart from being an amusing
recreation, greasing vour files has one
very useful aspect. It will reveal a lot
about your writing style. For instance, if
any word of the flannel variety (like
personally, fundamentally, obviously, and
s0 on) crops up a dozen times in a
hundred word document, you should
realise a re-write is in order.

Civil servants should find it especially
helpful.

Ansible Information will have other
writer's utilities available in the future,
among them an indexing utility.

On which subject, 1'd like to see a
spelling checker that will work with
AnsibleCheck.

At £10.95, AnsibleCheck is reasonable
value and does its job flawlessly. <

Program: AnsibleCheck

Micro: Amstrad PCW 8266 /8512
Supplier: Ansible Information, 84 London
Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5AU.
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Account for yourself

EDWARD LODGE TAKES A LOOK AT

THE MAP PACKAGE, WHICH IS TAILORED

rom the very launch of the PCW, it

was obvious that although it was
being sold primarily as a word processor it
was potentially capable of fulfilling many
other office needs at the same time, If
only the software was available.

This is where the advantage of heing a
CP/M system came into its own. CP/M
was the main business operating system
until the advent of MS-DOS, and so a large
pool of tried and tested software was
available for the Joyce, which only needed
.minor changes to become fully fledged
8256 /8512 products. Such as the MAP
Integrated Accounting Suite.

Suite

This suite of programs, consisting of a
Sales Ledger, Purchase Ledger, Nominal
Ledger and Stock Control programs, is
definitely not a home aceounts package. It
is a professional business accounting tool
that small businesses who already own a
PCW, but have not yet computerised their
accounts, will certainly find of interest.

For those not familiar with accounting
terms, a Sales Ledger is where you mark
down your sales (got it so far?) - although
there is the added problem of Credit
Control and so on - and a Purchase
Ledger is used to keep track of
purchases . . . who you bought the goods
from, when they need paying, ete. A
Nominal Ledger is a slightly more
complex beast, being a record that
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summarises all the financial transactions
of a company.

Naturally, the Nominal Ledger
encompasses aspects of the first two - so
with manual systems, more than one
entry must be made. However, if you use
an Integrated system, such as this one,
entries made in the Sales and Purchase
Ledgers are automatically logged into the
pertinent section of the Nominal Ledger.

This cuts out the problem of reconciling
one set of accounts with another - most
often caused by human error putting
down differing entries when transferring
figures from one ledger to another.
Although the three modules can be used
as stand alone programs, maximum
benefit comes with using all three.

System

The package comes as two program
disks (single sided, one on each side) -
and all the data files are held on a
separate disk. It has to be said that this is
a program that is going to be pretty
laborious to use with a single drive
system; specifically you might find
yourself coming up against lack of space
on your data disk. Using a two drive
system, the single data disk in drive B can
store enough to satisfy most small
businesses.

Initialisation (the setting up of account
files, stock levels, etc) is done using a
separate program for each section of the
package, but all the files are held on the
single disk, so ‘multiple entry' requires no

changing of disks.

Perhaps the most useful thing a
computer ledger will do for you is, not
only keep record of the various
transactions, but act upon them,

Thus, customer invoices, statements
and the like can be printed up by the
system - all you need is the correct
stationery which MAP can provide.

= Without going into details, the ledger

seems to have all the standard features,
plus a few others, such as variable VAT
rates and flexible accounting periods.

Purchase

Likewise, the Purchase Ledger keeps
records of and will advise you of the
various outgoings of the husiness and
automatically prints out remittance
advices and cheques.

As mentioned before, the Nominal
Ledger is fully integrated with the
previous two ledgers - with entries being
posted automatically. Full trading
aceounts, balance sheets, and profit and
loss sheets - everything the average
accountant would want.

Stock Control

Stock control is usually one of the
biggest headaches for any business, and a
decent program is worth its weight in
gold. Minimum stock levels and re-order
levels can be set - so at any one time, the
program will report which items need re-
ordering, and how much it will cost.

Throughout, this is a very
professionally put together package, with
much of the system under menu control,
Security is not overlooked, with user
defined passwords often needed to access
parts of each program.

No-one is suggesting that you rush out
and blow your £149 on this package
straight away - but if you are thinking
about computerising your accounts with a
PCW, this system has many features that
will interest you and is excellent value for
money, <

Program: Integrating Accounting Suite
Micro: Amstrad PCW 8256 /8512

Price: 5149 (or $40 each)

Supplier: MAP Computer Systems,
105-107 Windsor Road, Oldham OL8 IRP.
Tel 061-624 5662
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