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RADIO ONF's
flagship D) Steve
Wright was caught up
in a row last week
over his show's
popular Mr Angry
character following
the release of a same-
named computer
game,

And to make his
bload boil even more
the star revealed that
he was already in the
midst of negotiations
with a different game
publisher — eventually
tracked down ta be
Gremlin,

The controversial game
has been written by new
budget label Code
Masters as part of its first
ever balch of releases, He then reserved his my agent and legal copyrighl. “He is not

An illhl.:;:r shocked judgement, wishing to see  department.” anybody Wirw:;“ an
Steve Wright told BANG: 5 o of the game belorne ANErY Man in a
“Whoever they are, they d"u:rrm whal action to Future pl‘OhlElTlS stopping you from taking
are in breach of copyright.  ake, “) haven't actually Mr Angry isjustone of  pictures. | understand that

6 Public, Big Dish,
- Paul Young, Nik Kershaw

Vietnam, Aces of Aces

STEVE WRIGHT  Mat smiling now that Mr Angry has been posched

 TECHNO-HATRED:

Mr Angry istheproperty  seen it yelso | don'tknow  twelve new E1.99 games  the ather one is someone
New Model Army trash of the creator and the what the circumstances  launched this week by who apparently phones

BEC. 1 am to all intents are. Perhaps you could get  Code Masters. Boss Jim in. Ours is just related 1o
computers and purposes the hold of it and send it 1o Darling did not foresee ~ the game.”

creator.” me. | would wanl (o see any problem with

BANG: MIX THOSE MEDIA AND PRESS THE FAST FORWARD!
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[01e: UPS —
AND DOWNS

JUST FIFTY days
after launching the
PC 1512 range,
Amstrad is set 1o
hoick the price up by
around 12 per cent.

The news came afler
aweek in which
Amstrad chairman Alan
Sugar fought a public
battie 1o trash a “dirty
Iricks"™ campaign aimed
at undermining the
1512's worth.

Psychologically
important

The price rise doesn't
take placo until January
181, It means that the
eniry level 1512 will now
burst through the
psychologically important
£500 barrior, once VAT is
added.

Officially, the rise is
being altributed o the 24
per cant fall in the value of
the Yen — crucial 1o a
firm like Amstrad which
buys many components
and manufactures in the
Far East.

However, one oddity is
that Amstrad did not
signal any intention last
week of an increase in the
prices of its olher
machines — which
presumably have also
been much affected by
Yennish fluctuations.

Just thres weeks ago.
Amsirad chairman Alan
Sugar said in BANG that

he was considering
increasing the 1512
prices as a means of
helping 1o maich the
damand 10 tha supply. No
mention of this factor was
made last weok by
Amstrad, though

Althe time, BANG
noted: “Though this (the
price increase) appearad
to be an off-the-culf
suggestion 1o halp control
demand, nothing should
aver be ruled out with
Amstrad”. And so it has
proved

Meanwhile, Sugar was
putting himsell about last
week in an attermpt lo hit
back al an alleged "dirty
Iricks”™ campaign. Central
to this was a story in the
Sunday Times suggesting

that influential megacomp
ICI had rejected the

1512s due to over-
heating problems

To this, Sugar
responded that it was "a
load of bloody rubbish”
put about by compatilons
who must be “shitting
themselves™

And he added: “Would
Ford produce a Cortina
that-had a radiator that
overheated at every set of
traffic lights7 Absolutely
nol. It's an absolute load
of rubbish.

“The biggast paople in
tha industry are doing this
in a very clear way — very
craftity and sarcastic.
Calling us the computer
that melts and all that sort
of crap. It's a smear.”

s O

SUGAR — 1512: One with temper rising, one with

prices rising . . .

“HELLO, I'M not
dead.” This was the
quote which starfed
off a ball of confusion
involving a dead
Programmer, a nol
dead programmer,
Ocean, the

Advertising Standards

Authority and a
whaole load of people
failing to agree on the
simplest of points,

Basically, it concerns
Ocean and its failure to
bring out an Amstrad
version of American
Football simulation
Superbowl. A
pernickity person
complained to the
Advertising Standards
Authority saying that
contrary 1o adverts in
certain magazines,
Superbowl was not
available for the
Amsirad.

Grave comments

Ocean told the ASA
that the programmer

responsible had,
unfortunately, died, hence
the non-appearance of the
game, Bul, BANG last
week received a phone
call irom the supposedly
dead programmer saying
that the game was indeed
finished and that Ocean
simply couldn’t be
bothered to release it

SUPERBOWL: Not destined for Amstrad release

Tony Cooper noled
from beyond the grave:
“It's definitely finished
and | have a copy here al
this very moment in lime.
I resent Ocean saying that
1 am dead and the only
reason thal they haven’t
put it oul is that they
couldn’t be bothered t0.”

Tragically killed

Meanwhile, Ocean boss
David Ward denied all
knowledge of Cooper
saying that he didn’t know
the individual
programmers connecled
with the game.

“We coniracted il to
Tony Knight and he told
s that the person that
wias doing it was tragically
killed in a road accident.
Therefore we haven’t

released it because the
advertising was done for
Superbow! six months
ago. What is the point of
releasing it now!”

Knightmare

BANG contacied Tony
Knight, Cooper’s former
employer who now works
al Rainbird.
Umndortunately, his
immensely interesting
commients cannot be
reporied because
everything that he said
was, afler a twenly
minute conversation,
deemed to be off the
record,

So, although Spectrum
and Ch4 owners can
sample the delights (1) of
Superbowl, it seems that
Amstrad users won't be
ableto . . .

STINKER

He claimed that he had
not asked Wright or Radio
Ome for permission (0 use
the name because he
“didn’t think it was
appropriate.” He did not
foresee any future
problems either, <1 they
did approach us | would
say to them exactly what
Fve just said.”
“Coming in his
pyjamas”

Legal advice has already
been taken by the firm but
Darling stressed that this
wis usual policy with any
game. He also refuled
suggestions that a game
with the words Mr Angry
wrilten on the front would
mislead shoppers inlo
thinking there was a
connection with the Radio
Onie character, “If you
look at the cover it's a
chap coming downstairs
in pyjamas.”

Wright added that talks
had not closed concerning
the possibility of a

licenced game, despite
him admitting that no
decisions had been made
at all, The plan currently is
1o release a computer
game and board game
featuring characters from
s shaovw.

“On their heads

Gremilin boss lan
Stewart told BANG: 1
hawve had discussions but
mothing has transpired as
yrel

“1 understand that
Steve Wright is very
protective about his
creations and he's every
right to be. It's on their
heads, | don'l think Steve
Wright or his agent can be
very happy about it It's
very unfair on the
creativity involved in
those voices 1o go ahead
with something like that.”

Steve Wright had
similar problems with his
“alwight™ catchphrase
following «omedian
Michael Barrymore using
it in his act. On that
occasion he accepled that
catchphrases were
virtually impossible to
copyrightl.

HELLO JON

OUT THIS week is Mirrorsoft’s lcon Jon, a
graphic adventure for the Amstrad.

The author is sixteen year-old Mark Roberts and
the character is based on a mechanical mouse. All
the usual things like rooms o explore and
commands are featured in a game which
Mirrorsoft describes as “bizarre”.

Promised

fcon jon is for all CPCs and costs £8.95 on casselte
and £13.95 on disk. A Spectrum version is promised for

early next year.

Don’t
count
onit..

FAMOUS
CALCULATOR
maker Casio is
planning to launch a
leany weany
computer — probably
in February next
year.

Exact details are
skeichy at the moment
but it looks like the litlle
baby will have 8K RAM
and cosl around £140.

Won't fit in

There will also ba
special add-ons ke a
40K RAM extension unit
and a clip-on disk drive,
All of this presumably
making it a “pocket
computer” which won'i fit
in your pocket

Any bets on a delay
1007

ACHTUNG!
ACHTUNG!

OCEAN has briefly
brought a halt to its
if-it-moves-licence-it
policy to release The
Greatl Escape.

Having said that, it is
exactly the same
scanario as a twenty
three year-old film also
called The Great
Escape. Butit's nol a
licence. Honest.

Nazi nasties

The player takes the
role of a prisoner of war
during WWII with the aim
ol escaping from the
camp, Various Nazi
nastias include barbed
wire, guards and
“ferocious dogs”

It is available on the
Spectrum for £7.95, C64

and Amstrad versions
should follow — both
costing £8.95.

B S S S SE—
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Rip it up and |F/VE

start again ..

FOLLOWING STIFF
allegations of
“ripping people

off” III?Sultwale
has temporarily
withdrawn its new
Spectrum game
Crimebusters.

The Blackpool-
based former Oric
specialists made the
move al the end of last
week after a barrage of
criticism from budget
kings Mastertronic.

Rude words

1t was claimed that the
slogiarised Dravid pones
Da f
Spelibaund with
Mastertronic published
last Christmas.
The firm's Alison

Beasley exploded 1o
BANG: “It's a blatant rip
off . . . They are scraping
the bottom of the barrel

« « - They must be out of
their heads, trying to have
a quick clean-up before
Christmas and then
bugger off afterwards,”

When she'd calmed
down a fraction, she
ex the
i fudl. 11 seems that
Crimebusters fealures
“the same characier set
and windowmation
Ve hndgque developisd by
David Jones, it has the
same litthe man moving in
the same way, half the
graphics have been
copied — are they
lichding, or what?”

AL 1]K, boss lan Sinclair
seemed mildly
embarrassed at the furore

“which came as a

)

complete surprise to me.”

No rude words

Crimebusiers was
written by the Cambridge

programmer Harry Price,

forestalied by the
withdrawal — but it has
not yel been ruled oul by
Mastertronic,

Meanwhile on the
David Jones front,
Mastertronic has said that
his new game
Stormbringer s due in
January.

Wow — this looks just like Spelibownd! What a rig-ofll (Er, this

is Spelibound - Ed)

FORW

ARDS

gmmm?m
New Model Army mourn the
death ol live music

8 C16 OF THEM AND
IT'S A MIRACLE

Al abowl The ar , . . whai
was it again?

10 BANGING OFF
Reader drivel plus loads o1
comp resulls and a pic
capiion contesi as well,
phew!

12 “AVE YOU GOT A
LIGHT BOY?
Getting the lewdown on
Faster Than Light

14 GOING
Jetm Lennon gets his deeth

R P e e

ALIVE-OH

NEXT WEEK Beau Jolly launches its new
compilations range Five Star Games.

Like the current Computer Hits Il it's going 1o
be out on all lormats — right down lo Beeb,
Electron, C16, Plus Four and even MSX.

Ninety per cent

Games included in the vanous listings are Spin
Dizzy (Activision), Zoids (Martech), Scarabaeus
{Ariolasoft), Who Dares Wins If (Alligata) and Threa
Weeks In Paradise (Mikro Gen).

The fimn’'s Colin Ashby lold BANG how the name
was decided: "We wanted a nama that depicied mos!
of the games’ live star or ninety per cent plus ratings.
We decided ninety per cent plus wouldn't make a good
nam for a title,™

Last bit

Five Star Garmes will cost £8.95.

5 FANTASTIC HIT GAMES

Intp CRL's Draculs (Areyou 1 MADNESS NIGHTS IN BLACK
sare absut this? — Ed) A load of halls la.lTll .

16 SPITTING IMAGE 20 elc REVIEWS iyt s
Withalearintheeye and @  Strae! Sarfev, Ace of Aces,

brick in the hand we say Vigtnam, 188, Cyrus il

bye-bye

18 ACROSS THE
BOARD

Lapping acrass the dining
roam table with Star Fleet

18 COMPETITION
Arinlasoll gets shirty

Bito
Greg Ingham

B

I
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BASIC
ECONOMICS

ARGUS — THE firm
with a bigger
shopping basket than
Princess Michael —
appears to have
gained the bargain of
the cenlury.

Whereas it previously
loved to lavish billions
and frillions of pounds
on wming successtul
software houses into
mere labels
(Quicksilva, Bug-Byte,
A'n' F elc), it has now
discovered — rather
ingeniousty — that it is
a lot chaaper to simply
make a name up.
Create ils own label.

Spear

And so Grand Slam, a
spors simulation label,
came into being
spearheaded with the
dublously entitled Pelar
Shifton's Handball
Maradona

Argus’ Pater Holme
Claima that the game
“isn't just another football
tithe™ adding “the playear
lakes tha goalkeaping
position — it |8 vary
difficult. All the games on
the label will cost £6.95
and it's going 1o be out
around the tum of the
year."

HANDBALL: Would Argus get
away with this?

over Ultimate's future but

The Ultimate
in coin-ops?
1 imn- =
ANYONE REMEMBER Ultimata? If you don't it's
probably because only two games have been released
by the firm since December lasi year

It seems Liltimate's boss Tim Stamper has got bored
waiting as wall because he's started up a new firm
Rare UK's the name and it'll be writing games for
Nintendo coln-ops

The first one's called Stalom and —
bonng fact coming up director John Lathbury
's apparantly the first claimad it would continue
time someone other than  "as normal”, Three new
Ninlendo has written for games wore due for
gant Japanease firm faunch this autumn but it
seems uniikely that they

will appear belore tha
year is oul

The move casts doubts

For Split’s
sake

SLOANE RANGER publisher Domark has
remembered the oh-so-successful
Commodore Plus Four and brought out a
game for it.

It's a new version of Split Personalities —
originally called Splitting images, but we won't ge
into that — the computerised jigsaw game.

Mot worried that it might only sell twelve copies
co-biss Mark Strachan told BANG: “It's not sometiseg
that one might normally do bul we have a programees
who knows the machine inside out

“We thought we'd give these chaps a chance o bes
some good software.” The new “nol quile as good”
conversion Costs £8.95.

Trivial drivelling

By the way Domark is still drivelling on about Friviad
Pursuit, A Young Player's Edition will be available on
Spectrum, Commodore, Amstrad, Beeb and Atar at
E14.95 or as a question pack at £7.95,

SPLIT PERSONALITIES: Ron soon to fly onto the Plus Four

HIGHLANDER

WIN FREE OCEAN GAME

Have | got a fierce, mega-fantastic competition for you
this weekend, or what! The name of the game is
Highlander and BANG has got fifty coples of il (o give
away courtesy of Ocean

The game is based on the film of the same name which
hit the circuits earlier this autumn. To score on a free
copy Highlander, answer the three really simple
questions below,

Send your entries 1o Dolores De Prize Person at BANG,
BTC, Bessemer Dirive, Stevenage, Herts, 5G1 2DX
Questions

1. Who is the star in MHighlander the film?

2. Name three Ocean games,

3. Name two other Ocean games based on efther TV
programmes o films




A comical

effort

AFTER ALL the hullabaloo Palace’s first
product since Cauldron Il finally goes in the

shops this week,

The Sacred Armour of Antiriad includes a free
comic — as featured in the second ever BANG —
and is only the firm’s third release in well over a

year.

Hoss Pete Stone revealed the masterplan which led to
the inclusion of the comic. “Firstly we thought it would

e i - e T N A A VR st
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Elektra s
, nglish WAl
- ( ( d relpased Now That's
- Whal | Call An Alan
gl’l(lcs Compilation last week.
L Actually, it's called Alar
. Smash Hits Volume 6, to
111 ; nobody's great
? t( )() amazement. Cosling
£9.95 on cassaite and
IF YO had releasad £14.95 on disk, il leatures
Atari Smash Hits 1.2, 3. 4 good ol' Eloktragiide,
and 5 and ware about to Tirneasip and the
release another Synsoft'a'US Gold duo
compilation, what would Dredbs and Ford

be an interesting way 1o tell the background story rather  Hey wow mags Antiiad serserishot and all st you call n? Apocalypse

than a lol of text on the

inlay card. Secondly, Dan
Malone wrote the game
and he's a comic artist. He
enjoyed doing it.”

Worked on

Unlike with Cauldron
Stone claims there won't
be b follow-up. The next
Palace game is currently
being worked on but
keeping in line with
current practice il won't
b ot this year,

Out

Antiriad will be out on
the three major formals
costing £8.99,

EDGING
TOWARDS
CHRISTMAS

WEIRDY
LONDONERS The
Edge have
announced that
they're all ready lo do
battle for those
coveted Christmas
posilions.

Leading the attack is
the CB4 version of
Bobby Bearing while
close behind are
Shaolin's Road,
Fairtight Il and Artist /1,

Boss Tim Langdell
reckons the conversion ol
Bobby has had people
“jumping around” with
excilemeant. “It's been a
phanomeanally good
convarsion, The speed s
aven balter. | find it hard
to believe.” he said
naturally

Shaolin's Roadis the
follow-up to Imagina's Yie
Ar Kung Fu and is again a
home varsion of the
Konami coin-0p. Langdell
added that Faidight il is
appearing despite the
onginal “still selling a year
later”. Continuing his
modest muttenngs he
said that it was “the first
aver true Spectrum 128K
game”

Last para

Bobby Bearing costs
£7.95 on C64 and
Shaolin's Road £8.95 on
Spectrum, Fairfight Il is
also out first on the
Spectrum al £9.95. Other
formats are said to be
“imminent”.
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COMMODORE o SPECTRUM
£8.95

AMSTRAD £7-95
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" . . And did you know that OCEAN's axplanation of anything: “This is not
chairman David Ward opaned the somathing we 've done on purposa —
world’s first roller disco in the it's somathing we ware forced 1o do
Hallywood nightclub “Flippers” in Basically, MAP has become very
19787 profitable this year and we needed to
No, of course you didn't. Same as expand
you didn't know the tale all about the “In order 1o do that, we needed
massively unaggressive AMSTRAD, working capital. Unfortunatedy, tha
tha boring BRONSKI BEAT, the bank relused to make i available,
collapsing ST JAMES® CHURCH saying that they wantad lo use it 1o pay
Piccadilly, and a fund-raising aff our debt to them . . . The new
campaign, Well, The Bronskies used 1o company will buy all new, old and
work in the church's cale, which gets axisting stock from the receivers. After
tham out of the way. And the church is all, the old MAP is a going concerr . . .~
Time for more gossip slander, seeking to raise £1 million 1o stop it And 5o it runs on and on and on — A
innuendo and out the other, Time lor falling down, or somathing though never quite standing any d‘
more sordid tales. Tima 1o — (Gel on Big campaign launched, loads of chance of becoming al all rational .
with it — Ed “stars” (Donald Sinden, Barry . . Hot news from the charts! Afer all ¥
OK. Just two weeks ago in this very Norman, David Steel, Anna Rasburn this time, Interceptor's Vestron s a .3
column, there was the thought that the and er, Norman St John Stevas) re-aniry al Number 3 this week. Bul B
curse ol SHORTS would soon strike lending support — and then the St how can this be, | hear you ask. How
SYSTEM 3. And what happens? The James' peaple realise thay need a can a game suddenly leap back in for
international Way Of The Exploding = compiter o keep track of it all. na reason at all? Can it have anything
Martial Arts Boom lirm is hit by Someone impresses them with the to do with this baing the MSX chart?
plagues, pestilence, disease, boils and old value-for-money line about the And doas this mean that MSX Vastron
fioods. Amstrad PCW 8256, They toddie off io sales are now in double figures?
Well, leave out the first three, and Amsirad. Request a machine as a .. . Whoops. Have 1o ba careful with
they ve always had boils s0 . . . Yes, fraabie — charity worlk, ideologically sales® thay're software housas’ viritility
fioods. Thera they were, all ready io ba sound, all that sor of stulf, And symbaois, whare the “mine is bigger
swallowed up in the corporale beast Amstrad? The dear old public-spirited than yours” syndrome is always to the
calied ACTIVISION — who'd neatly things tell 'em to shell out £398 (“plus fore, Which is why it's welcome 1o
prepared a bijou basement flat for VAT") like all the rest . . . SHORATS 1o INFROGRAMES and it's
Mark “Ripper" Cale and the lads al its - . . And now, a sideways jump into the madasly bosstypechappy. David
Hampsiead HQ — whan the greal rain business markel, whare there's prool Crosweller. Candid fellow admitted
god did pour forth flal-ficodingly that el serioso boys can be even more he'd sold 7,000 Vera Cruzes, Does he
galions of the walery stuff donkheaded than their games' mind people knowing this? | couldn't
Trouble was, Cale & Co had quit counterparts, due to the impenatrable give a (Cartain bodily function deleted o
their last place, and so wore homeless, ways of capitalism hare — Ed). No one’ll believe it H
All the wise persons in London refused Enter stage left a business software anyway." “
to put them up, and so it did come to publisher called MAP. It went into . . . Inmuch the sama way &s no ona Il
pass that the goodly System 3 crew receivarship earlier this month and has believe that Crash/Zzap/Elc has an arl
“ were forced to spend a week in a vile prompily bought itsell out for a snip — editor called Dick Shiner (which
wildemness — Cale’s flal, That'll tsach leaving behind a trail of debts which it sounds more like some vile
‘am 1o have a stupid motio like claims will be pald al some slage occupation), The fellow has finalty
H J “Parfection is the only accepted And why has all this happened? Try restyled his nomenclature to Richard
state” . . . this for the year's most implausible Shiner
9 A THE COPYWRITER'S ROLE
- 1570 INFORM

i : WITH TODAY'S
TODAYIT'SNO LONGER THE CONSUMERS, WERE 1N

THE COMMUNICATION
BUSINESS.

— MEMO

! h‘hl;lun.nmf.wh'mnpmkd ;
Wy fovcing 4 low-up pacheied T‘l:' . | CONSUMER AN ALLY,
M‘m-hwuwnu:u | “ p‘mﬁﬂ

BRC prmendabTY
o

£
By arsstgument W D0 ! e
C =
m————— '?‘l

THE ARCHERS witty, entertaining TWICE SHY Dangerous action

and programmed by Level 8. adventure — a new RamJam classic,

Awvailable for Spectrum, Commodore and Amstrad (The Archers also for Atari and MSX)
Camseties £9.95. Disk versions coming socn,
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tricks into music-making. To
make thiir point they
wrformed No Resf— so far
iy 1op thiry single -

Qf The Pops last

gl Army

thay W
he endangered
species. There are 18
hands around whao try
as hard as them to of

avoid the 19805 ride on  really hxE
the rock 'n’ hear the musiH

maore, IU's all sop

rollercoaster. There ara good bands Y

The three angry YOUNG  uround but there's a lack o
man from Bradford have  guppon for those bands —
perfactly lormed snarls not from the public but from
bust will never have the radio and the press.”
looks of Billy Idol. They Dbwiously thore are valid
are a thrag-piece but will points against igronng
never fill Wembley like technology but Slade is not
The Police did ‘Eh&'l' WIIE  gaving it should be ignored
“sacially aware” lyrics completely. His point is that
butthere’s no Welleror  peqple have become sg
Costello amongst them usad 1o formulas ig
They make records but preduction o
will never make the top Frankis
twenty. rec

NMA lsck animage and 1
spurn hype. Basically
they"re nat daing thin
modern way. |l fg
Slade the L
managed to ge
glossy pagaes of
One or Mizz firs) in his
dighikes column would 8
tha ward technology. Yep,
good oid technology — that
Thatcharite Messiah which
Is supposed (o be leading
Britain into the next century.

fuitar
Qut whern
g you gl

org
mum
NMA 1

1 g released the
HIISI_G bizz pap Last year's taarm
gossip EMI could well ha

Slade, Rob Healon
[drums] and Jason Harris
[bass) are ugly, noisy,
cantrary and angry, It's not
surprising then that they're
not exactly regulars in the
tabloid music bizz pap
gossip colums. “Britain in
tha 1580 has for tho most
part the music it deserves
Wland, unchallenging and
wioriginal. New model Army
are & major part of the
opposition,” clams Slade —
real name the far less
rebethious Justin Sullivan

Hie hates the way Paul
Hardcastle, Feargal Sharkey
and the hke have welcomad
lechnalogy and computer

8 change of course, KO
producer Glyn Johng —
who's previously twiddled
knobs for The Rolling
Stones, The Clash, The Wha
ofc, etc — was brought in
According to Slade there
wils no pressure and a
listen to the LP Ghost Of
Cain proves that
technological wizardry is
stll completely off the
aenda.

"He's the best prodocer
Im the workd. He won't use
compuiers, Basically s
idea is stick us in a room,
mike us up, and ot us play.”

apinian of computer o e

NMA: Not a compitar of pop star in skght

FCHNOLOGY
— [PTOURS?

cauvsed an embarrassing
silence. Pachaps 's not the
kind of question a nearly-
rock-star gets askod
ovoryday. After the sort of
pause & real computer
journalist would've called a

o Maga-pause, he said: "They

W00t @ great favourite. |
fikall: It's more

pirfoct SHE
sounds whic
distoried by hyg
programg
Ny R

ying live but
o admit that

PAD always that
g, When a live
performance consists of
quitar, bass, drums and the
odd dodgy vocal that's
bound 1o be, But as
Bullseye's Jim Bowen
would say "That's the
gamble”

“What happens is if wa'ne
doing lorty Shows all aver
urope is avary now and
ip wa'r bad. That's
s wa don't do the
ghaw. We don't play
We can be
L or appaliing.

i
st 1
Paul
thisra is 8
+be. A screa
title from the add
only be played if a
boxes and swilc
programmed g

Mi N-N-}

boat NMA

ave

Alittle enquiry as to his e
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From the legendary co-creator of
THE DUNGEONS & DRAGONS GAME"

GARY GYGAX

and the associate producer of
THE TRANSFORMERS SERIES™

. FLINT DILLE

Comes a new series of solo
role-playing adventures
HERO'S CHALLENGE ™

Three game books out now in
Corgi paperback

2]

CONGH




8 BANG November 1st, 1986

When the C16 was launched two years
ago it seemed destined for obscurity.
Then last Christmas it appeared in bar-
gain basements for only £50. It sold
thousands as people snapped it up as a
cheap games machine. TONY HETHER-
INGTON looks at the sort of almost
success of the machine that should

have failed »»

Mastertronic

Best seller — Formula
One Simuator

Look out far — Modecode
Man, Storm

"Surprised how well C16
tithes are selling. Wea'll
Kesp pumping them out.
£4 94 disk software
BOON7T"

Elite
“Wo'll continue with

although
sOmE miy e cut, down ~

The world’s least compatible
machine

The C16 has got to be the oddest machine the
computer world has ever seen,

It seems incredible that it ever got off the
designers” drawing board!

When it was launched Commodore was enjoying the
success of the Cbd which was rivalling the Spectrum
as the games machine. So instead of building on that
success with a C6d two, the Cl16 was created.

A computer without the memory of the C64 {only
16K), no sprite graphics, a different CPU making
conversions difficull, a dedicated cassette recorder {but
not the same one used with the Co4) and two non-
standard joystick ports!

O the phus side it has a total of 121 colours
(different luminancies of 15 standard colours plus
black) and wasVery cheap

It says something about computer users that the Cl6
sold and the totally compatible MSX machines didn’t.

Budget Machine, Budget

The vast majority of C16 software is budget. It's
understandable that someone who paid only £50 for
their computer isn't going to spend £15 on a single
A

So the Cl6 charis are dominated by budget games

Last week five out of the 1op 10 were Mastertronic
aames a company amazed ai the machine's success
Lip to the end of September its bestselling C16 game,
Fomula One Simulator, had sold 121,574 coples.

Om average the pick of the full price games sell only
a quarter of that

Games, games and more
games

Without doubt the C16 is a games machine and
software houses have tried to cram as much as
possible into 16K as owners demand the quality of Cé4
qames,

One way around the problem is to have games that
load in parts such as Anco's Winter Evenis where each
event loads separately. A turbo loader can cut down
waiting Hme which also gives the player and joystick a
breather,

LUnfortunately some games are cut down to fit 16K
and lose a lot of their appeal. In others such as Elite’s
Frank Bruno's Boxing the C16"s graphics make it a
better game than the Co4d original!
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SIX ACTION PACKED GAMES FROM

wErg ATLANTIS g
;-_' N N

“WIN THE RACE"

“SCORE THE GOALS"

Snace Escort

COMMODORE 16./PLUS 4

“STEAL THE DIAMONDS"”

“KILL THE MONSTERS”
“SAVE THE WORLD"
o= === = == -
TO: ATLANTIS SOFTWARE LTD
GREAT GAMES, GREAT VALUE : .7y 28 BTATION ROAD
| PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING C16/PLUS 4
AT ON LY £2.99 EACH GAMES AT £2.99 EACH (INC. POST & PACKING)

| J ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/PO FOR £ ....ooovvven.

DEATH RACE[]  SPACE ESCORT []
LEAGUE CHALLENGE[]  MYRIAD []
ATLANTIS GAMES ARE AVAILABLE FROM MOST GOOD PANIK[] COPS’N' ROBBERS []
SOFTWARE OUTLETS OR, IN CASE OF DIFFICULTY, FROM DDEABEE e ovsonsccrspmiimssrsesmas i it ST M SOTOOS

| ADDRESS .......... P P S O

ATLANTIS SOFTWARE LIMITED RS S I e B
28 STATION ROAD, LONDON, SE25 5AG |

........................................................................
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]

WITH DR X

Letter of
the minute

SICK AS A PARRGT PART [ — The Budgie Strikes
Back
Now then chaps, DAL “ere again!

Are you all sitring comifortably? Then 1l begin,

In 2 word, to sum up everything that licks hip’, style,
interest and most of all ‘Street credibiliny’, MSX

What is bt that forces all the readers 1o write i about
such an outdated, unused, forgotien about computer
system? (Should be hurled into Amstrsd's rejected
clobber hin — prety grim place, eh? ) In st ) think §
should bee wwarded an MSX page so | can rescarch into
all the latest gamies and products for this wonderful
system. What's the fiee — wordage? 11 he the cheapest
article cverl!

Amrway, cm;u.ﬂ\ of the depressing siull, let's get to
grips with real probiems, MSX uscrs take note — 4
sensible ( HAT) letter with original ideas. Get the
s

Why is it that computer people, with that | refer (o
software companics, give us so much HYPE about their
new ‘Wwizzo' product? How brilliant i plays/sounds/is,
hieww true o the real television seriovbook film erc. But!
Whien it actually materialises, well, ket's he frank ('m
nuct i the habit of slagging off things, am 12 ME! MOV ) i@
might as well fallen out of the afore mentioned roject
bin.

What goses on in the buildiogs of soltware writer
definitely not the obwvious! The ‘powers: that-be” think of
some brilliant ideas, admintedly, bot as soon as they 've

BANG to
writes ...

i . . o
Lige. 7 f ;\}".‘_{:ﬁ‘\di';* if
0.4 PO

ia";é[’;‘-‘:ﬁi i $ IR
N B

fE A M',ls

Wothing to do wiih this letter - bt mach more interesting
than MSX ..,

thouglit of how the adverts shoubd fob the product off
the poor devils scem o have mn out of imagination 1o
crcabe the game. [Us all very nice advertising yoars
hefore the product’s finishied but months and months of

ing for somcthing that tums out wo be prey nal

just makes me a bit dubious of all the promises that the
company make. A good hint would be to keep a prosluct

Hi there

After the letter | wiote
in yesterday | thought |
wionlkd write in offering
v an exclusive. HANG
WRITERS ARE UNDER
PAIL,

Please fimd enclosed an
item | have found in this
week's Privale Eve,
written by someone called
Texnia Yatos, Can this be an
alias name for your yery
own Tanla Yates?

The workd awaits with
bt wivatsits
All the best
Stever Adlarims
Cambridge
PS5 How dies Tania malke
her hair stick up like that
— because mine looks just
like a bog-brush

Your exclusive sn't an
exclusive, It's
something known by
all of us here,

“Tonia Yates™?
Shorely shome
mishiake?

As for Tania's hair —
it smnds up due o the
creative tension of
working alongside such
wonderful — (Thal's
enough drivel — Ed).

uncler wraps, until it was finished then it would hit the

bitc

Dear BANG

I note with inlerest a
lerter from Magsood
Interesting { here s the
fiFst €rror — more to
come § All from Virgin
Games, in BANG 6. Mow
every so olten | grace the
gang of five's office with
my presence and help
them oot when they need
help learning o program

1 have met said Mr Al
{or linle Max as we like 10
call him when he's
allowed into the building )
andl can tell you sincerely
that the most inferesting
thing abotit him is his
rather dull haircut. He
docsn't actually do
anything productive: wo
let him sit in front of an
1BM and pretersd
oocasionally — if he has

market with a bit more UMPH! Afver all, ic's UMPH that

sells the games.

PHEW! That's the scrious bit over with. You can open
your cyes now. { Docs anyone actually resd this
rubbish? ) Incidentally, thowght your anticle on rosers
was protty good. Ie's great pulling XR3s to bits, ‘cos 1
know pienty of people with them. Great!

Anyway dear hearts got 1o go

Take Care for now
Youurs cver
South CLiT
Scarborough

girl

cranks back into life.

DAZ 'LOVERBOY HOOPER

Lowe N studf o Tanda ( That photo was great ... |
rather my younger sister has it on MY bedroom wall)

s, How's about my own column?
PPS. I'm mot sexist about Tanda — but Vo glad she's o

{Can | have her address, pleasc? )
(EXITS STAGE LEFT ON HANDS AND KNEES )

MSX; Whisper it not, er, ‘Loverboy’, but there are
some of us not too far away from this office who
might possibly agree with you. Can't say for
definite, in case the MSX letter-writing machine

Hype: Don't knock it Software house bosses are
the brave new harbingers of a differcnt sort of

language, where style, content, tone and meaning
have all been distorted into a post-Modernist
midlange. To understand thelr utterances it
usually helps o insert al beast three “nots” into
each sentence. Equally, any reference 1o “superb
graphics” means that the game is massively

tedious. Always.

P5: All this Tania studf is getting out of hand. 11l
have io recommend that we sack her so that we can
get serious letters about sprites and strings and, er

—phapsnot. ...

in’

heen good and made us
lists of coffee. To answer
somie of his wild claims:
1 That he had his picture
printed in the Afdlifant
Pertups this is a mis
spelling of The Valiant, a
hoy's paper o which hie
often writes, I you could
see his sweet docile
cherub-like face you
would understand why
they printed his photo, o
of sympathy.
2 That he slept in a oot
until he was 12 years obd
Miomy that he's 13 he seems
10 have kicked the habit
3 That he's been in a hot
air ballooan with Richard
Branson — ind in Santa’s
sleigh no doubt,

Shoulkd you szill be
imterested in finding an
intefesting programmer,

then you aced look no
further. How's this for
starters
1 Author of the highly-
regarded ( thank you
Mum ) cule classic
Strarngeloangy on the G4, It's
o0 o]
2 Rimgleader of the
(TS I'gl‘l Illlllt imovement
Hang-Dire Straits-and-
Cucen-fans-from-lamp
pomts-and set-fire-wo-them-
revolutionary-army ( or
HIDSAQFFLASFTTRA lor
shorts )
3 Creator of scores of
Canoon classics o,
“Degeneration Game”,
“Jesus ws a Punk” and "1
marricd a Werewall™
Copies avallable on
request
4 Possessor of astounding
musical taste and
discernment, Fan of Hasil
Adkins, The Cramps Sphee
5 Dovastatingly
unatiractive
6 Founder of my own
church

1 ool goon Cand on
and on ) but 'l et you
come begging to my dior
for details. Meanwhile

[ e




kcop printing Max's
letters, it cheers him up
Poerhaps vou would like
sordid details about the
other members of the
Gang of Fivef
Sincerely Mine
Simon Birrell
Cambridge

Can 1 take a wild guess,
Simon? Will you let me?
Oh — so kind.

Well, gentle reader,
this muay prove
completely wrong, bu |
would say that young
Simon here does not
necessarily have a

L - o
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HEAVY
ABUSE

Dyear De X,
BANG had o big artbcle all about the Dodgy Goeeers
fromm Melbouine House this week

Bt | don't think they're Doddgy Geezers at all. | just
think they're boring self opinionated idiots

That s ail

ks For letting me say that
Joe the Stick
Umiovn Raoadd

warm relationship with | Shelficeld
Magsood Inferesiing Yorks
Al

Am I right? Praps
Magsood' T tell me . . . place ...

Cor — that's certainly put the old Dodigles in their

“We aren't boting, sre we Trew!™ “Uh, huh ZZ2 ZIF rrrsex”

PIC CAPTION CONTEST (1)

The Dangerous Brothers being completely and utterly
dangerous again. Millions and milllons of budding
script writers wrole info BANG 's Pic Caption Contest
with offarings aither screamingly hilarious or tolally and
complatety boring. Ha

The winner of the contest was Daz Hooper from
South Clitf, Scarborough. Martin Peterson almost won
but he didn't. His suggestion was: Rik: “1 hope our sexy
screaming fans are watching us”. Ade: “Yeah, | can
08 "em both”. Martin came from Warley, West
Midiands, and probably still does

TANIA

PIC CAPTION
CONTEST

Whal's got into the walking carpet? Someathing must
have pul that sparkie in his heady eyes . .

If you want a £10 token fo spend on software all you
have lo do is suggest what the old bean might be
saying. The zamer the suggestion the better chance
you have of winning.

Sand your sugigestions to Tania Yales, BANG, BTC,
Bessemer Drive, Slevenage, Herts, SG1 2DX. Make
that belore November 5th, All others will be bumed at
the BANG bonfire party.

PIC CAPTION CONTEST (2)

Alan doesn't look at all pleased with Alex "Hurficang’
Higgins. Simon Machell of Wallasey, Wirral suggests
Higgins has snookered himsel by saying "Look al this
greal new ciganaite vendor . . . Whal do you meanit's a
computer?” P, Morris thought it might be something
along the ines of “Yes Alan | know that snorling coke is
bad for me, thal's why I'm testing this great new
suction mathod”. Um well ah Simon Machell is the
winner, uh because | say so and I'm absolutely brilliant
(Have o gel back fo you on that ong — Ed).

TANIA

WINNERS
ALLEYKAT

Hello, hare | am again bringing good fortune 1o all (wall
forty of you anyway). The winners of our Alleykal
compelition, sponsored by Hewson, have been
chosan

Thay are:
Noel Winstanley, Quishielkd, Welshgool Kewin Burton, Totion,
Southampion Kevin Young. Swidon Surroy. Stephen MoHugh,
tachum, Surrey. Dan Green, Redot, Herts. Peter Boyko,
Chortton-Cum-Hasgy, Mancheste:, Paul Serber, Harogabe, N
Vorks David Stephena, Uckiield, Easl Suasex Cheis O"Rourke,
Bofor, Lencs. lan Shaw, Enfinid, Maddx Mark Watkins, Amarsham
Burss Adaen Pean, Luton, Bade Steven Weal, Bitarne Park,

e sere  ephan Crattres Bracdtoeod W 'rm_.!. Alimtair May,
e Scoieed Caedl Batasaia, Sione Newsngton London. Bung
— Y Seeeags e SAVEn My, Naniaits Lo

Tymi. Farukh Adia, London, N18 7PT. Allan Carlion, Aniaby, Hull
Richard Aftree, Wellngton, Somersel. Sara Marsay, Siockion-on
Teos, Cloveland, lan Jolley, Lewes. E. Sussex. Dean Allen,
Liarsambe, Swansoa. B, Nyas, London, ES BN Jonathan Purkis,
Abvaston, Doy, DF Gﬁlrlﬁr. Erfeilg, Machche N Whardan, M imw
Mukds. Amanda Greanwood, Bramley, Leeds Darryl Archer,
Siotfold, Beds. Lisa Stade, Clwyd, N. Wides, Robert Redley,
Siough, Borkshiro. Michael Duigan, Folxstows, Sufos. Paul
Warren, Stourbnaige, W Mudlands, Glenion Muller, Cariion, Noits
Sunil Aaga, Wathamastow, London Lioyd Malloy, Chandanakd
CGilasgew

I must be a ray of sunshing in your lives and | bet you
just can't wait for another of my brilliant competibions.

FIRELORD

Hey, hay, just looky here what I've got lor you lucky old
ral-bags. Forty of you have won a copy of Firelord
@ach. is that good, or is thal good?

WINNERS

Leslia Dodd, Polokahislidy, Glasgow. A Burgess, Rolherham, 5
Yorks. S Caldwell, Newiownabibey, N, bolsnd Kevin Bur-
ton, Totlon, Squthamplon. B Hobaon, Huddershaeld, W, Yorks. C.
Kaye, Bromborough, Wiral Fysn Betty, Keflerng, Northanls
Rodney Trogaks, Siough. James Findlay, Haftwhistio, MNorthumboes
land. Breit Collier, Walihamaiow, London N, Birtwistle, Egedon,
Bolion. Nell Parker, Modhamgion Newlon Ayclite, Durum Marc
Cooke, London, N4 100, Paul Sruoga, Graiseloy Estale, Wol-
wvorhampton, Mark Bytneway, Bolsower, Chosierfield. Crabg Daw-
son, Chelmskey Wood, Birmingham. C G Edge, Over 'Whitacre
Warks A Jones, Leven Drive, Belfast John O'Donovan, Manches-
s, Allan Caribon, Anbby, Hull Alan Tannes, 51 Jamad, Northanis.
Garming Cheung, \sckadise, Nols. Lse Alderof, Cheadie Heath,
Stockpor!. Lee Couch, Carnoustie, Scoland. Simon Rah, London
SW3 4TQ. Andrew Wyall, Sccup, Konl. Stephan MaoHugh, Mdch
am. Surrey. Allan MeGregor, CGlusgow. Richard Lang, Croydon,
Surrey. Matthew Saunders, Chesichuch, Dorsel. Darven Garbutt,
Suthanland Terace, Losds Martin Owen, Casminrvon, Geynadd
Giorgho Vearey, Peacehaven, Easl Sussex Gavin Hunl, Norih

Barnes

Shinkds. N , Hatfinld, Herts. Mike Jones, Easthourns, E
Sussox. Barrie Day, Rayligh, Essox. & May, Moray, Scolland
Congrals everyonsa.

See Ya

DOLORES
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inton, West Midlands
jing to be the name of the
was changed to Lightforce.

H8as0n success — Lightforce straight in at
pr twi — has meant a sudden increase in
sttantion from sceptical on-lookers, Many thought
"that a firm which had built up its reputation through
adventure games could not cope with a transition
into zap ‘em-and-smash 'em arcade stuff.

Director Ted Heathcote shared no such view,
“We mounted a considerable PH campaign for the
|abel and the reaction was terrific.” Greg Follis and
Aoy Carter have written the FTL games just as they
did the Gargoyle ones — 50 apparently thera has
been no trouble changing style, .

Gargoyle has bean successful — its last game
being Heavy (n The Magick — but just eight games
have been released in three years. This is instark
contrast to a firm like Ocean which seems to launch
seventeen a day.

Goggle-eyed whizz kids

“Adventure games take approximately five
manths Lo write and are axpansve to market —
although they do always sell. We decded the time
was right to get into the arcade action markeat.”

FTL is counting a lot on gaining European and
Japanese sales — somethung which can't be
achieved with English text adventures. He far fig
walcomed 8 suggestion that transiations mighi
overcome this. "We'd probably sell aix,” ha rep

Gargoyle doesn't only differ because it likeg
redoase ture games on an adventure la
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D B2 TR R B NS T DT e |
THE LP AND CASSETTE {

FEATURING THE CURRENT TOP 10 SMASH
‘'WALK LIKE AN EGYPTIAN’

+
THE HIT SINGLES

. ‘ MANIC MONDAY"
= IF SHE KNEW WHAT SHE WANTS'

-

CBS 26659
A0 20659




GARRY MARSH gets into the night
life of Transylvania in a big way this
week with CRL's Dracula. With
Count Drac after his blood will Gazza
survive this latest adventure or will
he become one of the living dead?

ED ARMOUR

GOING

Sit back my friends,
while | relate my story
and warn you of
things to come

There | was idly sifting
through my mountains
of fan-mail, when |
came upon THE letter, |

F

opened it with some tre
pidation; my- lettes
opener was unavold
ably detained eclse
where. Thus 1 read

"My Friend Welcoms
to the Carpathians. | s
anxiously expecting yos
Sleep well tondghi rrw

cammiage will awalt you and
will being you o me. | fnes
that your journey from
London has been a hapesy
one, and that you will en
joy your stay in my beaus
ful land

I was signed “Yous
friend Dracula

My blood ran cold as
fumbled with the leties
something fell out! | was 8
lisk, floppy by natune
from “CRL". What a clot
felt, this isn real | said =

myself this is
teractive adventure based
Bram
tale. This was a sample of
things 10 come, Part 1, of s
three part adventure

a ne

o Stoker’s classi

novel

Within this chapler
shall encounier my Wors
night-mares. as | stay
The Golden Krone™, be
fore | journey on to Castle
Dra lipped
while @ my disk inde
my maching; [angs didn®
seern quiite dght! | dimmeed
lights and sat back

ny dislk

Beat the xxx outta

him
Ah! Here at lastl The
oach pulled up outside

the' Grol Krone Hotel. 0
noticed a distinct lack of
stars or AR signs) A
strange W gothic
befell me and | re
with gr interest b

with fear ¢ 1 i
heart. Having lelt my
coach, | 'was informed (
a few sieps o the cos
would tnke me to the hote
and a good sc
But there w
ing. as | ided to g
the coachman,
rough-looking fellow
siood before me, blocking
lll"' EI ih
thought, and duly ¥
He rocked back
serves him
thought
Urmrghhh! 1 thought as
ke then tred to dislodge
myy bran with his fist, and
sent me flying into the
mud. Now according {0
CRL | supposedly arise {0
face the coach with & new
found respect. No chance
mate! I'm gonna beal the
wxx outta him! OOOPS]

Peas

Cheat a bit

My he's angry now, he
just keeps on hitting me
and now I'm wondering
what compelled me o
stard this little “téHe-a-iéte
Oh look he's got a knife, is
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ERGROUND 3DD

he gonna sharpen a pen- —— —
cil? No! he ain'tl NOI
Please Nooooooo!

And so ended my first
encounter with CRL's Dra
cula, This is a really "good
adventure, full of
text, almosphene and
of unexpecied happ
ings. To be ho
heat a bit, 2
er look al i}
It is in K

seen the Qudll wus pr
duce such grag and
they are of “real” varmnpires

and the lke! Much more

Mustrator’
But although I'm

youll see other e

It wigh
they are good) an into
the excellent texi. Within
“Part 1" there are the fol
lowing locations

Devious things

Location Oy "Outside the
hotel”, location 1; “In the
Fempier of thee ho!

Al the receptio
location 3; “In the dining
room ., location 4; "On a
small gloomy landing
lecation 5; "My room” and
location 6; "Chnside the
hotel”. "What only
hear you shout!

Yes. but the massive

wird of texl available =

ncredible and so the
many, numerous, d s
things that can t Il you,
withim such a s wdven

LN

CHARITY COMPILATION TAPE
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THI
PRINCE'S TRUST

ture, and remember (his §
only "Par 17, and its mem

ory usage is

large. Becan

I 55
11 (R oo 1 IGHTHING DISTRIBUTION LTD ’ -~
away, I'd hate 1o spoll your 841 HARROW ROAD ;

fum — W you can call it that! LONDON NW10

A

app
the g roorn, try diffe
renl things 10 eal and

drink, their combine
may well affect your night
ahead! |
A litthe note 1o CRL, not |
really a gripe. How can
you “pay the coachrman™ i
you have "nothing of sig

nificance"?
Amyway “Fangs for the

memones!
Happy Adventuring
GARRY MARSH

PITFALL N ACTIVISION PITFALL Il ACTIVISION
PSYTRON BEYOND SPACE PILOT 2 ANIRDG
FALL GUY ELITE PSYTRON BEYOND
Al ASTRA GARGOYLE FALL GUY ELITE
SAM STOAT SAFEDREANER  GREMLIN GRAPHICS | DEMONS OF TOPAZ HREBIRD
SPLAT IRCENTIVE SHEEP IN SPACE
MUGSY MELBOURNE HOUSE | KOMG STRIKES BACK DCEAN
KONG STRIKES BACK DCEAN BUACK THUNDER -

CHEQUERED FLAG PSIDN DEATH STAR INTERCEPTOR!

BLUE MAX U.5.60LD TALLADEGA
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1857: Bath attended Cambridge School of Mt studying Commercial
At for five years

1980s: Fluck worked as 4 treelance lllustrator fee P Stutesman,
New Society and Town Magarine

Luvw werhed at The Dbsarver, The Sunday limes and woa a grant to
Rend Collage, Orepon where he was artist in residence

1970: Fluck started doing tancature madels

1975: The two jained forces and began praducing models for
magazine covers. Thess incleded: New Yok Times Magazing, Der
Spiegel, Stern, The Economisd and the Radio Fimes.

1879: They produced an illustiated version of Dickens’ A Chasimas

Gl
1981 The beginnings of what Bnally became Spitting loge
1884: On 26th February the first ever programme was shown en (1Y

1885 The Spitting fmage Book was pubiished
’ammnnmﬁ recorded in London for NBC i America

Those latex
lovelies, those
Muppetson
speed called
Spitting Image
finish their TV
run this Sunday.
And quite
possibly, they
won't be back.
STUART DINSEY
bids farewell »»

one spon started appearng
wheraver the Royals did —
usually with "fawn, fawn,
fawn, fawn, fawn” baing

ebbit's into mutsered under his breath
leather, chains Burnett had dug his own grave
and torture. and Image jumped at
Hattersley the f walking all over
slobbers. 'L.

Thatcher's a baldie, Dr
Owen's a closet Tory
Brittan's a gluttonous

i, though, 1s
ally too simple
that it s well

wartface, The cabinet its third series
consists of nothing but etoh progression
spineless idiots. d. Onginally,

a character such
ustin Hoffman set up the
Puppet with anormous
strugghng to re-craate
Successes thus

ering gverybody ahout his
film. Similar scenes were
p over and pver Bgain

at's the British
scane Spitting

5 the final
Prince
1S an gnorant and
ronated old foal. Princess
Annae resembles a horse
Princess Diana has a teenage
erush on Simon Le Bon
Charles is sweaat but usually
ignorad. Edward thinks he's from Thatcher's dominance
amart and funny but s really o MNow the Spitting Image
prat Thatcher does not have to
That's the British monarchy have had backing from recent
Smittang Image-style and apart real events — such as the
from perhaps tha crush, most axaing of & minister — to slap
of it's about right soald or bully her tRam-mates
Similar descriptions of the Similarty, the result of The
church, sports personalities, President 8 Brain Is Missing in
TV personalities, workd the firat sarmes is that since
leadars, pop groups and non- then Reagan has always been
celebritias (.e. Donald Sinden) portrayed as senile. To most
would all halp to prove the observers this again isn't that
same pont. The ammunition far from the truth, but it a
for the wicked satiris g of bit miskeading. If old b-movie
public figures, be the 4 Ronnie is senile then surely we
tall, fat, bald, respected, should be worrying about: |t
hated, non-aligned, political not laughing at his senior
SDP is there to start with isors making bed-time
Usually just like tha
caricatures themselves the
distortion and emphasis of
character stems fromthe @
subject not the imagination

in tha Thatoher cabinet
the latest boob from
Heagan

As time passed simply
trillions of jokes emanated

o0&
a‘nau is wrong
Tim Watts and David
Len are both behind-the-

anes cancaturists who
A "mmrth' aw and make the show's
hooter ars. Stoten has his own

vienws on the US figurehead’s
development. "1 actually think
that the way Reagan is

Alistair Burnett, ona of
Spitting Image's self-
confessed obsessons, is a
perfect example. Both hig
latex hkeness and latex
character are born from fact
Just because nobody had
noticed Burnett's red bulbous
nase until it blew up ona
Sunday night doesn't mean his
real nose isn't & newsworthy
hooter. AV Spitting Image did &
was draw attention to it
Honest

Similarly, Burnatt had
suffared crticsm from press
about his grovelling to the
Royals before Spitting image
jumpad in, The nobbly nosed

own right. It is only when a
“topical” gets insarted that
the viewer s reminded that
they ere supposed to be raal

what was currently going |




e e b g e i

o —

.pe A "topical” is a skatch
n Saturday or sarly
because the team is

waiting for

built up

o matter who the
persan i or how
nasty the sketch all
at Spitting Image
pledge allegiance to one
philosophy. “The whole show s
deliberately set upnot tobe a
kind show. People get. in the
show because thay are public
figures and they should be
abile to take the knocks sa well
os the praise.” Those ware
the words of Watts but could
have come from snyone at the
London dockland HO —
Including the tea lady

It could be said that the
show is 60 strong and
established that the read-tha-
news-write-the-sketch format
& no longer needed at all,
Future Spitting Image
projects will more than ikaly
prove this, but there's still
room for mid-seres additions
Edwina Currie’s oh-so-tactful
comments about
MNortherners' sating habits
and Harvey Proctor's
spanking fetish made sure yer
more Tories took the glory

How to find banana
skins 3

Spitting Image will argue
until it's blug In the face,
though, that it is attention
and not palitical persuasion
that decides what goes in_ It'8
not the scrpbwriter's fault
that the Government is in the
nEws mora than anyone alse
and that those within it are
skilful exponents of how to
find banana skins and slip on
tham spectacularly

Spitting Image humour is
ephemeral, you only have to
hstan to the current Spit in
Your Ear album to notice that
Jokes about Randy Andy and
Arthur Scargll have dated
very quickly indesd

Thus, many models which
have had hours spent on them
never appaar moreé than onoe
let alone gat updated, "Eighty
Lo ninety per cent of heads
are kept purely because we
havan't got time ta re-do
them. If that minister wha's
spanking little boys’ bottoms
pata his hair cut we won't

change anything because he
probably won't appear again,
But obwiausly if Kinnock or
Thatcher changed at all then
we would,” added Watts

A result of this surplus of
creations s Watts and
Stoten's spin-off company Art
Of Nose which gives an outlet
to ideas which pop up whilst,
doing something else.

f changes do occur they're

not usually noticed

anyway. The grotesque

Disna of the current,
seres is a new attampt at the
slim-fine tabloid Queen. Many
believe the latest model s
deliberataly designed to ba
Juxtaposed against the real
Di's beauty. Stoten denies
this. “Diana has been
HOMEONE Wi've constantly
strived to improve. She has
proved to allude us as a
cancature basically because
sha's quite attractive,”

The Royals are a constant
source of material. The
fruition of the Queen's family
into Great Grandmothar,
Grandparents, parents,
uncles, sunties, and kids
provides the perfect set-up
for a soap opera. Thus, we
ses the Royals at the
breakfast table, the dinner
tabla, watching TV and s0 on,

There are no boundaries.
Snippets of Charles asking
Diana to play Mr Wabbly Hides
Hig Helmet or Edward boring
eveérybody with “alternative”
humour effectively means the
tabloids are being out-
tabloided

A packet of Rolos

Fleet Street and Wapping
may be able to meke a front
page out of Di buying a packet
of Rolos but thiey hisvan't had
Prince William running around
with a maching gun — wall, not

m about the troubles

g‘ﬂ CUrrent seres

has finighed it will be a long
tima before another —
aspecially ong with the same
format — returns to our
screens. This country prides
itself on its sanse of humour
Whether it is right or not is
another matter but thet pride
15 5till thera. Spitting Image
has proved that whether
you're & mouthy publicity-
eaker or the Cusen mum, you

arsed public schoolboys safe
in thair non-alternative
nltarnative clolsters
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' has come and gone. At the moment i seems very.
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Warp into Star Trek combat action as to stop a giant amoeba Each tum the Captain
TONY HETHERINGTON signs up for SOcifiura s systom - oS ¥ e maie of
the Fl Ba or a duel with a Klingon  warp and impulse engine
Star Fleet Battles »» Battle Cruiser. boxes and can allocate
Most scenarios are two thﬂmmhcmqrwlhl
player games pirting the rent of the ship.
- aldll of one Captain
irust the other and are
tar Fleet St
played out with counters
Battlesputs  on a hewed board.
you in - Each player ako has a
command ship's systems display
ofa chart with a number of
Federation starship in tmmp.: ﬂmﬂf you can keep that side
a series of warp ' sCanners, engines and away from anemy attack.
speed dogfights with These aren't easy
Elingons. Gorns, + degisions to make
Romulans and giant This is sasy at the ‘;‘owfw*h;:;
Space monslers. beginning of the game but  komulan Warbird is
as the engines become closing in for the kill - but
damaged your problems then, anly the best
grow. You must keep yous become Starship
life suppori going but you  —aplains.
could save enargy on
some of the shields il only I you insist,
Tony

Seven different
scenarios and two
longer campaign
games sel out your

weapons, life supporn and
damage control systema

As the phasors, photon
torpedoes and disrupior
bolts take their 1oll boxes
are crossed off the
damaged syatems. Lose
all the boxes and that
particular system is lost. If
i's a shield or lile support
system than you're in BIG
trouble!

Warp's it all
about?

Once you've masterad
all seven scenarios then
try one of the expansion
games that offer new
ships, aliens, scenanos
and weapons. Like the
ariginal they only com
E14.98 - the price of some
computer games . . ,

You'll find them in any
of the specialist board
game shops such as
Virgin Games Centre or
Games Workshop,

A must for all Trakkies.

A sar fleet banle can
be won or lost by a

mission, whether it be

Captain’s use of ensrgy.

DRESSED 10 KILL

Hi there. We've got zillions and squillions of really
wicked T-Shirts to give away this week (well that's a
litthe bil of an incy wincy lie actually) Ariolasoft has
sponsored a compelition in BANG. What happens is
you answer three easy peasy questions and the first
entrant gets all four of these wacky T-Shirts and the
next twenty five entrants get lo choose one of the
T-Shirts. Get that? Then get on with it

|

:

t

]

|

El questiones:
1. Name three Ariolasofl games .........occeiieeeninnnnens

e LT LT B P S R

2. Name three more

3. Mame three games thal are pol from Ariotasofl ...

Fan letters, money and of course eniries must be
sent lo Tania Yales, BANG, BTC, Bessemer Drive,
Stevenage, Herts, SG1 20X

K

T.SHIRT
COMPETITION

NEXT WEEK — A COSMIC
ENCOUNTER
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and

The coir e
or home

mayvhem is =

machines in twyg on three
machines and 2 houses.
TONY HETE ! 2 for
the gog

importing the C64 version written by
Madness, the g Electronic Arts), there is a hidden level
people crazy in the g that can be entered by doing
finally rolled intg somathing at the right time and in the
Incredib 1
obstaclg Coin-op
Ay 16 C64 as have
Mies, hammers and

Irad and Spectrum owners have

Completaly different game as game. construction sed feature that allows you
Melbourne House has used the licence An excellent conversil to build, aler and save your new
mnmdu:th;;mbfam all time great [ T designs in which you can build
Construction Set. .

64 MADNESS

v, MARBLE
MADNESS
C64
Ariolasoft <
(Electronic Arts)
£9.95 _

-.- .-
goal. H

at tha of a series of 3 are well known, bui have
o d narrow pathways ated the market before the
: “ow‘ you over the side, 1 al is reloased? By fighting for the
1 g- ) Spectrum and Amstrad rights
If that wasn't difficul! encugh there [bourne House obviously dossn
are other rmarbles known as stealies v 2 i ;

whao try to push you off, vacuum

cleaners that try to suck you off — no

witly comments, please — and

hammers that try to stomp on you.

Add 1o thal marble-munching .
5, roaming acid pools and

/
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if it can be mastered, can "M
you quickly past some tricky -

i

3
%
q‘
%
§

)
A

Y

¥
%’

£

bonus points and more time to attempt
the next level. Run out of tme and your

n the two player game both
marbles are wying to run along
¥ paths of the scrolling
ne player gets left too far
d be lost when the
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VIETNAM

US Gold
C64

BANG
REVIEWS
 J

| The BANG SEAL OF APPROVAL is only
awarded to the best games. If you see this buy
it immediately.

) ) )

Press the FAST FORWARD button and play
this game. Check the comment 1o find out
why.

Put this one on HOLD, There's something
wrong with it that will spoil your fun.

«(

Oh No! This one's a real lemon. REWIND

quickly. It could damage your brain,

180
Spectrum, C64 F“N
Mastertronic

£2.95

Grab yourself a pint and a handful of arrows
for the pub darts tournament

Local heroes such as Tactical Tel, Mega Mick
and Big Belly Bill stand between you and the pub
CIOWT.

On the oche and you have to control a hand that just
won'l keep still {perhaps you shouldn't have had that
last lager!) Press fire and you launch your dart

Aher each throw a computer scorer chalks in the
totals

On your opponents furn the screen changes from a
dart board 1o a scene in a pub and a side view of his
turn and his considerable gut.

Each of the eight opponents you may meet have
different tactics and preferrod finishes but since you
enter the lowmament in the quarter-finals you will only
face three in a game

If you dan't reach the final you can always get some
practise or play a friend or try to beat the clock by
playing “round the clock”™ within 80 seconds

A nice mixtare of skill and oo

Graham Harris




FROST BYTE
Micro-Gen
Amstrad CPC

Mikro-Gen is one of
those strange houses
who's been around
for years, peaked all
of a sudden, and is

reviews, and alas [ can't
see this one reversing
the rend.

you in charge of a
Kreezar, (looks and
moves like a “slinlky”
spring) attempting 1o free
his five Kreezer chums
whio are imprisoned in the

coloured sweots thal give
you extra speed, height or
resillience, Otherwise it's
just a simple end-over-
ond joumey around the
locations aveiding a
fiendlish array of colousful

many leaps have to be
pixel-perfect. Personally,
I tire of all the pumplkins,
tennisballs and frogs who
pop up these days in
Arcade Adventures, each
ona harder 1o control than
the last.

Somewhere along the
line programmers are
forgetting that in the coin-
ops (still the best indicator
of really popular
software) control is

gameplay.

On the plus side Frost
Byte is the pretiest game
I've seen on the Amstrad
(with the exception of
Heartland) and scome of
the larger sprites are truly
excellent in their use of
colour and detail. The
gound is OK and the demo
mode is probably the best
chance you'll have of
seaing many of the
HCT@ens.

I personally found the
screen display a little

cluttered, but this oo
appears (o be becoming
the norm and if you
compare it to, say,
Electric Dream's Prodigy,
it looks positively sparse.
All in all, not bad, but
nol great aither - sadly an
epithet | might equally
well apply to Milcro-Gen.
Tina Milan

£7.95

1f you like your game
action to be fast,
furicus and loud then
book your seat on the
next SUN STAR
destined for the
Xxarion Star
Corporations solar

Your job is to collect
as much energy as
possible without losing
your ship

The trouble is getting
fuel in the 22nd energy
isn't as easy as pulling
into a garage.

Instoead you rmust hurtle
around the maze-lke grid
al breakneck speed
blasting disrupter pulses
to collect the fast moving
enargy crystals that are
left behind. Meanwhile
you mustavoid the grid
walls and disrupter pulses

| that key o ['d be hotfootin
* #over a fire pit. That's

otherwise your game will
ond

To help you in your
mission the SUN STAR
ship is fited with an
impressive 3D display as
well as long and shorn
range scannars although [
doubt you'll have time 1o
usa them.

Turn the volume up and
warp in.
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STREET SURFER

Cruising the streets

Co4 on your skateboard,
em picking up empty
Mast nic Coke bottles while

£1.99

avoiding cars, oil
sticks, and road
 © crossing chickens is
s \ the plot of another
s . cheap and cheerful
1 Mastertronic game.
=T You start the game at

J..,;.- k] ¥ ihe beginning of a three

i it mile stretch of a Pole
e Position-style road.

o

MEAN

Al the bottom of the
screen are two bars
repregenting speed and
energy.

Every time you get
totalled by a car, chicken
or odl slick you loge some
energy. Luckily this can
be replenished by taking
drinks offered to you by
some of the cars,

Al the end of the road is
a bottle bank, as well as
bonus points and-extra
energy for every empty
you picked up on the way.

Then it's on to a longer
road with more bottles
and killer chickens until
you finally rum out of
energy

The paints system
seems mean compared to
other games as the bonus
for callecting an empty
and risling life and limb
to reach the bottle bank is
only 20 points!

" Toay Hetherington

Dempsoy & Mokepoace £B.96 inc P&P
Phasor One Joystick £12.95 inc P&P

Britannia Software Ltd
M28 Cardiff Workshops
Lewis Road, Cardiff CF1 5EB

l COMMODORME Ga4/7% 2o |

ACE OF ACES
C64

US Gold (Artech
Digital)
£9.99

From the people who
brought you (and US
Gald) Fight Night and
Dambusters comes
Ace of Aces that will
rapidly become
kmown as
Dambusters II,

This time you're flying a
Mosquito fighter
bomber on a variety of
missions each taking
you behind enemy lines
on a daring World War
Il sortie,

The game uses the
same multl screen lormat
used to great effect in
games like Dambusters
and Microproses Silent
Service. Each screen
represents the view and
caontrols for a particoular
part of the aircraft

The pilot’s view has the
main flying controls, the
bomb bay controls the
planes bombload and
aims and drops the
bombs on the targews
(hopeflly), two side
views with engine
controls and a strategic
map 1o plot your route to
the target

A small picture of your
aircraft acts as an alarm
highlighting the parn of the
plana that needs your
attention either because
an engines caught fire, an
enemy plane’s attacking
of you're approaching
your iarget.

The targets vary
depending on the
SCENArio you're playing
but includé bombing U-
boats, shooting down
enemy bombers o
sopping crucial supply
trains,

All in a day's work for
an Ace of Aces

The action is frantic but
marred by the flashing
grey view [rom the pllot's
window. Despite that
small gripe the game is
well worth playing

Rlistair MeCann

ACE




[RE

HEROES

C64
Alpha Omega
£1.99

Gods and Heroes is the sequel 1o the under-
rated Hercules platform game. Hercules was
originally released by Interdisc in 1984 and
re-released as a budget game by Alpha

Like er original, the game features 50 screens

tasks set by the gods to test heroes (you!).
The object of each screen is simply to reach and
touch an object — lor example a key, axe or wooden

club.

Unfortunately, reaching the object isn't that simple.

The screen consists of platforms, ropes and nasties.
You must always be ready for the unexpacted as
Hercules lans will remember that ropes that disappaar

when you jump on them and combustible platforms are §

COIMIMOon.

Instoad the ancient Greek heroes must be prepared
to take the occasional leap into oblivion and hope that a
platform will appear (o break his fall.

A gimpla but ridiculousty addictive platform game.

Graham Harris |

il T B i

C64

US Gold
(Silvertime)
£0.95 -

Remember PONG?

| USGolddointhe

debut game from

§ Silvertime.
of platform arcade action representing Herculean §

This game [eatures

everything you ever
wanted to know about

1§ table tennis but were

afraid to ask

Either one or two
players can battle against
an end or side view table
matching thair skills of
forehand, backhand,
reactions, speed,
endurance and smashing

e

&
<

/\EVY

SUPERSTAR PING
PONG

The game is fiendishly
difficult and annoyingly
addictive.

Ghost bats charge
around the table as the
computer keops the
scare.

The real dectsions are
made before the match
begins as each player
decides how to allocate
his sldll points around the
games parameters, Will
you choose a slow steady
player whose good al
bath forehand and
backhand or will you opt
for a demon smasher?
The chaice is yours.

A new lease of lile lor
the: original computes
A,
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T RACER
Spectrum
Digital
Integration
£9.95

TT Racer puts you
literally on the hot
seat of a grand prix
motor racing bile at
the start of the world
championship.

Since this is an
accurate simulation it
takes a bit of practice
before you can go for
the title,

Twelve lamous tracks,
including Silverstone,

Hl sach packod with 18 other

ridess wail 1o challenge
you so you'd better have
your bike finely tuned.
Belore a race you can
set the goear ratios,
steering speed, tyre type,
and whether you want
automatic gear changing.

CYRUS Il CHESS
Alligata
Spectrum
£11.95

What can you say
about Chess
programs? They've
been around since
the long gone days of
the ZX 81 and insist
on popping up once
every three or four
maonths on various
machines.

Well, Alligata has
released Cyrus Il Chess
on the Spectrum, with
both 48k and 128k
modes on one tape. The
Plus Il version gives the
player the option of
playing in 3D, but as I
haven't got a Plus 11,
there was no chance to
test it out.

However, it works
well enough on the
good old Spectrum Plus
and that is about all you
can say - it's just
another chess game,
albeit a very expensive
one.
All the normal
features are included -

nine levels of difficulty,
with Cyrus's thinking
timé ranging from two
seconds 1o three and a
half minutes, plus a
problem mode, an
infinite level and an
adaptable mode.

I found the latter 1
be the most interesting
part of the game, as
Cyrus analyses how
long the player takes on
a move and in turn
moves at roughly the
same rate as the player,

The pieces are large
and well defined and
move smoothly. But [

couldn’t halp thinking
that I'd seen it all before
and 1 found the first two
levels very easy to beat,
the third and onwards a
trifle more difficull.
Unless you're an avid
chess fan, forget it. Get
your board and pieces
out from the cupboard

“and cheat your brother

stupid. It's much more
furn.

Steve Ryles

| BEACH HEAD If
' US Gold
Amstrad CPC

Once upon a time
there was a game
called Beach Head.

It was one of the first

. multi-scenario games,
then unknown on the
Spectrum, and one that
made the CBM the
machine for the serious
gamester,

It also has the dubious
honour of being the one
that started it all for US
Gold - and some would
add that it's been downhill

'] i

| ever since.

All I can say is that the
soquels, Rad Over

\ Moscow and Beach Head

[T came thick and fast on
just about every format
except the Abacus, and
proved Access to be one
of the least original
software houses either
mde of the Atlantic
Anyway, now it's the turn
of Amstars, lncky youl!
Onece again there are

you have a choice of
which protagonist you
control. Generally if you
pick the Dictator you have
mare Weapons o use, but
the game is obviously
designed 1o give the
Allies a testing, all round
challenge, 50 | would
advise you against going
for this option.

There are four
scenarios (o the game:

1). Attack - one central
gun at the bottom of the
SCreen tried 1o Mop the
Allies landing and then
darting and weaving their
way down the screen.
Although the animation of
the men climbing over the
wall is good, the
Helicopter is chronic, and
the machine gun looks
and sounds like someona
poaing into the wind

2). Rescue - it's that gun
again! This time use il to
knock off the enemy
tanks, trucks and mine-
layers who in tum are
trying to impede your
escape, Hideous
animation all round, here,
and very poor collision
detection.

During the race the
screan shows your view
over the handlebars
which tips as you lean tnto
COTTBTE.

As the race begins the
othar bikes take off into
the distance leaving you
to your struggle 1o stay on
the track

Evantually you'll lace
the challenge ol
overtaking and then
maybe a shot at the title.

TT Racer is a one
player game but can be
played up o exght players
each using their own
Spectrum noetworked
together by interface
one's.

The simulation for
bilcars,

Alistair McCann

3). Escape - the best
scenario. You must iy
your hostage out, avoiding
flak, and gambling on
how many captives you
risk in each chopper. The
graphics are still naff,
though

4). Ratile - you stand on
ane side, him on tha othar
and you throw [risbess at
aach other. Almost as
funny as it sounds.

Barcasm aside, thase
are 4 mediocre games on
one tape. | wouldn't be
surprised if the inlay was
& more demanding
challenge,

Tina Milan
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TELLYTOP TENS

3384

1 Eastenders (Thu/Sun)
2 Eastenders (Tue/Sun)
3 Twenty Years of the Two Ronnies
4 Open All Hours
5 Howards Way
6 Dallas
1 In Sickness and in Health
8 News and Weather (Sun 20:51)
9 The Russ Abbot Show
10 Brush Strokes

3354
1 Naked Video
1 The Life and Loves of a She Devil
1 Grand Prix Special (Sun 21:52)
4 Paul Daniels Magic Show
5 The Trouble With Sex
6 Alas Smith and Jones
TM*.A.sin_ :
8 Cutter’'s Way
9 Forty Minutes

10 The Irishinan

e

1 Coronation Street (Wed) Granada
2 Coronation Street (Mon) Cranada
3 Blind Date LWT

4 News (Sat 20:48) ITN

5 Crossroads (Thu) Central

6 Crossroads (Tue) Central

6 The Runaway Train ITV

8 Emmerdale Farm (Tue) Yorkshire

- 8 Bullseye Central

10 Crossroads (Wed) Central
10 Dempsey and Makepeace LTW.

Sa3L 4

1 Brookside (Mon/Sat),

2 Brookside (Tue/Sat),

3 The Cosby Show

4 St Elsewhere

5 Paper Moon

6 Golden Girls

7 Annika

8 American Football

94 WHat It's Worth s

10 The Great Plant Collection

Vlewmg
(millions)
21.40
21.10
15.05
13.50
12.80
12.38
11.85
11.80
11.70
10.75

6.30
6.30
6.30
6.25
5.70
5.30
5.20

485

4.65
4.00

16.55
16.50
13.05
12.10
11.90
11.85
11.85
K1.758
1175
11.25
11.25

6.15
5.60
+.4.00
- 3.85
- 360
2.95
2.85
280
2.70
2.55



i, e o B R e e e e _Tal N g

26 BANG November 1st, 1986

BEEB SPREE
— THE SEQUEL

THE BEEB'S bank balance has been raided
again to buy up another batch of recent film
releases.

Included are two box office successes — il says
here — slarring girlie heari-throb Harrison Ford.
These being Indiana Jones and the Temple of
Doom and Wilness

Critics blather

The deal with Paramount lollows similar ones with
fetlow mega-companies Cannon and Rank. It gives the
Beeb all rights 10 twenty films which haven't bean on
LIK telly bofore

Apart from the Harrison Ford films there are a fow
other little gems which are smothered with awards and
crifics’ blather. Leading the way is Terms of
Endearment which stars Jack Nicholson, Shirtley
Maclaine and Debra Winger, Oscars wera won for -
wall lor it — Best Piclure, Best Actress, Bast
Supporting Actor, Best Direcior, Bast Screenplay
Adaption and Best Kitchen Sink

Beeb's clutches

Tha package also includes Eddie Murphy in Beverly
Hills Cop, Meryl Streep and Robert de Niro in Falling In
Love, Star Trek Ill, Staying Alive, Grease Il, Foolioase
and Uncommon Yalour. (| didn 't now Stresp 'n' de Niro
were in all those — Sarcastic Ed)

Like the previous deals — which brought
Desperately Seeking Susan into the Beeb's cluiches

the films aren'l expected lo appear on telly before
1988

Repeats

The rights 1o repeat showings of one hundred ofher
films from the Paramount library were also agreed,

PILIMS

LONDON TOP TEN

1 (3) MONA LISA

2 (1) TOP GUN

3 (-) NIGHTMARE ON ELM
STREET Il

4 (5) BASIL THE GREAT MOUSE
DETECTIVE

5 (2) ABOUT LAST NIGHT

6 (6) A RODM WITH A VIEW

7 (-) CINDERELLA

8 () SHANGHAI SURPRISE

9 (7) HANNAH AND HER SISTERS

10 (4) ALIENS

g T T TR T R e e - o 5 il

CHARTING THE PARTS BANG CANNOT REACH

AN

RENTAL TOP 20

(1) DEATH WISH 3 (6o e visoo
{2} TEE" "nlf (Entoriainmeant in Video)
(14) YEAROFTHEDRAGON c.-vor)
(3) NO RETREAT NO
summ (Entartamment in

Video
(4) GOONIES (vwyrer
(6) NIGHTMARE ON ELM
MEH ({CBSFON)
(8) PRIZZI'S HONOUR (criussyy
(5) Pﬂﬂﬁﬂmﬂ (Warner)
{9:’ '-Em {Cannon)
10 (16) WITNESS
11 (11) COCOON (ces.)
12 (15) WEIRD SCIENCE ..,
13 (7) RAMBO - FIRST BLOOD
PART Cannon)
14 (17) FLETCH (cic
15 (re) POLICE ACADEMY 2 oo
16 (—) THE VINDICATOR oyorar)
17 (re) BEST DEFENCE .,
18 (re) MAD MAX — BEYOND
THUNDERDOME .o
19 (19) D.ARY.L. mcacoumva)
20 (18) GHOSTBUSTERS (:chcoumbn

B Wn -

Lo~ owm

" Courteey of Vabes Wens

TV* VIDEO* MUSIC* FILM*

VIDEO
TOP TWENTY

1 (—) WHO WANTS TO LIVE
FOREVER ()

QUEEN
2 mIN EHI"HISK'E&E:B& FOX)
WHam

3 (2) Mﬂl!“‘ UHE (Chamnel 5)
DIRE STRAITS
4 (6)WE WILL ROCK YOU

{Vidoo Collection)
QUEEN

5 (5)N0.1 VIDED HITS rcaco
WHITNEY

HOUSTON
6 (3) HHUTHEHS I" Aﬂ“s (P'gram)
DIRE STRAITS
7 (4) "uwml's-u-HUSIg?[FMlJ‘Jm.;m;
VARIOUS
8 (8) THE VIRGIN TOUR {WEA)
MADONNA
{?}mE IN RIO o)
QUEEN
10 (11) SPECIAL FROM
SPE.:TH“H {Polygram)
Do
11 (18) W“E (Palygram)
SISTERS OF MERCY
12 (—) THE COMPLETE BEATLES

(MGM/Columbla)
VARIOUS

13 (—) THAT'S THE WAY imis (MGMUS)
ELVIS PRESLEY

14 (12) WHAM THE VIDED (CBS/FOX)
WHAM

15 [14!“"!0 nE“I"n {Vesiron)
THE ROLLING STONES

16 (—) 0“ TOUR (MGM/LIA)
ELVIS PRESLEY

17 (—) PRESE“'E" {Channal 5)
STATUS Quo

18 {20:“"3 I“ﬂ'l BBB (CBS/FON)
ADAM ANT

19 (16) UNDER A BLOOD RED SKY

(Virgin/ PVG)

uz
20 (10) EH“IEST FLIX {PMI)
QUEEN

w
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THE BIG news this weak of course is Jools and Paula
returning with another seres of The Tube (C4 Fri &
Sun)

The live pop show — hopefully fully recoverad from
the rut it fell into last season — boas!s quite a beely
ling-up to gel things started. Weall, it would have been
bealy about a year ago. But both Frankie Goes To
Hollywood and Spandau Ballet have got a touch of
last year's model about them these days.

Germaine Stewart — thal poor man who does it with
his clothes on — plays the supporting role along with
Trouble Funk and Levi's model Nick Kamen. And
don’t forget the Sunday repoat

This week also sees the last Spitting Image (ITV
Sun) but there's an added bonus for all you skivers out
there. Il you're up early enough try The English
Programme (ITV Wed) it takes you behind the scenes
at Latex Hall and gives some comedy writing tips too

In fact, ITV has atternpted to make up for the dross
offered last week. Four peak-time new sefies start with
Michael Barrymore turning to quiz show hast. Hosting
Strike It Lucky (ITV Wed) means he can now use
carefully rehearsed ad-lib ines instead of
embarrassing us all with his own show.

Tha same night sees Edward Woodward give

SHANGHAI SURPRISE (15)
Director: Jim Goddard
Starring: Madonna, Sean Penn
Release: Now
It sounds like a Spitfing
image skedch -
Madonna playing a

Is supposed 10 ba taken
seriously and falls into the
now long gone bracket of
missionary in 1937 the romantic comedies
Shanghai with real lila thit Doris Day and Cary
hubby Sean Penn playing Grant ware 5o good in
her supposedly wise The “film" is all about
cracking adversary who  Missionary Gloria Tatlock
grows |surprise, surprise) (Madonna) who's
1o love her pursuing a supply of

Bul lt's not. Shanghai  opium for usa in her
Surpriseis nafl and hospital, However,
should be avalded ikea Wwashed up and wasted
nutter on a bus. This film  wide boy Glendon (Sean
“please don't call me Mr
Madanna” Penn) is aiso
after i so he can sall it for
A lickel back to the good
olae US of A

Ona minute “Albert” is
prim and proper, tha naxt
she lapses inlo a broad
B0's tart. The shame
about il is thal Penn can
b a really fine actor
(Taps, Bad Boys. Prime
Fargét) and in this ha
looks all at sea in a scripl
that rmads like one
rejacted from Howard's
Way.

Avoid this at all costs, it
stinks 1o high hoaven

MATHINAA -
CETEFTPTVTEM— S'eV© Fyies

15
.

1
1

Callan a res! as he plays socrel agent Robert McCall
in a new series called The Equaliser. Ii's set in
Manhattan but with him starring it might just rise above
tha usual rank yank offarings

The other two newies are comadies. Both star
lalented comic actors and actresses but could well
suffer - like many bofore them - at tha hands of ITV
scriptwriters. Girls On Top (ITV Thurs) retums with
Tracey Uliman, Dawn French and Jennifer
Saunders still playing ""unlikely”’ laimates. Nicholas
Lyndhurst will be hoping 1o follow up his success in
Only Fools And Horses with The Two Of Us (ITV
Fri). But | fear it'll be just another cosy sit-com which
fails to achieve anything excepl make people scream

‘Why isn’t there anything good on telly on Friday
nights? It°s all a conspiracy with the breweries you
Krvow .

Friday night is Halloween of course and the Beeb is
offering Halloween If as its creepy film. Up in Scotland
on Wednesday night ITV is actually showing the 1978
original starring Jamie Lee Curtls and Donald
Pleagance. Anyone south of the border will have to
make do with Midweek Sports Special instead. It
leatures football rom the Littlewoods Cup and boxing
with Errol Christie and Sean Mannion

THE MISSION (PG)

Director: Roland Joffe

Starring: Hobert De Niro, Jeremy Irons
Rele:

p: Now

Phil Nutiman

¢

CHARLEY HUNT

Highlights of the weaek's telly include soma of the
Comic Rellef crew turning up on Wogan (BBC 1 Fri)
bt you'll have to walch it to find oul exactky who
Thara's also a repeat showing of the stunning award
winning play The Insurance Man (BBC 2) which is
loosaly based on tha life ol Czechosiovakian author
Franz Kafka. Easy, it ain’t. Beilliant, il is

ITV continues its Hitcheock saason with The Man
Who Knew Too Much |5al) starring James Stewart
ard Doris Day. Waich carefully for Hitch's own
appearance. Thare'll be questions afterwards

If you're still not impressed and want 1o hark back 1o
the good old days when telly wasn't full of quiz shows
and soaps then stick with the Beeb from Saturday
onwards. Starting with the three hour long That's TV
Entertainment, it's celebrating fifty two years of lile on
e box

That Was The Week That Was, Juke Box Jury and
The Forsyte Saga all returm brisfly. The latier was first
shown twenty years ago and moved The Sum o
comment: 'One of the BEBC's proudest achievements
in senalised hiclion

Funny how things change. Now it'd probably say

Maore garbage from those lefty money waslers” or
substitule comment for a nice pair of

FREEPOST
E/m o semp Y

46 THE MALTINGS, STANSTEAD ABBOTS, WARE, HERTS SG12 88R

FEIERERERREEIREREEEIEESRARAS

33330253

-

S S




28 BANG November 1st, 1986

THE RAINMAKERS
THE RAINMAKERS
PHONOGRAM |
Drinkin’ On The Job and a rip-roanng opening track
s At last, an excellent Amarican pop album, which is Focking At The T-Da
Iotally meaningless and is all the betler because of it Looking at the slae sepms thal some of the
% The Rainmakers have released an album which if S0NQs are over two years old and, as there was no
w there was any justice in the world would fly straightto  Dlography with the record when it arrived at the offices,
the top of the charts and stay there for a zillon .\;m.-i;-_. | can only assuma that this is their first album 1o be
and it won'l releasad over hero

But there isn
% Take the G o's, Kalrina and the Waves, Jason It's rare to hear this type of pop Ihese days and it
‘ % and the Scorchars and a hinl of The Bangles and £ shing change from dross
[ you've got The Rainmakers, .i'ﬁ..rp ece make US ]
% band that don't seem to produce Peler Cetera/Kenny £
\ Loggins Radio Two garbage C

3

Star and Farley Fatmaster Junk (Gosh
Jangly guitars, and a solid bass beat abound in

Ed)
gratulations boys, it's tha bast thing I've heard
s0ngs like Govermy

Lofg may you ras

Steve Ryles

Al
SO WHAT'S NEW o4  sweetness

IN LLAMALAND (HANTS)? S N and. ..

JEFF MINTER, our long-haired Peruvian Correspondent is off to
the lland of INCA COLA once again...

LEAVING A FEW SOFTWARE ARTIFACTS BEHIND.. \
For thae CBM 64
we lﬂlDlS ALPHA -
Vg LS e
HEWSGN AS el L

For the CBM 18 i
“s MATRIX & LASERZONE

MATRIX incl

Humiar

I.::: SEAZONE s |

| L ¥ My . i hor
;l alinns puhlm.hnd joimtly with ARIDLASDFT -rp gr, hoth g.n-i'n €8s on tape B i adel

VOIDRUNNER T
LASERZONE. . lo

coming soon from LLAMASOFT, with ARIOLASOFT

AND ALL THIS

. VIVA VIC! is our VIC T W JEFF t foor the good old machine, Gre
£

atull for VIC ovwners! ABDUCTC AX X A { HEL ATE. LASERZONE
£6 50, all on ane tape

YAK'S PROGRESS 1o bast of |l‘” 4 aruflf includoes B gamas SO 1
difficult to get. commarcias -1 H- VENGE OF THE MUTANT C
AMNCIPITAL SHEEP IN SPACE HOVE H BOVVER

con't whack it at £9 4'5 (2 tapas) or £11.95 on disc

AND LIGHTSYNTHS TOO

Anather string to JEFF g | ‘ i L i LIGHT SYNTHESISERS which allow
b LIGHT PlaAaND
L dable for most homa micros
now £4 .00
COLOURSPACE it succossor, hns Ll shed Tor the ATARI B -bit
(nly ontepe £7 80), tha BBC B (tope, £7 95) 0 aspactacular 18-bit form for
ATARI 520 ST (£19.98)

FUTURE: After the Paru trip the Atari ST is dus for a bit of pounding - » naw
project is planned hich wild be towslly ZARJAZ. Suffice to aay that
COLOURSPACE delji‘ aho expact somathing intarasting in 1987,

FOR EVEN MORE DETAI

SEND S A E. FOR CA HLUGUE & FREE NEWSLETTER, TO

LLAMASOFT LTD, 49 Mount Pleaasant TADLEY HANTS RG26 6BN




It's quite simple. To the
general public — the real
genaral public — there
are really only two types
of record

There are honzontal

records that aim 1o appeal

just a little bit 1o vast
numbears. And thare ara
vertical records, which
806K fo mean somathing
very deaply 1o very fow
people.

Genearal Public, the ex-
Beat boys. would like 1o

think that Hand To Mouth

is a vertical record, when
ittsnl even a horizontal
record. It's bland and flat
and safe and blurrily

blurmly sad
To repeat, for the
genaral public — the real

genaral public — these
are really only two types
ol record. The rest — like
this — they ignore. it's
really quile simple

Clare Walker

Courtney Pine? — Not lately

surrende

GENERAL PUBLIC
HAND TO MOUTH
(VIRGIN)

COURTNEY PINE
JOURNEY TO THE UNKNOWN WITHIN
ISLAND :

The lackadaisical approach of contemporary jazz
practitioners has rightly brought the game info
disrepute.

Visits lo Ronnte Scoii’s Club for example (exciuding
sats by the master himsell) are all-ioo-ollen more
memaorable lor the cocktails than the jazz, which is
mvanably dished oul by dungareed worthies with rich
insirumental aptitude and zilch onginality

Courtney Pine and Wynton Marsalis are the
forerunners ol a new Jazz Era — ploneers of pizzazz,
style and creativity. A dose of all three of which would
nol ba lost on their RAB blood-brothers, Pine ks a
prodigious saxophonist — all who revel in tha
magnificent sound produced by the instrument will find
much to enjoy hereon

And thers can ba no doubting the humility and
wisdom of the titke — for the jazzman's jourmey is a
long
onge. But on this evidence the destination is assured
and the genre could hardly be in betler hands,

Pete Lennon P il
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Post
postcard

NIK KERSHAW
a RADIO
n n MUSICOLA
BELINDA (MCA)
CARLISLE Nik Kershaw remains tha
BELINDA viary antithasis of the
([Rg} archetypal teeny-pap star

willing to substitute
matines idol looks lor
musical padigree
Kershaw's stubbom
refusal to conform 1o the
well-laid plans of the
marketing men whare
best exemplified by
getting married 50 so0n
after the contract was
signad that the Quink was
baraly dry — the apoplaxy
that must have caused
amongst PR men brought
fresh hope to paid-up
mambers of the cynics
Union everywhere.
Subsequently, beneath
the hype of the
“pratiy-boy” labels and
wo barely representative
{and hastily fintshed)

For all the anticipation of
this week's releases from
Karshaw, Young, Ping
and Frankie, ii's Belinda
Carlisle’s debut that ranks
top ol the pile
Ex-chanteusa with the
Go-Gos (who broke the
mould of girlie bands by
appearing on the cover of
thair mega-album docked
outin mud paciks) La
Carfisle is burdened with
tha mantle of ‘most
beautiful woman in Rock
— now this is whal | call a
thinking man’s crumpat
Belinda conlains most
elements of batler
conlemporary Amencan

R&B, with its roots in the albums, gems such as
fingly-jangly Byrds-style Wouldn 't it Be Good lent
mid-Sixties malodies, and genuine credence fo the
a nod towards modem suspicion thal gasping lor
technology for a cleaner breath banaath the

finish, Retaining the merchandising

dapartment was

a senous artist capable of
moments of real class
Radio Musicola which
10k mong than 12 months
1o completa is definitive
proof and allays the fears

Songwniing services of
Go-Go Charlotte Coffoy
Was a smart move and
iha results ara plain —
Mad Aboul You has
already hit the Billboard

top 10 though way

oulclassed by Since of critical backers who

You've Gone and Stuff rightly baulked al the

and Nonsonse Wide Boy backsliding
Bananarama and Marti Musicola ts largely a

souliul tnbute o the
Thirties and three tracks
in particular — Musicola
itsell, Cagney and Violat
To Biue — ara worth tha
price ol admission alone
A case of promisa
lulfiled.  Gary Lebaoff

(“always bloody thera™)
Wabb take note — this is
how it should be done

James Besl

it

i,




30 BANG November 1st, 1986

 id Davina ever tell you about her
driving test? No? Well fasten your
safety belts, for never in the long
: and distinguished history of
EHingham has one woman caused so much
heart failure In such a short space of time.

Drivi ns — who needs 'em? Yes | had
vaguely heard of B.S.M. but there's so many
Indians down our way | thought it was just another
branch of Bishens Scrunchy Mangos.

On the day of ihe tes it rapidly became clear the
examingr and | weren'l exactly a match made in
haaven. He wasn't 100 partial to my dayglo Ibuudt.
whiist net only was he an honours
Bridget the Midget Academy, but his line |n mn-b-
wall lapets and Lionel Blairs {ie trousers with llares)
was making me go all Huey Lewls, or Heavie Wonder
for the behefil of latecomers.

Anyway, as we were maiching lowards the legless
charabanc, Blimp the Shrimp stops ma in full fight (and
1he slilettog woren'| aven brake-lined) and points in the
genaral direction of a parked motor,

“Can yooread the number piate on that there car for
me, (&

Latme tell you, | considered my answer praity
carelully. The last thing | wished 10 appear at this early
stage was undiplomatics

“What — with or without binoculars?* | asked.

Twanty minutes later, during Which ¥ infiicied a
painiul case of squashed boliards ofl Sysbiton High
Road and (reversing round a comar) becamg the first
Dixons cusioMers ever 1o anter the siorewithowt
gelting oul of the car, sormathing quite horrible
happened. Asmile spread across the axarmiiner's

5 boal-race

“I'va gol 1" he cried “You're from the HHSquad I'd
recognise that backside anywhere, You're thatblonde
onewho's always getting excited”. Now things wgre
looking up. "Wha?" | enquired, “Sarah Greene”. quile

the comparison, although leeling it would
be bound to give La Greene ideas above her station

*No™ he said, "| was thinking more of Mike Smith™

Two doubls Nelsons and a handful of shoulder pins
later, Davina had her pass cerificate. It's amazing

whal Tyl my oyelashes can achieve. Especially
combined A ot upporcut. Ahh, happy days, happy
days.

L]

1l of which | relate as & prslude 1o the lates!

instalment in the life and times of the world's

most famoys Greek Pop star, Georglou

Michaslblackstratos. The bubble and
squeak has aither been taking driving lessons from
ex-sidekick Randy Midgely, or should stick 1o steering
the horse and camags moedus ransporus so beloved
of that ather well known bubble, the Duke ol

Edinburgh, who was thught the an, on his days off, by
tha Right Honourable Albert Steptoe.
Now the Big M i the proud owner of that Sloanie

Gl (stands for Greal Tit Inside). In a
typically Wham whim, George sat olf 10
buy & copy of The Star and hall an ounce of ready- ,
rubbed from his local comer shop which just happens
o be situatod at the top A a hillock.

Bedore vanturing i Georgie Pillock is most
careful o lock all the doo s but unfortunataly leaves off
ihe handbrake. And returns two minutes ater o find his
pride and joy 200 yards down the hill, burled haltway
up the rear of a Vauwdall Vv e, having enjoyed one of
the fastest nose jobs in I'ia.low A righl careless pissper
ha umed out 1o ba.

And the bad news didn't gd 1hereo lor Georgiou, wio
following said smasheroo didn't make it 1o he
basheroo that fallowed tha \West End opening of
Phantom Of The Opera. Davina didn 't fare a Whota lot
better, Grizzelda rings up 1o sonlirm the invite and
commands "Come dressad as a phantogn

Gﬂlmm tI==thoufht she said ‘Fanla’ and

l.ﬁliul-llbﬂllhﬂ-i fizzy orfinge
Hardcaatle who since 1he*charn-topping days

aof N-N-N-Ningleen has dong hNeN-N-Buggor-Adl wont
shopping the ather day, En foute for a binge al the
Co-op, he called in at the local #eyboard shoppe
MMMHIMMJM customer, the stafl all
wmnhrn:'u .

Up stopped the [eputy Manager — “Mr Sandcastie,
always such a ploasurn And rmau_ | a consold for you
mu—ﬂﬂrﬂ worry il it isn'l qyite a perfect fit we can
ml'.rml circumcised”

ng Paulie was prefty inpressed

favourite, the

nolt only

ﬁh Enclavier Keyboard make a variety of waird and
rful noises but tumed out 1o%e a dab hand
ghind the whoel of a hoover with a pratty geod line in
gags. “I'l take it™ said our hero,

“héw much?* Back

e e e

NIGH\[SYINIS
o

AVIN

mmuaply -nammmuﬁmmu
250,000 pounds

mmmaumm—ﬂmawmmm

but if you cap accept Luncheon Viouchers . . .7

"No problem” came the responsa, "and if you'll just

And.all because the conscle in

sign hare . . and hera . . . oh, and here®. A form-filling
wooowwoonﬂnuadrmnmannmm
entailed P. H_détailing a full personal history including
such essenlial delails as age, income, hat-size and

* waekly consumption of muesil.

question
the same mechanism used to make US missiles and
our friends frof Dorkland are concemed less it be
used to send classifiedinio down Kremlin crescent.

nd still on the subject B Yanks with less than
thelr full entitlement of marblos hore comes
Stan, Stan the Donkhead man (alfas Stan
Ridgeway) proving things are often guite fhe
way hay seam with his unique views on the human 5
sCondition
Following the loolsteps ol great thinkers such as

Wham reunited

8 Soum axclusivel 1! [Er

AMERICAN
FOOTBALL

WEEK 8 RESULTS

Atlanta Falcons 7
Cincinnati Bangals Q
Clevoland Browns 27
Datroit Lions 7
Los Angeles Raiders  on
Miami Dolphins 1T

New England Patriots 23
New Orleans Saints 23

5t Louis Cardinals 6
San Diego Chargers 7
San Francisco 48ers 31
Seattle Seahawks 13

Tampa Bay Buccanears 20

17

Los Angeles Rams
Pitisburgh Stealers

Houston Qilers
Indianapolis Colts
Buffalo Bills

New York Jets
Dallas Cowboys
Philadelphia Eagles
Green Bay Packers
Denver Broncos

Eanas City Chiefs

i e I i e et ]
\mgi.n,pmg. discover thal Ihe sat of
Garnett, and all  their new video located
traces of the SH ring nedt 1o that of none other

confidence, he opines than Hope and Glory, the
“ihe human mechanism s new James (don't call me
a state on which + often Martin) Boorman flick

pondar. | think to mysalf, As their evoryday logs
is m.mﬁ';_c;‘: make "::‘mhnamrats for
are wo just any aluring urban
bits of meat that think oo guevillas, the foursome
much? I'm leaning - had ateam meating and

mmmmm decided that a quick

mumnm gatecrash was the only

right now oplion and maybe even
Imm.mm SCam acredit or at the

Fidgeway rantings o | veryleast a free sarmi.
comectly, | think he's on Imagine their horror
about cattle markets. In * when the way was bamed
which cuse we definitely by @n ugly looking
mmtwmdmmn r dishing out
gravious bodily verbals
and giving a vivid
dBscription of the likety
Irmw Cld! SP unless certain bods
gnrﬁm hint and scarpered
Suuuumt mu grothy pronto
It was hora that the
mrnnamd ® wisdom and experience
werd delighted m of Strummer’s many

&

years off the Rock circult
proved ingaluable. "IU's
OK.” he said, “we've
ghaarad it vath Mr
Boowman.”

The bBunder, as you'd
expact faced with such
evidence chode his words

carefully "
“That's very
Inlerasting,” he said,
“seaing as I;‘IM.John
Boorman.”

This ilem comes pven-
fresh from our "Love to
stay, gotta go, the fewrets
on fira” Dept

Till nexd weelk's snigpos
from the dipso.

Luv ya doliops

DAV

Joe Strummar shoots up (s a el
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ovardbv Lioyds Bank.

This week, the “I''s have it, with 42 [TEMS in our ILLUMINATED
INITIAL.

| is for INTERACTIVE VIDEO, the greatest advance in
home entertainment since the INTERFACE, (soe
balow). When somabody s far-sighted enough 1o
provide me with some INCOME, | will be able to launch
my INCREDIBLE INNOVATIVE IDEAS, which allow
you, gentie reader, to participate in genuine movies
And at last, you will recognise conventional computer
games for what they are: pathetic biobs of colour,
squeoaks of sound and derivative crud

| is for INTERFACE, any device that links nutrient
INGREDIENTS with tha INTESTINE. Popular
Interfaces include the 4RK, the RS232THPIK and the
FALLBTO. interfaces are a necessary requisite pither
side of INTERCOURSE (seo balow).

| is for INTERCOURSE, the smoking of a cigareite and
pulting on of another record, during meals.

| is for LULD., a device for thwarting tidal floods,
favourad by the Dutch, during meals (see abova).

| is for IGGY THE ICEMAN, who bore a striking
resamblance 1o the Duke of Wellington. Long ago, Iggy
delivered large blocks of ice lo fishmongers and
drinking-joints in and arouwnd Bronxwvilla, as tha
refrigaralor was yet to be commercially utilised. It is
rumourad that he was involved in the mystenous
disappearance of a wealthy sci-fi buff, namad Hobbs, .
and his secretary, in 1833

| is for IMAGINE SOFTWARE, the bigges! load of . .
er, load of, umn . . ., | seem (o have forgotten axactly
who thay wera, but no doubt Kevin Wiliams will remind
ma (God forbid — Ed).

| ia for IBM, an American corporation thal takes its
name from its major product, Inlercontinental Bullshit
Missiles. These are dangerous and overpriced
alactronic devices, recently clonad by Amstrad's slave
labourers in Korea.

e M CROSHER

Each week, we publish our pick of your
MICROSAGAS. Send your original stories fo "MEL'S
MICROSAGAS", hera al BANG. Thay should be not
more than 100 words long, Including the Titla.

Hello to Kim Stokes, of Luton, Bads., whose
weighed in at a little over 5,000 words, Er, this isn't
quita whal we had in mind, Kim, Whereas Richard
Knight's 83-word eniry, titled *“The Gob*, was quite
the mos! disgusting, puerile, obscene twaddie | have
come across since the ladies’ bog at closing tima, |
have twa chi.g—urmﬂ-Waek :u;"pou The first is from
someona signing him/her/isell Bubo Baggins, a
312, ol Middle Earth: o

SOLAR SYSTEM D452APL

“PRIMITIVE ORGANIC LIFE-FORMS WERE
SAMPLED AND CATALOGUED FROM THE
THIRD PLANET OF THIS MINOR SUN, ON THE
EDGE OF THE GALAXY. A BEAUTIFUL
PLANET, WITH 72% WATER COVERAGE,
VERY SUITABLE FOR FUTURE HABITATION.
ICE CAPS AT THE POLES WERE OF FRESH
USELESS

POPULATED BY TINY BIPEDS,
PREDOMINANTLY YELLOW, BROWN OR
PINK. UNFORTUNATELY, OUR PLASMA
GENERATOR KILLED ALL OF THESE BIPEDS
ON TAKE-OFF. FORTUNATELY, THEY WERE
NON-INTELLIGENT AND POTENTIALLY
HARMFUL TO THE ENVIRONMENT. . . .
MESSAGE ENDS."

Honours are shared by Steve Hartley, aged 18, of
Glasgow, for this wonderul piece of writing:

CONCERTO

“THE RICH AND FAMOUS HAD TRAVELLED
FROM ALL OVER THE EMPIRE TO ATTEND

THE EVENT. MANY WORKERS HAD QUEUED
FOR DAYS TO GET TICKETS FOR THIS, THE
FIRST CLASSICAL MUSIC CONCERT SINCE

TENSION WAS AWESOME AS THE LIGHTS
DIMMED, AND THE MUSICIANS WALKED
ONTO THE STAGE. LIVE MUSICIANS! NOT
COMPUTERS! THE AUDIENCE GASPED AS
THE ANCIENT INSTRUMENTS WERE
REMOVED FROM THEIR BATTERED CASES.
THERE WAS A MOMENT OF TOTAL SILENCE,
BEFORE THE STRATOCASTER SLICED THE
o:ll WJI'I'IoIE"I_'I!‘E FIRST BEAUTIFUL NOTES OF

De Olde Fashioned Bribe:

Everyone who sends in a small but perfectly formed
Microsaga will be sent a BANG badge. It's a lair swap.
Haonenst.

Everyone who doesn’t send in a Microsaga will recelve a
nightly visitation from Dy X (Er, I don’t think we can

print obvious untruths, can we? - Fd).

TRICK OR TREAT!

Your cut-out'n'eat guide to
alternative methods of
scaring old folks into early
graves this HALLOWE'EN!
=1— Commit fraud! Buy a return bus ticket. but walk
home!
—£2— Help BUPA! Order 5,000 copies of Star Trek
from Beyond Software, on condition they are
delivered by Christmas
—3— Ruin @& statistic! Buy two MSX computers
—&— Make B new friend! Replace mummy's special
numberad sweeties with Smarties
~5— Save Rupert Murdoch! Write to Andreas
Whittam-Smith, saying you only buy tha
Independent for the cartoons.
=B= Come to think of it, terronising pensionérs with
chicken entrails, Tebbit masks and superglue on
toilet seats is much more fun . |

NEXT WEEK: Can of Worms publishes a
SHOCKING SURVEY of BANG reader’s
proclivities. You'll be amazed how we found out
your secreis! Heheheh,

Oftactory hip-hop
Edwina Yuppie
Dang wnit

EXCLUSIVE!

IDONG

Four years after Professor Belalugosi Rubik’s revolutionary brain-teaser RUBIK'S

... Rweikcs LATEST

THE BANG GARMNGE

(53 yaaaw il D rasant]

¢ PUBE covered the world with feverishly twiddling children, plaiting multicoloured
) curly hairs as a mechanism to combat boredom, the Great Man has done it again!

His new entertainment purzler is already in every high street store, and it looks like
being the most popular game since Trivial Selfabuse. Made of brightly-coloured
Polyguano, RUBIK'S DONG is priced al an atiractive £69.69pee, and marketed by
the Riporf Corporation, giving a whole new meaning o the word “gullible’,
4-Wheel Drive  The computer rights have been snapped up by Sillisoddesoft at a price which is

free  "'nol o be sneezed at”.
& CO-ROM digital
' Interface
@) ©RuBIK 1969 -,
—

i
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Crocket and Tubbs have heord the word on the sheets — a contraband
| shipment is due in ﬁo,_...:.mm_::ganzqvﬁ.nmﬂ#ﬁ:n:_zawn:a{oc___
this is the 20h century. one combatant wieids fing your contact info the underworid. its o mean scene — shoot first and
Q lose the news, but keep your finger on the frigger or you'll be the

" |

-COMIPUTER GAMES

PLAYING ¢
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